s Riches, Pleaſure, and Honour of Be- 
| lievers, conſiſt in their Relation 1 Chrift 


Jeſus. „ 


— 2 — 


ome of thoſe near and dear Relations, into 


which * is pleaſed to take e wich 
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e ereſent you as 4 chaſte Virgin to 08 _; 
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Chriſtian Reader, | 1 2 


Here preſent thee with a comfortable Antidote a. 
I gainſt, and hopeſul Remedy for the Cure of that 7 
| common Diſtemper of the Mind mhich often. © 
ſeizes us under the dark and gloomy Diſpenſations of 
God towards us, in our paſſage thro this Wilderneſs. of 
Sin and Sorrow to the Land of Promiſe , under which: 
Tryals we are apt to entertain hard Thaughtsiof a gra. 
cious God. And tho the Poor of Chriſt's Flock are moſt + 
incident to this Evil, becauſe of the Straits they mee: 
with from a frowning World, yet it may be; and often 
3s, the Caſe of God's People under very favourable . 
cumſtances in the things of this Life, either toi e 
perplexing Fears in reſpect of the State of ther Souls,. © 
or to be under great Exerciſe of Mind for the Loſs of a. » 
dearly beloved Relation, or ſome other weighty Af. 
on. For the Devil, who is the conſt ant Ene - + > 
+ Believers Quiet, can tell how to diſturb M 0 
alk Ranks, and fill them with tormenting Fears about 2 
their everlaſting State, or bring them to ettertaindiurd 
+ Thoughts of God from ſome ſharp Prouidenei e. © 
and ſ to queſtion his Love, notwithſtandengthekas . 3 
ven them the fulleſt Diſcoveries there by maryligely .. _— 
Inſtances. And tho js be not only allowable Yarn. 
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iv The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
mendable in 4 Chriſtian to examine himſelf whether 
be be in the Faith, Cc. 2 Cor. 13. F. yet to doubt 
of the Love of God, and the Concern of Chriſt for us, 
biecauſe of ſome Difficulties that attend us, when he 
bas already given us ſo many full Teftimonies thereof 

by what be has done, and what he is ſtill doing, and 
has promiſed he will further do, is what not only gra- 
tißes the. Devil, but it tends to appravate both ou Sin 
and Sorrow, and alſo reflects an Chriſt, and charges 
him with the neglect of that Love and Care he has ſo 
fully manifeſted ;, and ſtrikes at his Honour in diſpen- 
ing that Grace in which he delights to triumph. This is 
dag ll we can, and to allow the Devil to help ug, 
to rob him of the Glory of that Grace which he came 4 
1 manifeſt. I have therefore to help myſelf, and fellow © 
Chrifts uns,” under what ever dark Circumſtances we are, © 
or may be, againſt thoſe unprofitable to us, and unjuſt 
Charges me ans apt to bring againſt Chriſt Feſus theyein, 
bun ſid era im in theſe three dear Relations, of a Fa- 
ther, a Huthand, and a Brother, in which be ftands to 
. every Believer, And there is ſuch a Stream of Grace 

and Love runs fo freely and ſpontaneouſly from every 

one 'of "theſe, that when they meet in one, they make a 
Riverunpaſiable. This I have found in my own Me- 

attatrons thereon, and that they have been to me as the 
 Warers iſſuing from under the Threſhold of the Sanc- 

tuary, of which EZekiel ſpeaks ;* which the further I 

waded into, roſe hightr aud grew deeper, that I could 
not paſs ; ſo that I may truly ſay, I have ſometimes in 
my ſeriou Thoughts of theſe things, been bewilderid _ 
in a pleaſant Maze of inganceivable Grace and Love, © 
the which has ſometimes ſo drawn out my earneff Deſire 
F after my further progreſs therein, that I have longed 

t ſee the Day, that I might» purſue what was bejore 
me, and was then freſh and prefer with me, les it 


** 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader 
that I ſpeak not this from a Principle of Vunity, bm du 
fre to adore the Grace of God herein, that har drawn 


out my Heart in the ſweet Subject I haue brew enguget 
muy har 
of this Tratt, as han 


in, and 1 heartily wiſh that my ſerious Ready 
as much Pleaſure in his reading 
had in compoſmg it, and then I am furs he wil n 


think his time loft therein, nor think much with me fur g 


what I have done in this Matter, T refer what Thave- 


done herein to the favourable Acceptance of a'guod _ 


and gracious God; and hope I may appeal to him that 


IT have done what I could, and he that gan do m. 


can do no more than he can, and this M my Encou- 
ragement, that as the Apoſtle ſays, 2 Cor. 8. 14. K 
there be a williag Mind, it 1s accepted according 
to what a Man bath, and not according to What 
he hath not. And I hope ng goad Man will chink much 


with me for any thing he will pnd in what I have ſaid 


in Commendation of the precious Jeſus, in the ſeveral 


Relations I have mentioned on this Occaſion : for whew 
he, and I, and every one of the moſt elevated Capacity 3 
among Mortal, have ſaid and thought all we t able; © © 
and tho we call in the lofty Angels to our Afſtitance, 


yet we all come infinitely ſhort to expreſs or conte of 
what Worth and Excellency is in him; for beis altage- 
ther lovely, and his Love inconceivable. © 
My good Reader will find ſome few uncommon Meta 
phors here and there ſprinkled in this Tract, which fur« 
”, prized my thought in my Meditation on this pleaſant- 


Cp 


F God frequently uſed by Chriſt himſelf, ly ii Abo.. 
tles and Prophets, which ſer ved to iu 


o 


rhey haue a regard to, and to bring 
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Ihe Epiſtle to che Reader. 


der this Conſideration, he will not be ſevere in his Cen- 
"(ere of what he meets With of this Nature. 
defer my Chriitian Reader to his ſerious Conſole: | 
ration of what he meets with in the Tract before him, 
and heartily deſire that the ſame may be made of great 
Uſe to his Foy and Comfort. And may the God of 
Grace, to whom be the ſole Glory, as due, bleſs theſe 
wy poor Meditations to the eternal good of many 
Souls; which is and ſhall be the hearty Prayer of 


;. (Candid Reader) 
er 25. Thine unworthy Servant 


in our Lord Feſt us, 


John Chappelow. 
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The True Sh Pleaſure, a 4 
H. onour f Believers, Ke. = A 


1 3 


I's 8 my! IX. 6. The laſt Clauſe 6575 one. 

Te Everla laſting „„ „„ 
The whole Were reads thus: * * 4 "i 
As à Childs born, to us a Son is given, 
and the Government ſhall he upon H. 
S boulders, and his Name ſhall be called” 5 a. 
| Wonderful, Counſellor, the mighty: God, 
the Everlaſting Father, the Tune „ 
e 


- them, and they ſhou'd have a Time of great Trou- 


die and i and Dimmeſs' of Anpuiſh, and 


dn ſhow be driven to Dathneſs, v. 22. The ou wt 
be driven, ſore againſt their Wills, to Da RES 
the Diſpenſation ſhould have ſuch a. dark and” 


one Aspect, that 3 ä not ä what” 5 &: Y 


4s ; 


H E Lord had bien PANEL.” 5 3 
Troubles to Iſracl by the Prophet iin 
the foregoing Chapter, v. J, 8. be 
mould ſend the King of. Aria againſt 
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Ke Sac 3 4 
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q 2 5 | 
would become of them, nor when theſe Troubles 
ſhould end. Now the Lord, to alleviate their 
Sorrows, and according to his uſual manner and 
way with his People (for he ever retains thoughts 
of Kindneſs towards his 1/rael)). that he may ſup⸗- 
port dem under theſe Preſſures, he tells them in 
this Chapter, 2. 1. that nevertheleſs the Dimneſs 
ſhou'd-not be ſuch as was when the King of 4ſy- 
ria did more gently afflict them, when he at 
firſt made an inrode upon them; for then it was 
a growing Trouble. And though he at firſt treat- 
ed them friendly, and uſed them kindly, that they 
wight have a good Opinion of him, yet after- 
© vards when he ſaw they were ſomewhat enured 
o their melancholy Condition, as other Conque - 
rors often do, he let them know he was their 
Lord and Maſter, and did more grievouſly afflict 
them, and handles em ſo roughly, that his firſt 


R "Uſage of them was but as Dimneſs to this Dar- 
M neſs, a as expreſſed before: Now when thus it was, 


de Lord to comfort his Church, whether among 
. he. Jews, ſuch of them as believed; z or among the 
Jentiles who were far off, till brought. near by 


| 5 te powerful Grace of God: 1 ſay, to ſupport 


Theſe, he tells em of a great and glorious Light 


[i -__ Hov'd ſhine on 3 and this great Light ſnould 


comfort them that dwelt in the Land of the Shadow 
Death; which intends the 


poor Gentiles to be 


= comforted and ſaved by Jeſus Chriſt; and ſo 
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the Evangeliſt. Matthew brings its Accompliſh- _ 
ment down to the Time of Chriſt the Meſſiah, _ 


v. 13 to 16. 3 this Ter . 4 


Diffcult7: With great Submiſſion and Humilicy, 


0 3 5 1 
And from that time Jeſus began to preach the 
Goſpel of Salvation, and to call Diſciples, as ap- 
pears in the following Verſes of that Chapter. 
Ver. 3. Thou ba#t multiplied tbe Nations,” and 
not increaſed the Jey: they joy before thee, according 
to the Joy in Harveſt, and as Men rejoice when 
they divide the Spoil. At firſt view of this Verſe, 
it ſeems to have a great deal of Difficulty in it, 
to reconcile the former part and the latter part, 
each to other: And it is very lately that T 
underſtood it, as now; which, though it be fo- 
reign to what I have ſeen: | in any other Expoſition 
on the Words, I will offer my Thoughts on them 
to the candidgand judicious Reader to conſider, _ * 
as follows. Thou baſt multiplied the Nation, and not 
increaſed the Joy; which the learned and judici- 
ons Mr. Pool in his ' Annotations on the Place,” 
takes to be meant of God's multiplying his L 1 
Church by bringing in the Gentiles to the Faitk 
Chriſt, and ſo they are Abrabam's Seed, his Spi- 
ritual Seed, and Heirs according to the Promiſe: : 
And at this the Fews-were ſo far from rejoicing, 
that they - were offended and grieved; fo it ma - 
be truly ſaid, That their Joy was not increaſed* A 
at the multiplying of the true Seed of Hab. 
In this Senſe the Author aforeſaid,” carries the” | 
forepart of the Verſe, in Which ! heartily ae 
quieſce : But 'then how to make the latter part” w 
of a Piece with the former, he expreſſes eme 1 


£ IF 
$. 
1 5 


I take leave to carry it differentix e n; 9 
= andas1take it, it may be thus; They Jaybefore” 2 
tbee, according to the Joy in Harveſt, ans Men. | 
rejoice, &c. Which Particle, they, 1 humbly . +4 
on may refer to GER — 1 "<A 


- 
"4 -— 
» . 


— 1 


* * : 0 . 
— * 
* 4. 7 5 
8 
7 e 8 2 2 14 
1 A 


D ́¶ 


A tl | — 
Lo received. the Goſpel: and * Chriſt in it ; 
they re joiced before God, that he had ſent Chriſt 
a Saviour to them, that they who were counted 
Outeaſts and no People, ſhou'd now become the People = 
of the living God: 1a this they rejoiced, as well 
they might, as with the Joy of Harveſt, when 
the eee, has had a good Crop, and A fa- 
 vourable Seaſon to reap it, and bring it all 
home to his Barns, be brings in his laſt Cart- 
load with Shouting, makes his Harveſt-folks a 
good Supper, and they are all chearful and merry 
together; which in our day, is in many Places 
the Uſe; and may fitly be called the Foy in Har- 
weft; Thos did the poor converted Gentiles, + 
they rejoiced in the Grace of God towards them, 
that they might partake of this great Salvation 
8 Chriſt Jeſus, while, at the ſame time, the 
Jews were: greatly offended and grieved at the 
Succeſs of the Goſpel, A 13. 45, 46, 47, 48. 
But when the jlews ſaw the multitudes, they were fil- 
Jed with Envy, &c And when Paul and . Barna- 
bas. there ©. +28} their. Commiſſion of their 
7 45 to the Gentiles; upon hearing, of this 
9 * to them, tbey were glad, and glorified 
1 ond of the Lord. And if what 1 have offered, 
may be allowed to be the Meaning of the Words 
in the latter part of this third Verſe, they have 
not that great Difficulty in them, as at firſt View 
. 10 ſeemed. « 
Ver. 4. For thou baſt broker the Yoke if his Bur- | 
F 4 c. This ſeems to teach us, That God by . 
Chriſt world break the Yoke of the great rad - = 
the Devil, from off the Neck of his People, that 
be_ſhould 17 longer tyrannizeg over them; 1 A 15 
be done A 1 e M Pho | 
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| e 5 AE th Ts » 
in the Day of Midian, when "Gideon. "who, tho. 

but a Threfher, was a great Type of Jeſus Thrift, 
and he with three hundred Lappers, Mee that 
were pick'd and culld out of the Army for him, 
with a Trumpet in one Hand, and a Pitcher with 
a Lamp or Torch within it, in the other, fo 
frighted the huge Hoſt of the Afdianites, who 
took this handful of Men, by the ſudden Fright 
they gave them by their ſhouting and founding, 
and Light on all ſides appearing at once. at the - 


dead time of the Night, to be a wonderful. great”. 
Army, that they fell one upon another in dil> 3 


traction, and ran, and cried, and fled, Judg. 7. 


OY 5 2 
This Stratagem, of Gideon look'd mare like 1 


Comedy, than, a. Warlike AQion to conquer ſach- 


a numerqus Hoſt as, the Midianites were; But 
however, Gideon, having an Aſſurance from God 
of his Succeſs, he made the Attempt with great 
Bravery and Reſdlution, and accordingly gained 
a complete Victory : Now thoſe Trumpets ſound- 
ed by Gideon, and his Men being thus accoutred_ 
may in their Spiritual Meaning teach vs, that he 
Sounding of the Goſpel-Trumper by the Apoltles - 
and their Succeſſors commiſſioned by Chrilt felus 
their Captain-General, they who had this Lamp 
of Light in earthen Veſſels, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 


2 Cor. 4. 7. But we have this Treaſure in es 


God, and not of us, 


r 
— 

+ VP 
* 


+ 


ould notwithſtanding they = 


were a Company of very unlikely Men io do Ml 
ſach a Work as God would have doneby them, 
and on which account of their meannels, e 
_ Rulers, the Scribes and Phariſees, the Mer ok 
Learning, and Rabbi's of that Day were aftoniſh- - 

"7 "ip E 4 | 


ed 


* 


3 660 | 
ed at their Boldneſs and undaunted Courage in 
their Maſter's Work ; that theſej Men thus mean 
and contemptible in themſelves, ſhould do ſuch 
great and ſtupendious Works, and carry all be- 
2 them, againſt all the Power that their Op- 
poſers could make againſt them; this was indeed 
like 1 the Oppreſſor, as in the Day of 
Midian, oretold in this n 

Ver. 5. The Prophet gives a Deſcription of 
the Battel of the Warrior, how that is carried 
en with a confuſed Noiſe, and Carments rolled in 
Blood, the conquering Party ſhouting with Joy 
and Triumph, and the conquered deploring their 
Calamity with Cries of Lamentation, attended 


ih Garments rolled in Blood, which he de- 
Teribes to be the ordinary Caſe of thoſe that 
mare engaged in a bloody Battel: But here, he 


| Op of the Seribes and Phariſees, and of whomever elſe 


= ys — conſumed as Fewel by the Fire; ànd as this 


- *thews that the War that Chriſt Jeſas the Cap- 
Kain of our Salvation carries on againſt his and 
- His Peoples Enemies, ſhould be by other means, 
- the Conqueſt he wou d make ſhou'd be with 

"Burning and Fewel of Fire; which I take to be a 
” „Further Prophecy of what we had in the former 
Verſe, of Chriſt's powerful Succeſs againſt the 
Devil and his Works, for he came to deſtroy the 
oer, of the Devil, 1 Joh. 3.8, The Power and 
Purity of his Doctrine was ſuch, as burnt up 
And conſumed all the Stubble and falſe Doctrine 


» Tet themſclves to oppoſe the Doctrine of Chriſt, 
- and Salvation by him; they were all borntup 


Doctrine of Chriſt has hitherto prevailed, ſo it ? 


"Kill dall do againſt all the * that is or 
5482 de made againſt it. E 
er; 


LY 


E - 


Ta, 


09). 
Ver. 6. wherein the Textilies; comes in a 
Reaſon of the Tranſactions before mentione 
Tur unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son 18 gi 
Here the Rule and Government of Chriſt Je* _ 
is fully aſſerted, and that he as a King ſhor 
conquer all the Powers of Darkneſs as * 5 
been obſerved in the foregoing Verſes 
a unto us 4 Child is born, unto. — Y 
: Here we may ſee that this Child ] 
n or for us; there was no need that n 
ſhould have become and be born an Infant, an. 
while ſach hunted after by Herod the Fox (as *; 
our Lord called a ſucceeding Herod, Luk. 13. 4 
32.) to murder him, if it had not been for us; 
and ſo the Text ſays, Unto us a Child is am . 
to 115 4 Son is given. ce we may take no- 
tice, that he was horn on purpoſe to be given, 
to be given away as it were to us and for us 
it is as if the Father ſhou'd ſay, here is my Son, 
poor needy Sinners, 1 know you will he undone 
without him; hers take him, and much Good - 
may he do you, I give him to yon, and far you 
freely; O what wonderful, matchleſs Grace and 
Love is this + to give a Son, and ſuch 480 to 
ſuch great Ends and Purpoſes, to ſuch as did 
not ſo much as deſire him! And now when the 
Father gives him, he gives his Character alſo, 
what an one he is, and what he ſhou 4 be called, | 
and thefe are all great Titles, Wonderful, — 4 
ſellor, and then, the 2fighty God, Which we ate 
to carry along with us in all his other Tatles © 
and Offices, to give us the Comfort and Aſſu- A 
france of all we can expect from him ig — 
in as much as he is the Aigluy Gad, and ſd able 
_ * all he undertakes; and that this 
3 | B 4 ; 


* 


73) 
mighty God ſhould condeſcend to take our Na- 
ture into Union with himſelf, and ſo be- = - 
come a Man, that he might be a fit Mediator, is 
the Wonder of Wonders, the Myſtery of Myſte- 
ries, as called, 1 Tim. 3. 16. that the ſecond 
Per ſon in the glorious Trinity ſnou'd take the 
human ody prepared for bim into Subſiſtence 
with himſelf, hich is the pet ſonal Union, and -- 
ſo remaining what he was, began to be what he 
was not; for the Mord was made Fleſh and dwelt 
among us, Joh. 1. 14. is the greateſt of the eſ- 
. featial Works of God, and that which ſurpaſſes. 
dur Reaſon to comprehend : but herein appears 
tue pnexpreſſible Love of Chriſt which paſſeth 
,, Eph. 3. 19, that he who was God 
terte wich the Father would become a Man, 
b that He might be a fit Mediator; for he is not 
= Mediator as God, nor as Man diſtingly conſi- 
- dered, but as God-Man, as God-Man he is a 
1 -Prophet, Mat. 1 1. 27. a Prieſt, Job. 10. 17, 18. 
. . 2 King, Luk. 14,33- Acts 2. 36. and 
as God-Man, he is therefore Mediator, and as 
ſuch he took not this Office upon himſelf, but 
was appointed and called thereto by the Father, b: | 
= {and authorized as it were by Commiſſion under 
| Hand and Seal; Fob. 6. 36, for him bath' God the = 
= Father ſealed. And this gives his People matter + 


1 of great Support againſt all the Efforts of their 
. mot powerful Enemies, that he that is their 

= Mediator, is the Mighty God, and ſo well able to 
eiiie to the uttermoſt all them that depend on 1 
Fim, Aud then be is called in the words! 
have propoſed for a Foundation of the following 8 
Diſcourſe, the, everlaſting Father z and this is 4 : 
ps 3 to * his poor, weak and = 
CL wake | Bm * 
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wanting Children, that they have # Father that is 
Everlaſting, as in his Eſſence,” ſo in his Love, 
Power, Wiſdom, and in all other his fünnes 
that may encourage and comfort then: OWhae 
a bundle of Comfort, a cluſter of Conſolation is 
framed and bound together in this Verſe. And to 
. conclude all, he is called in the cloſe of it, the" 
Prince of Peace; not only the Prince, but the Ww 
Prince of Peace; a Prince he is that has many © 
Subjects, and all of them that love him; aud ate 
loyal to him, are made ſuch by bim; he fr 
made them ſo by his Love engaging their Loe, 
and by his Power ſwaying and obliging their 
Wills; ſo that they willingly ſubmit co ee 
Rule and Government, which he exerciſes Rn Ig 
the greateſt Lenity and Tenderneſs, für 
lights as the Prince of Piact, to reclaim tach, , 
when they are guilty of any As of Difloyalty® 
(as they often are) by merciful” Methods, fuß 
as by Proclamation of Pardon, and other "fue 1 
like gracious Proceedings. Aud as you Kno 
when a Stateſman or other Perſon has made H. 8 
ſelf guilty of any treaſonable Act againſt bis 
King or Country, and a Proclamation is iued 
out to take him, and then under a ſenſe of Guilt 
and Danger ſculks and keeps out of the way 
to eſcape the Puniſnment; but when de nens 
that there is 4 Pardon granted by bis gratis 
Prince, then he returns and ſhews bimſeff open- 
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1y:. and 1 doubt not but the King's moſtgra-"* 2 
cious and general Pardon but the other Da yx 


agreed to by both Houſes of our Honente ble 3 
Parliament, and ſigned by his Royal Majeſty, 1 


will bring ſeveral Perſons” concerned tent 
home to their Native Country, who forth 


2 * 1 
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on Security bad withdrawn themſel ves. And 
even ſo it is in the Caſe before us; the Lord 
ſus, as the Prince of Peace, proclaims Liberty to 
Captiues, the opening of the Priſon to them that are 
bownd, Iſa. 61.1. and this he does by way of 
Office, as appointed and anointed of the Fa- 
ther for that purpoſe, as he is the Prince of Peace, 
And thus I have taken a View of the Terms 
in this Verſe, wherein the Titles given the Lord 
Jeſus are expreſſed to be ſach as can be applied to 
no other, but to him who is God-Man Mediator 
and the Context both before and after, do ſuffi- 
FCiently confirm it, that he alone and no other 
enn be here intended. 

is the Title of the everlaſti 


* ing Father, that 
ch on, and ſhall attend in what lies before 


= in * Diſcourſe on the words of this Text 


And my Deſign herein is to ſet off the Love 
and Grace of our Lord jeſus, and to raiſe our 
Vals of him, and our Comfort from thence *' 
-arihing, to a greater and higher pitch; for there 
is abundance of Love in his Heart diſcovered by 
-Juch his near relation to them whom he pleaſes 
thus to honour, and there is alſo abundance of 
Comfort and ground of Truſt and Confidence in 
him, flowing from a View of this relation be: 
twixt Chriſt and the Believer, he a Father, and 
. "the r Believer his Child, his Son and Heir. 
I lay down the Propoſition following, as 
what] ſhall proſecute from the Text: = 


That Jeſus Chriſt, God-Man Mediator, i is a Fa- 
e and an everlaſting Father to his Church, and 
"bo * particular Member thereof. 1 
og FE... 


Ia 


proſecution of which Note, I ſhall endeavour; 


I. Prove it from ſome parallel Texts of Scrip= 

;* 8 3 ccc 
II. In what reſpects Jeſus Chriſt is a Father to 

his Childte. „ 
III. How or wherein he excels all other Fa- 

thers. 7 1 
IV. Make ſome Inferences and other Reflection? 


in the Application. 


I. To prove that Jeſus Chriſt God-Man Me- 5 
diator is a Father to his Church and particular 
Members thereof. A 
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28 God ſhall help me, to do theſe things following: ö 


1 have already ſaid in the opening of the _ 
Terms of this Verſe wherein the Words Fave _ * 
read for a Foundation to this Diſcourſe lie, UM 


Jeſus Chriſt ſtands in this Relation as God-Man 3 
as ſuch he is our Mediator, as ſuch he is the ever- 
laſting Father; for he in this Verſe bears the © 
Name of the Child born, and the Sen given, to | 
note his Manhood; and alſo called the mighty. 
God, whereby is fully and clearly held out to us 
the Union of the two Natures in him, as 1 have 
before obſerved, and agrees with what Mr. Nor- 
ten in his Orthodox Evangeliſt with good Autho- 
rity maintains. I ſhall mention ſome Scriptures 
which do confirm this Poſition, That Jeſus Chriſt 
is a Father to his Church. And beſides what we 
have in the Words themſelves, which are very 
full, we find the Prophet Iſaiab brings in Chriſt 
_ acknowledging his Children which the Father 
had given him, 7.8. 18. Bebeld I and the C. 
dren whom the Lord hath giuen me. And the 


—_— 


| 7: _—_ 
*Aathor is the Hebrews, ch. 2. 13. 1 4+ 6 Chil. 
Aren which God bath given me. He is not aſhamed 
to own them for his, tho they were as Mea won- 
der'd at, looked on as Wonders in 1/rarl, and as 
the Apoſtle ſays, 1 Cor. 4-13. Made as the Filth 
of the World, and as the Officouring of all things; 
yet he ſets a high Value oa them, agd accounts 
them his Jewels, Mal. 3. 1. He has them as his 
own by a good Title, by a double Title. 
1/t, They are his Children by Gift, as in the 
foregoing Scriptures, 1/a. 8. 18. and Hb. 2.13. 
Jud the Children mhom the Lerd bath given me : 
And as they are his Fathers Gift, he values them 


Highly, and is very tender over them in this Re- 


lation of a Father to them. 
ah, They are his Children by Purchaſe a 45 well 


86 by Sift; he made them bis own by a dear 
Price he paid for them ;, 1 Cor. 6. 20. Te are not 
your own, for ycu are bought with a Price: Aud the 


Apoltle Peter tells us what Price was paid for 


And this was the Effet of his Love as a 
75 
be ee. 


3 Ipropoſed to ſhew in what Reſpectʒ 4 


Chriſt ;Þ a Wife: to his Children. 
„Fathers beget their Children, the 


their Off. ſpring; , Jo is every Believer the,” re | 
Ott: ſpriog, of Chriſt, who begets them to him- 
ſelf. by bis Word and Spirit: and ſo he is called 


the 2 11 8 and Finiſher of their Faith, Heb. 12. 2. 
It is 
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BY 1 Pet. 1. 18, 19. Even the precicus Blood of 
ft as of 4 Lamb without Blemiſh and, without 


<< eSa dd = a u6Ewmamtecnm oo: od ond won ie is a> oa toebosc Man a= 


to the Children his Father had given, and 


be that begers them by the powerful Ope. 
ration of his e and Ee a over = 75 
in 
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Sia to Holineſs; and Io he is ſaid to give Re 


tance unto Iſrael, and Remiſſion of Sins, Acts 5.31, 
The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, all the three 
glorions Perſons in the bleſſed Trinity, concur - 
In this Conveyance of Grace; and as they were 
all equally concerned in making Man at his firſt. 
Creation, ſo they are alſo equally aad jointly con- 
cerned in the Salvation of every Believer : the 
Father gives the Son, John 3. 16. and the Son gives 
himſelf, Gl. 2. 20. and the Holy Spirit applies 
this Gift, and works the Soul into an Accep- 
tance thereof, and a willing Compliance with - 
the Deſign of Grace herein, Rom. 8. 13, 14. e 
if ye thro the Spirit do mortiſy the Deeds of the Body, 
ye ſball live; for as many as are led by the Spirit 
God, they are the Sons of God. The Spirit's Work” 
is to draw the Sinner, to make him willing ia 
the Day of his Power, Pſal. 1 10. 3. and ſo — ia 
Rom. d. juſt now cited, to lead, to draw, not c 
drive Sinners to Jeſus Chriſt, but ſweetly, and, 
yet powerfully, to bring the Will of the Crea 
ture, by Nature averſe to God, into a Compliance | 
with his Will. we 
And ſeeing this of a Father is one of thoſe; 
eminent Titles which in the Text is aſcribed c 53 
Jeſus Chriſt God-Man Mediator, I ſhall attend i 
as ſach. And as other Fathers beget their Chili 
dren, ſo Chriſt begets his Children, they are al 
his on this account: not a Son or Daughter comes 
to believe, but he by his Spirit works up the 
Soul to that Principle; John 17.2, 3. 4s tho. 
baſt given him Power over all Fleſh, that he ſhould * 
give eternal Life to as many as thou haſt given bim 2 
And this is Life eternal, to know thee Fl e only true 4 


Gs, * Jeſus Chriſt whos thou 52 ſent. Ou. 


9 
Jeſus doth both theſe ; he makes all them whom 


the Father bas given him to know God and Jeſus | 


Chriſt, to bring them to know the true way of 
their Salvation, and Redemption, and alſo to 
bring them to the aQual Poſſeſſion of that com- 
plete Salvation: ſo that the Beginning of this 
eternal Life, and the full Enjoyment and com- 
plete Fruition thereof are by Chriſt, who is in- 
veſted with this Power, as he ſays here in this 
Text. | 
- 2dly, Fathers love their Children: It is natu- 
ral to a tender Father to love his Children, and 
there indeed a Danger lies here, in exceeding the 
Joſt Bounds and Limits of Love ; 5 Parents are 
to launch out in their Affections towards 
their Children above what is due, eſpecially if 


tte y be towardly: but to ſet a Guard prodently | 
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Oer his Affection, leſt they exceed, is the Part 
-of a prudent Father. However, it is the Pro- 
perty of a Father to love his Children, and ſo 
does "Chriſt love his Children, he has the ſame 
Love for them all, whether rich or poor in the 
"World, he loves them with the greateſt and firm- 
elk Love, with an everlaſting Love; for as he is 
au everlaſting Father, ſo his Love i is like himſelf, 
: And he has given the greateſt De- 
monſtration of Love that we could wiſh for, in 
chat be gave himſelf for his Children, who are 
the Price and Purchaſe of his own Blood; and ſo 
the Apoſtle Paul ſays, Col. 2. 20. Who loved me, . 
an gave bimſelf for me. 
3dly, Fathers love the Company of their Chil⸗ 
dren ; they love to hear them prattle, and tell 
Js oct hat they want; and a little Child that” 
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* well underſtood by him; he underſtands the 


3 
2 


broken Language of his liſping Child, and if he 


bave an Apple in his Hand which the poor Child 
makes ſigns for, he ſuffers it to open one Finger, 
and then another, till it get it from him; and it * 
pleaſes the Father to ſee his poor Child thus to 
ftrive with him. And as Fathers love the Come + 
pany of their Children, ſo does Chriſt love the 
Company of his Children, as he fays to the 
Spoule, Cant-2. 14. O my Dove, that art in the 
Clefts ef the Rock, in the FAS Places of the Stairs, 
| let me ſee thy Coumenance, let me hear thy Voice, 
for ſweet is thy Voice, and thy Countenance 1s comely. 
He knows how to make Senſe of their broken 
Language, and how to conſtrue their abrupt Pe- 
titions, he knows the Language of their Groans. 
When the poor Believer is under ſome melan- 
choly Circumſtance, under ſome preſſing and 
weighty Affliction, be ſends up the Deſires of 
his Soul to Heaven in a Sigh or a Groan, which 
he cannot utter, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Rom. 8. 2. 
The Spirit maketh Int erceſſion for us, with Groaning. 
that cannot be utter d; and Chriſt well underſtands 
| the Language of every Groan wherewith the 
Spirit helps the Infirmities of his poor diſtreſſed 
Children. And this may be great Encourage» 
= meat to poor ſenſible Souls, who draw near 10 
him, tho with broken Petitions, that he knows + 
how to put them together, and alſo gan inter- 
pret their very Groans, And indeed it is for” © 
this that he ſometimes lays his Children under 
Affliction, that he may have their Company, and 
| that he may hear more frequently and mere 
| fervently from them: He knows, and wemag 
know ſomething of it our ſelves, that we | 
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and therefore he ſees a need of it for us to be 


but make uſe of the Rod to correct them: So 
does our beavenly Father, be correfts every Son 
whom he receiveth, Heb. 12. 6. he knows there is 


chaſtened in one kind or other, that in our Affic- 
tien we may ſeck him early, Hoſ. 5. 15. And 
thus Chriſt Jeſas is a Father in this reſpect, that 
he loves the Company of his Children. 4 2 
© -4thly, Pradeat Fathers correct their Children; 
they will not indalge them in any evil Practices, 


apt to grom remiſs and careleſs when all things 
80 with us according to our caraal Appetites 


need of it, 1 Pet. 1. 6. Tho now for a Seaſon (if 


need he) ye are in Heavintſs thro manifold Tempta- 


then will I viſit their Iniquity with the Rod, and 
their Tranſgreſſion with Stripes; nevertheleſs my 


Loving: Kindneſs will F not utterly take from bim, . 
nor ſuffer my Faithjulneſs to fail. And ſo David 
_ acknowledges to God, Thar in Faithfulneſs he bad 


affifted him, Pſal. 119.17. He knew the Tenour 


of God's Covenaat, and that his father ly Cor- 


tien. And indeed this is one Branch of the 
Covenant, P/al. 89. 390—34. If his Children for- 
Fake my Law, and walk not in my Judgments, &c. 


reftions were a Part of it. And we are not to 
account.of Affliction on any kind, other than a 


Fruit of divine Love; for as prudent” Fathers 


chaſten their Children to reclaim them from Evil, 


chaſten and correct his Children; but it is with 


o does jeſus Chriſt, our everlaſting Father, 


this gracious Deſign, that he may thereby pro- ; 


fit them, and make them Partakers of bis Holineſs, = 


Hed. 12. 10. * 5 
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Ithly, Fathers teach and inſtruct their Cu-: 
grep: ; and indeed this is what every good Bas + 
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ther will do: he will fee that bis poor Children 
be educated, taught and inſtructed in the Princi- 
ples of true Religion. He maſt be a very remiſs 

and careleſs Father that matters not, ſo that his 

Children be fed and clothed, fo they y get bur 

Meat to their Bellies, and Cloths to their Backs, 
whether they be inſtructed in the Matters that 
concern their Souls, or no; but every good Fa- 

tber will ſee to it, that his poor Children be in- 
ſtructed according as their Capacity can take it; 
even ſo does the Lord jeſus: he is ſuch a Father 

to every one of his Children, that he has made 
Proviſion ſq; them in this reſpect, Eph. 4. 11. 
He gives the Gifts in his Church for this End, 
that it may be edified and nurſed up in ſound 1 
Knowledge; and the great End of the Miniſtry . 
which he has provided, is to beget Souls to him- © 
ſelf, and to nurſe them up, and feed them 

with ſound Knowledge when they are thus Lo 

fon | 
- Gthly, Natural Fathers, provide Food jon 

Raiment for their Children; they do accord=- 

jag to their Capacity provide wholeſom Food = 
and deceat Apparel for them, that they ſtarve 
not for want of either, and they love to fee 
their poor Children well provided for —_ 

- theſe Accounts; and we ſee how hard ſome jour 
Folks work to nouriſh' and ſupply their Uttle” 
ones with ſuitable Conveniences of Food and 
Raiment : Thus alſo Jeſus Chriſt provides _ 
for his Church and every particular Member” 
thereof, ſuitable Food and Raiment; for this is 
his Family that he bas below here on Earth: 

70 And indeed every Son and Daughter that he has 

5 _w is a Member of 2 whole Family of N | 
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ven and Eartb, for they all belong to the ſame. 
Lord, and are ſaid to be of one Family as thus 
pertaining to him, Eph. 3. 15. Now Chriſt 
Jeſus, the Lord of this Family, takes care of 
every Member thereof, and he ſees that none 
therein want for Bread, nor for Clothing ; and 
therefore he provides both for them; he gives 
them his Fleſh and Blood to feed on, as he ſays 
John 6.55. For my Fleſh is Meat indeed, and my 
Blood 3s Drink indeed. And in Per, 35, of the 
ſame Chapter, And Jeſus ſaid unto them, I am the 
Bread of Life; he that cometh to me ſball never 
hunger, &c. Here the poor Believergmay feed by 
Faith, and find Nouriſhment, not Mly to keep 
him from ſtarving, but to make him lively and- 
= vigorous in the great Concerns of his Soul. And 
as Chriſt is this Bread of Liſe for the Soul to 
feed on, and to live by, ſo alſohe is the Believer's 
Robe, his Righteouſneſs, his perfe& and com- 
plete Fulfilling the Demands of the Law; is 
ſuch a Garment as covers the Believer from 
Head to Foot, ſo that he is thereby not only 
+ ſecured from the Strokes of divine Juſtice, but 
is alſo render'd acceptable and comely in the 
Eyes of that holy Majeſty, who does not behold 
 Inzquity in Jacob, nor ſee Perverſeneſs in Iſrael, 
Num. 23. 21. as being arrayed with this Robe of 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, wherein and whereby 
every Member of his Church is preſented to the. 
Holy God without Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, 
but © as holy and without blemiſh, Eph. 5.27. tho 
they are all of them conſcious to themſelves tbat 
they have pgrievouſly tranſgreſſed againſt the 
oly Law of a gracious and bountiful Coches . 
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Preſcriptions duly obſerved; ſuch a cordial Ju- 


Father of every Believer, will have a ſpecial Re- 


ho 


(19) RS, 
has laid them under innumerable Obligations to 
honour and. obey him. 3 

7thly, Natural Fathers have a ſpecial Regard: 
to their Children in the time of their Sickneſs; ; 
when a Child ails any thing, is ſeized with a. 
violent and dangerous Diſtemper, O what Care. 
is taken by a tender Father in ſuch a Caſe ! Such 
a Child muſt then be attended in a ſpecial man- 
ner, and ſuitable Means muſt be ſought for in 


order to his Recovery. O how concerned. is the 
tender Father for the poor Child in caſe of a 


dangerous Fever, or the Small-Pox, which threa- 
tens the Lifegof the weak Child! then the Doc»: 
tor and Apothecary mult be ſent for, and their 


lep, ſuch cordial Powders, ſuch a corroborating 
Mixture muſt be provided and adminiſter'd,.and- 
the ſame repeated as often as need ſhall require z 
a careful Nurſe muſt be procured tolook after the. 
fick ailing Child, and all the Family mult after a: 
ſort be neglected, that the poor weak Child may. 
be duly attended. And do earthly Fathers take 
ſuch Care of their Children in the time of their 

Sickneſs ? then ſure the Lord Jeſus who is the 


gard to his Children ia time of their Weakneſs 


and Aﬀi&ion. No temporal Father can mage 


ſuch Proviſioa, ſo proper, ſo ſuitable, ſo effes-- 
tual, to a weak ailing Child, as Chriſt. can. and 
does for his; and therefore the Pſalmiſt ſays, He 
reſtores my Sonl, Pſal. 23. 3. When the poor Be- 
liexer is faint and feeble, and almoſt worn out 
by ſome. weighty Affliction, then comes Chriſt 


Jeſus with a Sovereign Remedy, and reſtores. big 1 


Sen; puts new Life and Vigour into him, an 
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Muſes a new v Spring of Joy to ariſe and bubble i up 
in his Soul, The P/almift further owns God in 
this Matter, in Pſal. 103. 3. Who healeth all thy 


Diſeaſes. Let the Cafe of a poor drooping 
Chriſtian be never ſo ſad, never ſo bad, never 
deſperate, yet it is curable, in as much as be 
has a Father to have recourſe to, who heals all 
bis Diſeaſes, and has in Commiſſion to bind up the 
broken-hearted, And he was not more able, nor 
more ready and willing to heal deſperate Diſeaſes | 
"of Mens Bodies when on Earth (as you know | 
"how he was followed by Perſons who had laid 
long under inveterate Diſtempers) thas he. is 
now that he is in Heaven, able and willing 
to heal all the Diſeaſes that his poor . Chil- 
"dren labour under in this their State of Infir- 
— — * 
- *BSthly, Fathers love to ſee their Children thrive ; 
they provide Neceſſaries for them according as 
they are able, and they are glad that they do 
them good; they rejoice to ſee them lively and 
thriving; it is oe enough to ſee them hives juſt 
"Rept alive, and that's all, but they delight to ſee 
them lively and ſtrong, to thrive in their Per- 
*fons; and when they have put them into a way 
of Buſineſs for to live in the World, they joy to 
ſee them thrive in that too; even ſo the Lord 
Jeſus, he loves to ſee his Children lively, thri- 
ing and growing in their Souls, to have the 
"Graces of his Spirit not only in them, but ta 4- 
bound in them, 2 Pet. 1. 8. For if theſe things be 
n "you, and abound, they make you that you, Sol 
neither be barren, nor unfruitful in the 2 
oe Lord Jeſus "Chriſt, And fo we find Cheilt 
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| 1 ( 21 ) . 
oken ſuch things to them as might make his Foy to 
23 hon and that their Joy might Ares 4 | 
Now Chriſt had ſpoken many gracious Words to 
them, he had given them many ſweet Promiſe 
in the foregoing Chapter he had told them that 
he would prepare 4 Place for them, that where he 
3s, there they might be alſo, v. 3. He was reſoly'd to 
have 'em near him; he had alſo told them what 
great Succeſs their Prayers ſhould have that were 
up in his Name, v. 13, 14- J will do it; and 
that he would ſend the Comforter, and pray the Fa- 
ther for that end; and ſuch a Comforter as ſhould 
abide with them for ever, v. 16. and he promiſes 
his Father's Preſence, and his own Preſence to abide 
with them, v. 23.1 And all this to buoy up their 
Spirits againſt the Troubles and Sorrows: they 
ſhould meet with in the World. And he tells 
them further in Chap. 15. what he was to them, 
Vine, and the true Vine; and it was from him 
that all the Juice and Sap which 2ouriſhed them, 
and kept them alive, was derived, v. 5. and in 
v.11, he tells them, that he had ſpoken theſe things 
to them, theſe gracious ſweet Promiſes he had 
given them, with this Deſign, that his Foy might 
remain in them, and that their Foy might be ful. 
So that Chriſt would not only have them to have — 
Foy, but that Foy full, not ſcantling of joy, bar 
a Joy that might demonſtrate it ſelf to thoſe that 
converſed with them, as well as to their own = 
Souls, that they could rejoice in Hope of the: Glory © - 
of God, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks; Rom . 2, and as 
Chriſt would have the Joy of his Children to a- 
bound, ſo he would have all the Graces of his 
Spirit to abound in them alſo; their Love, Pa- 
tience and Humility; and he loves to ſee them 
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thriving, ia all the fruits of the dririt- So that 


(22) 


Ne. is a Father in this reſpect. ” 
. 9thly, A tender Father grieves at any Harm 


"on Evil which befals his Child, it troubles him 


to ſee his poor Child under any fore Affliction, 


and he cannot but ſympathize with him when he 
makes his moan to him to help him, and he 


cannot but take notice thereof with Sorrow and 


Trouble in his own Spirit. And alſo further, it 


grieves good Fathers when their Children run 


into any diſorderly courſes, if their Inſtructions 


take no place with them, but they will go on in 
their own ways, when they are gotten from un- 
der the wings of their tender Parents; Oh, how 


does this go to the Heart of Godly. Fathers ! 


and all this is from Love to them. Oh, how fain 


would they have them to do well, and how glad 


4's they when they ſee their dear Children ask- 


ing the way to Sion, with their Faces thitherward !. 
And on the contrary, how do they grieve to {ce 


#heir:Children (which are a part of themſelves, 
as they come from their Loins) take ſuch irregu- 


lar courſes, as they know, if perſiſted in, will in- 


xvitably end in their utter Ruin. Thus alſo the 


Lord jſeſus is a Father on both theſe Accounts: 


as to the Sorrows and Afflictions that befal his 


 -Ghildreo, he ſympathizes with them, and ſo it 


is ſaid, that in 1 their Afflictions he was afficted, 
Iſa. 63. 9. His Bowels yearn towards his poor, 


ſorrowful and diſconſolate Children; and more 


than ſo, for he comes in with ſuitable and ſea- 
{onable Comfort and Conſolation to them, which 


is more than the moſt tender-hearted Father 


bere can do; fain would they comfort and relieve 


2 


| tir hour: Chiles ig e ſorrowful dagen 2 


© 


_— 55 
but cannot; but Chriſt Ml who ſtands in Re- 
lation as a Father to every Believer, he can and 


will relieve them, and that in the very Nick of 
Time, as in the Caſe of Peter, juſt when be was 
ready to ſink, then Jeſus ſtretched Yorth bis Hand and 
caught him, Mat. 17 30, 31. How many and fre- 
quent Experiments have poor Believers of this ? 
O, what pleaſant Stories can they tell of their 

Beloved, his appear ing for them at ſuch and ſuch 
Aa Time, at ſuch and ſuch a Place, by ſuch aud 
ſuch a Promiſe, or ſach or ſach a Providence! 


And I perſuade my ſelf, that every Believer, 'who _ 
has been any conſiderable Time in the Houſe of 


God, can ſay ſomething to theſe things from! bis 


own Knowledge and Experience. And as this 


4 3 


and our Time, our Strength and Activity 1s ſpent | 
about the Pleaſures, or Profits, or Hogours*of 
| this World ; and when inſtead of laying out ouẽt 
ſelves for God, bis Cauſe, and the Intereſt of tue 
Goſpel, we run extravagantly with might and p 


great Father, the Lord Jeſus, ſympathizes with 
his Children, and bears a part with them in all 


their Sorrows, ſo alfo, as other Fathers, he s 


grieved at their Miſcarriages, when they walk 
not as Children of ſuch a Father, weng 


remiſs and negligent in Matters that nl — 
the Glory of God, and the Good o Wadi - 


Souls, and the Benefit of our Fellow-Chriſtians, A 


main in a continual Hurry after theſe poor e 
ty Vanities, and take ap with a formal, cuſtomaty 


Round of outward Performance of Duty, without Sk. 
the Life and Soul of Religion: This is what 

grie ves the Lord Jeſus, when he ſees that efpou-= 
_ Hal Love, which ſometime ſo warmed the Heart 


00 a poor Chriſtian: 1 his firſt Gouper ion, bee f 
- 4 | "+ n 1 
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ry | 
that Auibdied away to a mere n z this is 
that which grieves him exeeedingly. And ſo we 
fiad him complaining of the Church of Epheſus, 
that he had ſomething againſt her; and that was, 
that ſhe bed left her firſt Love, Rev. 2. 4. And ſo 
alſo we find the Lord complaining of Hſrael, Jer. 
2. 2, 5. I reniember thee, the Kindneſs of thy * 2 
the Love of thy Eſp euſals, when thou wenteſt after 
me an the Walden, in a Land that was not ſowen. 
God takes notice how kindly they carried towards 
bim when their eſpouſal Love warmed their 
Hearts,” they could then follow him in the 
Wildernefs; in a Land that was not ſowen ; their 
Way was not then ſtrawed with Roſes, nor 
were they ſurrounded with fruitfol Fields of 
Corn, and pleaſant Vineyards, but bem'd in on 
every ſide with warlike Nations, who were up 
in Arms againſt them to oppoſe their Paſſage; 
440 yet God takes notice of it as a Fruit of their 
that they followed him then; and indeed it 
was Their beſt ſo to do: for he led them a right 
Wa, as It is called, P/al. 107. 7. He led them forth 
N Way ;the right Way, as if there was no 
much right Way as it, no other like it for them: 
but het we find they make a ſad Declenſion, and 
therefore he expoſtulates with them, v. 5. Nhat 
 Jniquitybave your Fathers found in me, "that they are 
gone" far from me as much as if he had ſaid, I 
remember the time when it was otherwite with 
them than now it is; I remember when their 
Love engaged them to follow me, tho in a Wil- 
_ depneſs; but now they are gone, and far gone 
from! me: What Fault have they found in — 
DCoaduct ? Have not I ſecured them from all the 
„ — AY were W * ke + +. 4 
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the way, and yet they are gone, ed far Sen 
from me. And on this account it it ſaid, aba be: 

waz grieved with that Generation forty Tears, Pſal. 95, 8 
10. And thus it appears that Chriſt Jeſus as a 
Father is grieved at the Sin of his Children 3 

and indeed as a Father takes it worſe to be pro- 
voked by his own Child, than from another; ſo 
do the Sins of God's Children more provoke 
him, in as much as they are againſt moſt endear- 
ed Love, and moſt engaging Obligations. 

10thly, Fathers ſpare their Children while they 
are with them and do them Service, and ſo we have 
the tender Reſpect that God HG to his People 
expreſſed by this, Adal. 3-17, I will ſpare them, 
as a Man ſpareth his own Son that ſerves him: and 
you kuow — a Man will ſpare his own Sor” 
that ſerves him, if there be any dradgery Work 2 
any hard ſlaviſn Work, the Son maſt not have - 
it, ſore menial Servant or other muſt take it, 
and not the Son; bat if there be any 8 
more eaſy, or more cleanly than another, thats 

for the Son: fo Chriſt will not have his. . 
Children to do Drudgery: And ſo we find Sed 
calling Moab bis Waſhpor, Pſal. 60. 8. if God Wil 
have bis People — if they muſt be made 
whiter and brighter by ſcowering and rubbing, it: 
is Moab muſt do it. This is not a Work — 
God's Children, to chafe one another, to pen- 

ſecute one another; this is none of their Buſtneſay-- 
but the Work of Srakices; of Men that are: — . 4 

mies to God, and Enemies ro the Saints Jr 13 

fake; and indeed whatever is pretended, it is | 

that little Reſemblance to God that is upon his I 

People, which draws upon them the Hatred ank 

By — ——— os it is . they ne 
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« 26) 
into the ſame Exceſs of Riot nt themſelves, "hat 
they ſpeak Evil of them, 1 Pet. 4. 4. If they would 
be good jovial Fellows like themſelves, if they 
-would but laugh and talk merrily, break a plea- 
ſant Jeſt, and drink their Glaſs freely, they 
could like them well enough, but this preciſeneſs, 
and reſervedneſs of Temper, they hate, and 
think it ſpoils all free Converſation, and there- 
fore they cannot endure them, and wiſh a fair 
Riddance of them out of the World, and ra- 
ther than fail they'll lend them a lift to help 
them” forwards, and will call in their truſty 
Friends to bear a part with them in this Affair, 
as they in the Book of Act,, Chap. 21. 28. cry- 
ing out, Men of Iſrael, help: this is is the Man 
that teacheth, &c. But Chriſt will have none of 
bis Children engaged in any ſuch Drudgery. And 
therefore we have ſo many frequent Exhorta- 
tions: to be kindly affetioned one to another, with 
el Love, Rom. 12. 10. to love as Brethren, 
ii Few 3- 8. to love one another with a pure Heart 
I, pet. 1.22. to bear one anothers Bur⸗ 
t ſ fulfil the Law of Chriſt, Gal. 6. 2. 

"Ae To alſo the many Cautions againſt the works 
the Fleſh; with which the Word of God 
| "abounds; all which ſpeak ont to us, how, like a 

; Tather, the Lord Jeſus will have "bis Children 
employed honovurably i in his Seronder and not in 
4 he Devil's Drudgery. | 

*- 11thly, and Laftly, Fathers give a rende to 
their Children, and this is according to their Ca- 
Puasities; ſome are able to give more, ſome leſs": 

but it is uſual for Fathers to do ſomething this 
way, and it pleaſes a loving Father that he has 
33 * to give . NY that he 
n * | was, 1 


Dr 


$$... 
may put a Stock into his Hand, which by pru- 
deat Management he may afterwards live hap- 
pily upon. And when the Father is about to 
leave this World, he uſually gives by Will and 
Teſtament what he has among his Children, as 
they oblige him by their Duty; with as comfot- 
table a Reſerve for his Widow, if he leave one, 
as he can: So Chriſt is a Father on this Ac- 
count; all the good Things his Children have, 
flow from him as the Fountain of all Fulneſs ; 
for it has pleaſed the Father that in him all Ful- 
neſs ſhould dwell, Col. 1. 19. And this Ful neſs he 
has to diſpoſe. of among his Members, among 
his Children, as their Neceſſities require: And 
therefore if we look into Pſal. 68. 18. we ſhall 
there find it ſpoken of Chriſt, that he received 
| Gifts for Men; and in Eph. 4. 8. (which is taken 
from this of the Pſalmiſt, as the Mother Text) 
there it is {aid of Chriſt, that he gave Gifts unt 
Men; fairly intimating unto us (as I take it) 
that Chriſt received thoſe Gifts from the Father; 
on purpoſe to give them out again, agd tee 
be as the great Friend of his Church migit 8 
of this Magazine of Stores, furniſn everymne © 
according to their ſeveral Occaſions, and as 
the Work they were to be employed in, called 
for. And ſo we find in the 1th and 12th Verſes 
of the 4th Chap. to the Epheſſans, That he gans 
ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evan- 
geliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers, and all 5 
| This, for the perfecting ef the Saints," forthe Work © 
of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the B of 
Ghriſt. And indeed, all the Supplies of Grace, 
and all the Furniture of Gifts that any have, 


r Y 


(28) 
ſaid of Chriſt, Iſa. 61. 1, 2, 3. the Spirit of the 
Lord Gad it upon me, becauſe the Lord hath 
anointed me to preach glad Tidings to the Meek, &c. 
The Father has given Chriſt, as Mediator, a full 
Stock of Grace into his Hand, with Commiſſion | 
to lay it oat upon his indigent and needy Mem- | 
bers, that they might all be ſupplied: by him: I 

and to be ſare, he that has given ſuch ugdeni- 
able Inſtances of Love to his Children, will lay 
out that Store readily and feaſonably apon them; 
all this he does for them while they are here in 
his Pilgrimage-State, while they are in their 
ay to the Inheritance above. And as Fathers 
bequeattyſometbing by Will as aforefaid, ſo has 
Chriſt done, and this we find, Joh. 17. 24. Fa- 
ther, I wil that they alſo whom thou haſt given me 
be with me where. 1 am, that they may behold my 
| Glory which thou baſt given me. Now here he does 
not expreſs. bimfelt by way of Requeſt, as at 
ſome other Times when he prays the Father in 
| their behalf, but as a Teſtator, who when he is 
about co die, and has ſomewhat conſiderable to 
ive, he calls for a Clerk, and makes his Wi, 
and gives this and the other thing; ſuch an 
Eſtate to ſuch a Child, and fach another to ano- 
ther, ſo does Chriſt, Father I will that they whom thou 
' boaſt giver me, be with me where I am. He is not 
 eotitentto have Heaven, and be glorioully happy 
there alone, but he will have all his Children 
Aout him, and with him, and to partake of the 
fame Glory with him: and to be fure his Will 
Fall ſtand good, and none ſhall prevent his Chil- 
Axen of the Legacy he has given them. And thus 
the" Lord jeſus is a Father in all theſe ſeveral 
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Text, 


is an everlaſting Father, he lives for ever, and _ 
continues to be a Father to all his Children for 


in all their Diſtreſſes ; no earthly Fathend 


Chriſt ; he can by the Influence of the good Spirit "4 
of Grace be with all his Children to comfort and 
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III. I am to ſhew in the next place, whereia he 
excels all other Fathers, and FOG he does 1 in * 
Particulars. 

if. 1 ſhall begia with what we Lare i in the 
and that is, as he is an everlaſting Fa» 
ther; a loving tender Father here may do What 


he _ for his Children while he is with them, 


but he is a mortal Man, and muſt leave them; 
Death will call him from them, and he has but 
a ſhort ſtay with them here at longeſt, ang 
then he muſt leave them in a troubleſome Workd 
to ſhift for themſelves as they can: But Obri 


ever, he has been ſo to them all thro their ſe- 


veral Generations, and he continues ſo, and will 1 


be ſo for ever. 


24ly, He excels all other Fathers, in that he 
is 4 with them all to comfort and uphold them 


thus to his Children, he cannot always . 
them; if he attend one more carefully thaw 


_ ther, then that other muſt want the Co orbint 


his Preſence and Aſſiſtance : but it is not ſo 


ſupport them in their ſorrowful Hours. 
3aly, He excels all other Fathers, in that be 
has eth to ſupply all the wants of all 
bis Children. A Fg — Father may wiſh welt 
to his Children, and that he had wherewith he 


might relieve them in all their Wants, bat ia 
way Caſes he cannot; he may probably be in a 


ur to ber Food and Raiment for e 
eat 


3 5 


"Meat for their Bellies, and Clothes for their 


Backs, and it is, well it be can do this, and is 
what many poor honeſt - hearted Chriſtians can- 
not do; but if be can do that, yet he may have 
ſickly, alling Children, and one drops down af- 
ter another; and if he be able to procure whole- 
ſom Phylick, and comfortable Cordials for them, 
yet he can by no means make them ſucceſsful to 
we. againſt the dangerous Diſtemper which 

as ſeized them. But now Chriſt Jeſus is ſuch a 
Father, as bas every thing by him that any of 
his Children wants, for all Fulneſs dwells in him, 


Col. 1. 19. he has Strength for the Weak, Com- 


fort for Mourners, Health for the Sick, he cauſeth 
the Lame to leap as an Hart, and the Tongue of 


io the Dumb to ſing, Iſa. 35. 6. 


4, Chriſt [cſus excels all other Fathers, inthat 


he makes every Child an Heir, and that of the ſame. 


Inheritance; I he moſt affectionate Fatber can- 


not do thus; if he have an Eſtate in ſuch a Town | 


or County, if he give it to one Child, he cannot 
give e another to poſſeſs at the ſame Time; 5 
ee have it, another muſt want it. Old 


191 1 not give to his Son Eſau the Bleſſing 
which Jacob had gotten from bim by Craft, bur 


Jeb wuſt have it, and Eſau for whom he i in- 
tended it, muſt want it; but ſuch a Father is 


Chr iſt, as he gives the ſame Inheritance to all his 


Children, they are all Heirs, and not of a ſmall 


Eſtate neither, but of ſich an Ineritance as is 
1 deſcribed, 1 Pet. 1. 4. and is incorruptitle, unde- 
Fed, and that ſadeth not away, and reſerved in 


Heaven fer them. And if we read Ver. 5. we 


1 hal nd that as the Inheritance is kept for them, 
ſio aſſo they are kept for the Inheritance, ſo that 
| 12555 fral one 8 for ee God 
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is engaged to keep them, as it follows in that 
Verſe. And this may be great matter of Com- 
fort to a poor weak Believer, Who through bis 
own weakneſs may fear to come ſhort of it; that 
the Power of God ſtands engaged to bring him 
ſafe thither through all Gppoſitions that he meets 
with in his way. We have this great Privilege 
farther confirmed, Gal. 4. 7. If a Son, then an 
Heir; ſo that every Son is an Heir. Now it, 
you ask what theſe Sons are Heirs of, the next 
Words reſolve that Query, and tell us they are; 
Heirs of God;, and ſo Rom. 8. 17. if Children then. 
Heirs, as betore, Heirs of God, and that not. 
only Heirs of God as a Man's eldeſt Son is his, 
Heir, but Hezrs of God, and joint- Heirs with, 
Chriſt ; what God is, and what he has, is all 
the Believer's, he is an Heir thereto, and is in- 
ſtated into this great Privilege, by virtue of 
Chriſt his Head who is one with the Father. 
And again, he is Heir of the Promiſes, Heb. G. 
17. there they are called the Heirs of Promiſe,.. 
every poor Believer has a Right to all the Pro- £ 
miſes in the Bible, they are all his, and he way 
plead them as ſuch. They are alſo Heirs of the 
Grace of Life, and ſo they are called Heirs t0-. 
gether of this Grace, 1 Pet. 3. 7. 10 that all Be- 
lievers, one as well as another, are Herrs tage- 
ther of this Grace. Their Life lies hid in Cbriſt 
their Head, out of the obſervance of, the World, | 
and many Times the poor Believer himſelf is at. 
a Loſs to obſerve his way of Living, ia a diffi-,.. 
cult clondy Time, and bow this Principle f 


Life is kept up in his Soul; but fo it is, that, 


as the Apoſtle ſays, our Life is hid with. Chriſt - 
in God. And the poor drooping Believer may 
e the Promiſe of Chriſt to his Diſciples, | 
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Jobn 14.19. Recauſe I live, yt ſhat l;ve atſe. 80 


long as Chriſt lives, the Believer mall not die, for 
the Spring of Life in Chriſt is conveyed to him, 
to maintain his Spiritual Life, and bring him to 
a Life of Glory, of which as aforeſaid he is an 
Heir, and whither Chriſt Jeſus as his Forerunner 
5s for him entred, Heb. 6. 20. And is not this 
Heirſhip ſafficienr to keep the poor diſtreſſed 
Chriſtian from deſponding under all his preſent 
Preſſures, and put ſome Life and Spirit into 
him under bis now datk Circumſtances? _ 
© 5rbly, Chriſt Jeſus excels all other Fathers, in 


- that he makes 4 Conveyance of freſh Life to his 


Children ; he not only begets them to himſelf in 


their firſt Converſion by his Word and Spirit, 


but he conveys freſh Life to them, and ſo he is 
called the Believers Life; When Chrift who is cur 
Life ſhall appear, Col. 3. 4. Fathers beget their 
Children, and when they are produced and 


brought forth into the World, they may pro- 


vide for their Nouriſhment, but they caunot con- 
vey freſh Life from their own Bowels to them, 
there is no proper Organ betwixt thetn for any ſuch 
Conveyance * but it is other wiſe betwixr Chriſt 
and the Believer, for as every Branch in the Vine 
draws Sap and Nouriſhment from it, ſo does 
every Believer freſh Supplies of Grace from Chriſt 
as the Fountain; nor can he live without ſuch 
Supplies, but would wither and come to nothing. 


And indeed it is the great Ain of Believers, 
ife lies in Chriſt, 
that it is in the Hand of ſuch a Friend, of ſuch a 


that their Spring of Spiritual Li 


Father, who will upon all Occaſions give freſh 
Supplies of Life to them, that they may not only 


» 


and barely Ive, but be lively. 
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6thly, Chriſt excels all other Fathers, in that 
his Stores of Supplies are never leſſened by any _ 
or all the Acts of Bounty his Children bave from 
him. If a natural Father give liberally to his 
Children, and have many of them to provide 
for, he ſoon finds that his Bounty to them leſ- 
ſens his Stock, nor can it be otherwiſe; but it is 
not ſo with this Father, there is not only in 
him a Fulneſs and all Fulneſs, Fulneſs of every 
thing that the Believer wants, or can want, 
but alſo; that Fulneſs dwells in him, Col. 1. 19. 
it abides there, ever in him; ſo that a Believer 
under all his wants need never fear to meet with 
a Diſappointment on this account. And then 


it is obſervable, this has pleaſed the Father thus | 


to provide for kis needy Children, he took a 
Complacency and Delight herein: juſt as a kind 


made proviſion for his Son, "and has ſettled him. 
in a convenient Seat, well ſituated in a good 
pleaſant Air, with flowry Gardens, furniſhed - 
with fruitful Fields and Paſtures,” well watered, 
and- abounding with every thing elſe that may 
render it both pleaſant and profitable, he takes 
a View of what he has done in favour of his 
Son, and it pleaſes him at the Heart, that he 
has ſo well provided for him; even ſo the Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, his Father and 


for all the occaſions of the Children he bas given | 
him, IId. 8. 18. and he takes a View of all he 
bas done in their behalf, and is well pleaſed © 


Father, a. Perſon of Quality, who when he has 5 1 


our Father, he has made a Proviſion in his Son 


therewith, takes a Pleaſure and Delight therein. 
And then that this Fulneſs that is in Chriſt iss 


is what 
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A Weeks Chriſt an excellent Father; all the 
- Saints: thro all Ages have lived out of this Ful- 
neſs, and it is a full Fountain ſtill, and will 
be ſo long as any one Child of his needs it. 

7thly, Chriſt excels all other Fathers in that. 
he feeds his Children with the ſame Food, and 
at the ſame Time, nor does diſtance of Place 
hinder. A natural Father cannot do ſo, if he. 
gives a Morſel to one Child, another cannot 
have it; what he cuts and carves for one is 
only for that one, and another, has no Ad- 
vantage by it; but it is otherwiſe with Chriſt, 
he makes uſe of the ſame Word, the ſame. Pro-, 
miſe, to many of his Children; and this he can 
do. when they are remote one from another; 
he makes uſe of the ſame Sermon, and it may 
be: the ſame Sentence in it, to convert one and 
another : This he can do, and this he bas done, 
witneſs Peter's Sermon, dts 2. 4. and I doubt 


not but as there were many brought to Chriſt. 


by that one Sermon, ſo alſo many precious 
Souls have been comforted by the ſame Promiſe... 
And I doubt not but if they were to tell their 
Experiences one to another, which is a great and 
profitable Duty, but too much neglected, they 
would find it ſo, to their mutual. Comfort and. 
 Confotation. 

'Sthly, He excels all other Fathers, in that all 
his Children are the Price and Parchaſe of his 
own Blood. Whatever Favour the moſt tender 
Father does, or can do for his deareſt Child, yet. 
it is not the price of his Blood, nor is this the- 


>=" way appointed for the Production of Children: 


Sat not one Son or Daughter is born to God, 
but what is the price of the Blood of ay 
": ; NY * An 
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And ſo we find, * 28. Fred the Church of 

God, which he bath purchaſed with his own Blood. 

Gal. 2. 20. Who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. 

1 Pet. 1. 19. But with the precious Blood of Chriſt, 

as of a Lamb without Blemiſh and without Spot. 

1 Cor. 6. 19, 20. Te are not your own, for ye are 
bought with a Price: and this Price is the precious 
Blood of the precious Jeſus. 

_ © 'othly, Chriſt excels alldther Fathers, in that 
the Relation that he takes his Children into 
with himſelf ſhall never be diſſolved : there is 
no Security to be had betwixt the moſt endeared 

Fathers and Children here, that their Relation 
ſhall hold, tho never ſo deſirable : Death looſes _ 
the neareſt and cloſeſt Ties of natural Relations, 
the Husband is taken from the Wife of his Bo- 
ſom, or ſhe from him; the Father from the 
Child, or the Child from the Father; one dear 9 
Friend is ſeparated from another; a fudden ant 

_ farpriztng Diſtemper is ſent on purpoſe for this 
end, to ſnatch 'away 'a deſirable Relation, or x4 
hopeful. Child, and there is no bribing of Ron 
this Serjeant will take no Fee to forbear the 
Arreſt which he has in commiſſion to execute; 
and ſo the neareſt and deareſt Relations amon 
Men are broken and diſſolved. But Chriſt is fach lt 
a Father as will continue in that Relation to his 
Children, and that for ever, for whom be loves, 

he love: to the End; whom he takes into Sonſhip, 

i it is ſuch as ſhall hold, the Relation is unchange= 

able, for the Gifts 1270 Calling of God are without. 

| Repentance, Rom. 11. 29. he never: turns an of _ 

his' Children out of the Family for Miſcareiugs': 1 

he may and often does correct them, hut Mill he 

3 them in his 3 Fſal. 89, 3053 1 . 
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If his Children forſake my Law, and walk not in my 
Statutes, &c. what would he do with them in 
ſuch a Caſe ? Would he diſown them, and turn 
them out of Doors, and never own them more ? 
No, no, he would viſit their Tranſgreſſions with the 
Rod, and their Iniquity with Stripes; he would not 
preſently knock them on the Head with a Club, 
nor ſtrike them through with his Sword; but 
take the Rod to them, and laſh them therewith : 
but it comes in with a Nevertheleſs, a Notwith- 
ſtanding that they had done ſo, and notwit hſtand- 
ing he would do ſo, yet his loving Kindneſs be 
would not utterly take from them; he would not 
quite czſhier them, and utterly reject them: this 
is not God's way with his Children. And there- 
fore we find him expoſtulating with himſelf in 


great Affection after he had been correcting E- 
plraim, ſer. 31. 20. 1s Ephraim my dear Son? Is 


he a pleaſant Child? For ſince 1 ſpoke againſt. him, I 
do earneſily remember him ſtill; therefore my Bowels 


are troubled fer him, I wi ſurely have mercy on 


him, faith the Lord. God ſpeaks here like a ten- 
der Father that is greatly affected and afflicted in 
himſelf, that the Caſe has been ſuch betwixt 
him and his dear Child, that he has been forced 
to correct him, to take the Rod and chaſten him; 
but all the while bis Bowels beat towards him, 
and he cannot but have Compaſſion: for him, and 

have a Reſerve of Kindneſs for him; and ſo he 


takes up a kind Reſolution in himſelf, that not- 


withſtanding all the Controverſy that has paſſed 
between them, yet he will again receive him in- 
to his Favour: Even ſo does the Lord Jeſus; this 
Kind Father, this eycrlaſting Father, pities his 

Poor Children all the while they are under Cor- 


. | rection, 


rection, and his Bowels are troubled for them; 
and therefore he will not caſt them off for ever, nor 
is bis Mercy quite gone, Pſal. 94. 14. Lam. 3. 31. 
For the Lord will not caſt off for ever. They may be 
ready ſometimes to conclude againſt themſelves, as 
that diſtreſſed, yet good Man Aſaph, Pſal. 77. 7, 
8, 9. Will the Lord caſt off for ever? and will he be 
BK favourable no more ? is his Mercy clean gone for 
ever ? doth his Promiſe fail for evermore ? hath God 
forgotten to be gracious ? hath he in Anger ſhut up 
his tender Mercies? O what a Conflict had this 
good Man in himſelf! and how hard put to it 
while his Faith ran low! but then he recolledts 
himſelf in the roth Verſe,and fo forward, and calls 
to mind what God had done formerly, and takes 
Encouragement from ſeveral Paſſages of God's 
Mercy formerly manifeſted, that God would ſtill 
help him ; and ſo he recovers of this Diſtemper 
of Mind, and recollects himſelf better, andowns 
this as his Infirmity. And it was the Grace and 
Favour of God that kept this poor diſtreſſed 
Man from utterly deſponding; and fo it is to this 
Day: for tho he chaſten, yet he will not"deftroy. 
And by all this it appears, that this Relation öf 
Father and Children betwixt Chriſt and Belie- 


vers, ſhall never be broken or diſſolved; © 
tothly, Chriſt excels all other Fathers, in that 
he gives Strength to his Children, to do what- 
ever Work he appoints them. Whatever Work 
he calls them to, he ever furniſhes them with 
Strength to perform it: Other Fathers cannot 
do this, they can ſet their Children Work to be 
done, but cannot impart Strength to doit,” Tt 
the Father go abroad, he can tell bis Son what 

he. would have done: „ Son (ſays he) 1 nd 
ED B35, * © haye 
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& have you do this and the other thing; and 
&« pray be diligent and careful in your Buſineſs, 
« and do not flubber over your Work; but let 
& me have it done nicely, like a Son of ſuch a 
é kind Father as you know 1 am to you.” But 
all the while the Father makes no Promiſe of gi- 
ving his Son Strength to do what he would haye 
done; nor does the Son expect it, for they both 
know this cannot be: but now Chriſt makes a 
Conveyance of Strength to his Children, to do 
all the Work he ſets them to do. If Satan have 
leave to ſift Peter by Temptations, Chriſt will 
have Peter to ſtand againſt his Temptations ; and 
he, to encourage him, tells Peter, that he bas 
prayed that his Faith fail not, Luke 22, 32. If 
Chriſt will have Paul to bear a Teſtimony for 
Him at Corinth, where he had much People to be 
brought over to himſelf by PauPs Miniſtry, he 
will encourage him therein, and ſecure him from 
the Malice of his Enemies, ſo long as he has any 
Work for him there, A#s 18. 9, 10. And the 
Security that Paul had in his Lord's Service was 
not all; for beſides that, he was ſtrengthned to 
the performance of that Work by him that enga- 
ged him in it. We have a great Word to this 
purpoſe, I/. 41. 8, 9, 10. But thou Iſrael art my 
Servant, Jacob whom I have choſen, &c. fear thou 
not, for I am with thee 5, be not diſmayed, for I am 
thy God; I will ſtrengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, 
yea, I will uphold thee with the right Hand of my 
| Righteouſneſs. 1 
I1ebly, Chriſt excels all other Fathers, in that 
he never loſes any of his Children; they never die 
in that Relation he takes them into with himſelf; 
we ſee it otherwiſe among Men, Children die on 
r * 
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after another, and leave their Parents; and 
there do not want Inſtances of Fathers who have 
had many Children, yet they are all dead and 
gone, and ſo he who was a tender Father of ma- 
ny Children, may be left childleſs, not withſtand- 
ing all his Care and Concern for them in the time 
of their Sickneſs: But Chriſt is ſuch a Father as 
keeps all his Children alive, for be himſelf is 
their Life, Col. 3. 4. men Chriſt who is our Life 
ſhall appear, &c. It is by him that the Belierer 
lives; and therefore he to encourage his Diſciples, 3 
tells them, John 14. 19. Becauſe I live, ye ſhall © 
live alſo. So long as Chriſt lives, who is the 
Spring of the Believers Life, there will be a con- 
ſtant Conveyance of Life from him to them, ſo 
that they ſhall never die, John 11. 26. The Be- 
liever may have his ſwooning Fits, he may have 
his Decays and Declenſions, be flat and dead inan 
his Spirit for a time; but ſtill he ſhall not die, he 
ſnall be revived and recovered again; for Chriſt 
who is his Life, will not ſuffer him to die, and 
be utterly lot. | 1-559 
12thly, He exceeds all other Fathers, in that 
he never forgets his Children; he always re- 
tains a kind Remembrance of them, and though 
they grieve him by many Provocations, yet he 
remembers them ſtill ; and ſo the Lord ſpeaks 
concerning Ephraim, Jer. 31. 20. Is Ephraim my 
dear Son? is he a pleaſant Child? for ſince the 
time I ſpake againſt him, I do earneſtly remember 
him ſtill, and that ſo as to have mercy. on him; 
for ſo it follows, Therefore my Bowels art troubled 
for him, I will ſurely have mercy on him, faith 
the Lord. It is often otherwiſe with natural 
Fathers, the Proyocations they have from their 
* DP Children 
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Children may be ſo heinous and aggravated, as 
they may forget them: And ſo we find, that a 
tender Mother may forget her own ſucking 
- Child, that ſhe ſhall not have Compaſſion on the 
Son of her Womb. Such a thing may be, that 
ſuch a Mother may forget ſuch a Child, and yetſays 
God, Tet will not I forget thee, I have graven thee 
upon the Palms of my Hands, thy Walls are continu- 
ally before me, Iſa. 49. 15, 16. There have been 
Inſtances of Fathers, who by the great Provoca- 
tions of their Children, have been ſo ſevere as to 
difown them, and diſinherit them; but it is not 
ſo with Chriſt, who loves to the end, John 13. 1. 
The many Provocations that they give him, 
hinder not his Love; they are ſo riveted in his 
Heart, that he cannot forget to be gracious un- 
to them; and tho they by their Miſcarriages 
provoke him to withdraw and hide himſelf from 
them, yet his Bowels of Compaſſion will not 
ſuffer him always to do thus, but he will take 
an Opportunity to diſcover himſelf again, and 
befriend them, as in the Caſe of the Spouſe, Carr. 
5. 3, &c. If the Spouſe be backward to ſeek her 
Beloved, he will put in his Hand by the Hole 
of the Door to engage her; for he is ever firſt in 
his Overtures of Peace and Friendſhip. 
13thly. Chriſt excels all other Fathers, in that 
he has a further Concern for them, now that he 
is gone to Glory; he can act, and does act for 
tbem now that he is there; his Love is ſuch, that 
he is ſtill concerned for them now that he is in 
his exalted State above, as if all that he had done 
for them on Earth were too little to expreſs his 
Love, but he will give them a further Aſſurance 
of it by what he is ſtill doing for them in his 
e Wea. power⸗ 
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powerful Interceſſion for them; his Bowels are 

as much towards them as ever, he knows their 
Circumſtances of Neceſſity on many accounts  * 
and therefore he does the part of an Advocate 
for them with the Father, his Father and their 
Father; which Relation of his and theirs too with 
this Father with whom he iatercedes for them, 
gives a great Security to them of his Succeſs in 
their behalf. It is not ſo with temporal Fathers, 
when they are dead and gone, there is no more 
that they can do for their Children; they may 
counſel them, and caution them, and they may 
pity them, and pray for them while here, but 
they can do nothing for them when they are 
gone hence; but it is otherwiſe with Chriſt, this 
Everlaſting Father: And therefore the Apoſtle. 
tells the Hebrews, chap. 6. 20. That Chriſt, as a a 
Forerunner, was for them as well as for him, en- 
tred into Heaven, whicher the Forerunner is fr 
4s entred, This great Friend and Father is noc 
gone into the Heavens there to be glorious alone, 

but he will have all his Children there about 
him, that they alſo may ſhare with him in all - 
the Glory above; and he will never give -r 
pleading with his Father and their Father, till he 
have 'em all with him, and every Son and Daughs» - 

ter be inſtated in that Glory, and fully poſſeſ- 

ſed of thoſe Manſions he is now prepariag for 
them : for they are there ſecured and reſerved - 

for them, 1 Pet. 1. 4. reſerved in Heaven for. ho. 

And if we mind what follows in the next Verſe, 

we ſhall find a double Security made for the Be- 
liever, the Inheritance is reſerved for: him, and 

he kept for the Inheritance, and the Power of 
God is engaged to keep him for the ſame 3 
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that as theſe Manſions (as they are called, John 
14. 2.) fhall not ſtand empty, but ſhall all be fil- 
led, fo not one Believer ſhall want a Manſion, for 
they are kept and preſerved one for the other. 
And by all, and in all theſe Particulars that I have 
mentioned, it appears that Chriſt Jeſus excels, 
and far exceeds all other the moſt tender and af- 
fectionate Fathers here among Men, and ſo may 
well be called an Everlaſting Father. 5 


IV. I now proceed to the Inferences, in the Uſe 
and Application of what is already delivered. 
Inſer. 1. If jeſus Chriſt be a Father, and ſuch 

2 Father as aforeſaid, then we may hence infer 
the condeſcending Love and Grace that is in 
Chriſt, to take ſuch unworthy Objects into ſuch 

near Relation to himſelf, It would be a won- 
derful Act df condeſcending Grace in a Perſon 
of Quality, if he ſhould come into the City, 
And caſt his Eye upon a poor ragged Child, 
wandring*or begging in the Streets, and take 
Him home with him, and make him his adopted 
Son, and would have him owned and acknow- 
Jedged as ſuch by all his Family; this would be 
an unparallel'd Act of Grace: but it is more in 
Chr iſt to take a poor filthy, forlorn, ragged Crea- 
ture, full of running Sores, and having nothing 
to recommend him to the Love and Grace of 
Juch a Friend, and yet he to take him of mere 
Grace, and adopt him to be his Son, and to 
take care of him, as the good Samaritan did of 
the Man fallen among Thieves ; this is all of 

Grace and Love, 1 John 3. 1. Behold, what manner 
of Love is this, that we ſhould be called the Sons of 
God! And that which ſtill makes it the more 
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wonderful, is, that as there was nothing in the 
Sinner deſirable, nor any Motion on his part to 
requeſt ſuch a Favour, there was alſo an Averſe- 
neſs of Will againſt any ſuch Honour to be 
conferred on him; and he was better pleaſed = 
with his own Miſery, than to be brought into 
this happy Relation. There might be ſomething 
in the other Inſtance that was deſirable, there 
might be ſome amiable Features in a poor rag- 
ged, vagrant Child, notwithſtanding his meag- 
neſs of Circumſtances, which might move the 
Perſon of Quality; and no doubt but ſuch a poor 
Child would be heartily glad of ſuch a fingular 
Favour to be conferred on him; no need of Ar- 
guments to perſuade him to go into the honou- 
rable Family, there to be taken care of for ever 
after. But there is an Obſtinacy of Will by Na- 
ture in the miſerable Creature whom Chriſt deals 
with, and he is averſe to his own Happineſs; fa” 
that there muſt be a Conqueſt over his Will, the 
old Principle muſt be taken out, and a new one 
put in; the mend ing of the old Frame will not 
do, this would be but Patch- work. If a Clock 
or a Watch go not regularly, the taking out the 
old Wheel, and mending it where it was amils, 
may probably make it go regularly; but not fo 
in the Caſe before us, every Wheel muſt be 
new, old Work cannot be mended; it muſt be 
all new, new Judgment, new Affections, new 
Will, the Memory new; and therefore the con- 
verted Soul is called 4 new Creature, 2 Cor. 5, 1 . * 
I any Man be in Chriſt, he is a new Creatures 
eld things are paſſed away, behold, all things arg 
become new. Old things are paſt away, not old 
things are mended, there the Faculties are all 
—_— "rg Ns new- 
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ne- moulded, they are not deſtroyed; but as to 
the manner of their acting, they are all renewed; 
the Bent and Frame of them is quite ſet to act to 
other Ends and Purpoſes: and this ſhews forth 
not only the Skill, but alſo the good Will of the 
Workman, who maketh ſuch Alterations in eve- 


ry Son whom he receiveth. And for this his | 


Grace and Love is to be admired and adored. 

2ly. Hence alſo we may infer the Honour and 
Dignity that is hereby conferred on every Belie- 
ver; he is taken into Sonſhip with Chriſt this 
Everlaſting Father. David thought it a great 
Matter to be the King's Son-in-law, when he ac- 
counts hĩimſelf to be but a poor Man, and light- 
ly eſteemed, 1 Sam. 18. 23. He thought it an 
Honour too great for the Meanneſs of his State 
and Condition. And if it be fo great a matter 
to be taken into this Relation toan earthly Prince, 


much more is it honourable to be taken into 


Sonſhip to Chriſt Jeſus; for hereby the poor 
Believer is brought into Fellowſhip with him, 
has Freedom of Communion with him; and fo 
the Apoſtle owns it a great Privilege, 1 John 3. 
1. Bebold what manner of Love the Father hath be- 
ſtowed on us, that we, &c. To have the Heart of 
Chriſt towards you, to have him take you into 
his Company, and then.tell you with the great- 


eſt Freedom how he loves you, how dear you are 


to him, and to give you ſo many undeniable In- 
ſtances of that Love; this muſt needs be very de- 
lightful to gracious Souls to hear of, with aſſu- 
rance of bringing them into a further State of 
Glory and Dignity, when he takes theminto that 
exalted State of Happineſs in the Regions above, 
whither he is gone aforehand, as their Forerun- 
- pane 2 ner, 
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ner, and as it were an Harbinger, to take up a 
Reſidence for them, where they: ſhall be ever 
with him. And this Honour have all the Saints, 
which is unconceivably above all the fading Ho- 


nour of this World that the greateſt Heroes can 


arrive at in it. | Digs” "7 

Inf. 3. If Chriſt Jeſus, &c. then hence we may 
infer the Safety and Security of his Childreg.. 
It is the Concern of loving Fathers to ſecure 
their Children from Harms as much as they can, 
they cannot always do this ſo fully as they would, 
but according to their Capacity they will do it; 
but now Chriſt both will and can do it, /. 27; 
3. I the Lord do keep it, I will water it every A. 
ment, leſt any hurt it; I will keep it Night and 
Day. O, what a gracious good Word is this for 
the Security of God's poor Children, that their 
Father will keep them, leſt any hurt them! The 
Devil is ſaid to go about like a roaring Lion, 


ſeeking whom he may devour, 1 Pet. 5. 8. Bleſſed © * 


be God, it is not, whom he will devour ;, and that 
the Lion of the Tribe of Judah is the Security 
of every Believer from the Ravage of this roar- 
Mg Lion, for he keeps them, leſt: any hurt them, 
leſt their moſt malignant Enemies hurt them; 
yea, that they hurt not themſelves; for indeed 


they are in more Danger from themſelves tan 


from any other Quarter; if it were not for the 
Tinder that is in their own Hearts, the Devils 
ſtriking Fire would not catch and kindle; but 
Chriſt is the Believer's beſt Security, even in this 
Caſe, and fo he told Peter, Luke 22. 31. Sima 
Simon, Satan hath deſired, &g. but I have — 
that thy Faith fail net. 33 wr 
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Inf. 4. Hence we may infer the Privilege of 
Believers above other Men ; Men of the World 
may have great things of it, and in it, but they 
have them not as Children from a Father, they 
have em not with Love, tho with Leave; Pa 4 
times they are curſed to them, as Mal. 2. 2. J 
will curſe their Bleſſings, yea I have curſed them 
already. How fad and dreadful a Cafe is this, 
for a Man to have an Eſtate with a Curſe, to 
have fruitful Fields and fall Barns with a Curſe, 
to have a Shop filled with choice freſh Goods, 
Warehouſes cram'd with Stores of excellent 
Commodities, and all theſe with a Curſe; BB 
for the Merchant to have his Cellars full of 
rich Merchandize, -and ſach Ships as he has 
a:iconfiderable Concern in, he hears are for- 
ward on their way home, and he hopes to 
have them at their Port in a few days, if the 
Wind ftand as it is; and therefore he bethinks 
Him of taking ſuch neighbouring Cellars: where | ful 
to lodge his Effects when arrived; and yet all thefe ar 
to be with a Curſe; this is very dreadful: and 
yet ſo it is wit wicked Men, inaſmuch as they Ill 2? 
have them not in a Covenant-way, and are many Ft 
times as Fuel to their Luſts, and employed to al 
wicked Ends and Purpoſes; but it is not ſo with th 
= God's Children, what they have in the World; IR *' 
and of it, it is in a Covenant-way, as a Fruit al 
of the Purchaſe and Mediation of Chriſt. And BR 
ſd we find it 'fecorded to the Comfort of God's ll f 
Children, P/, l. 37.26. That a little that a righ- h 
teaqus Man bath, is bitter than the Riches of many P 
Fagked. » When the ſtately Structures with all t 
their rich Furniture, the flowery Gardefls, fruit- 
ful Fields, fatted Cattle of all ſorts, rich Mer- . 
1 Kat Chandige, 
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25 | | 
chandize, and all other the Stores of many wicked 
Men were reckoned up at their full Value, and 

put into a groſs Sum, they come ſhort of the 

little that one righteous Man hath, which exceeds 

all this Plenty of theirs, inaſmuch as he bas his' 

little with the Favour of his God in a Covenants 

way; Which gives him a ſweet: Reliſh of what 

he has, and has the Pleaſure and Sweetneſs there- 

of, as handed down to him by Divine Goodneſs; 

which Conſideration affords abundance of Satiſ- 

faction in the Enjoyment of what he has. And 

when the Apoſtle would comfort the poor Saints” 

| of the Church of Corinth againſt the Preſſures 

they met with from this World, and in it, he 

| tells them, 1 Cor. 3.21, 22. All, all yours, whether; 

Paul, or Apollo, or Cephas, or the World, or Life, 

or Death, or things preſent, or things to come, al —_— 

yours z they had 'em all in a way of Mercy, andof 4 

the Covenant, by which they were not only right=" _ = 

fully, bat alſo mercifully poſſeſſed of them, and ſo 

are thereby privileged therein above other Men. 
Inf. 5. If Chriſt Jeſus be a Father to Believers," 

and they his Children, we may hence infer the- 

Freedom of Acceſs the Believer has to Chriſt, 

and thro him to God the Father, who is his Fa 

ther and their Father; and ſo there muſt needs be 

an endeared Love and Affection in one to another 

amongſt them all: and this not only makes 

much for the Believer's Acceſs to, but alſo for 

his Acceptance at the Throne of Grace, whither” 

he may come, and come with Boldneſs, as the Aw 

poſtle ſpeaks, Heb. 4. 16, It makes much for 

the Intereſt of an offending Child, When fr! 

ſome. Miſcarriage he has provoked his Father, 

that he has one who has the Father's Ear, who" 
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will undertake for him, and uſe Arguments in 
his behalf to procure his Peace. Such a Friend 
the Believer has of Chriſt, who, to encourage his 
Diſciples, tells them, John 20. 17. I go to my Fa- 
ther and your Father; hereby he would comfort 

them, and tell them in what a fair way he was 
to obtain and ſucceed for them in what he inter- 
ceeded, inaſmuch as he intercedes for them with 
one who was ſo near related to him, and them 
too. And further, we are to conſider, that this 
Work is the Buſineſs of bis Life in Heaven; he e- 
ver lives to make Interceſſion for us, Heb. 7. 25, It 
is his Calling and Buſineſs that he lives to proſe- 
cute now in Heaven. Joab befriended Abſalom 
when he got a prudent Woman to ſpeak to King 
David in his behalf, to bring him home from 
Baniſhment, and'afterwards to procure his com- 
ing into the Preſence and Favour of the King by 
his own Mediation. Such a Friend has the Be- 
lIiever of Chriſt, one who has the Father's Ear, 
and one who has his Heart too; one by whom 
he has Acceſs to the Father with Boldneſs and 
Acceptance with him too : which muſt needs be 
his great Privilege, and is the Privilege of every 
Son and Daughter of Chriſt Jeſus this Everlaſting 
Father. 8 
Ia. 6. Hence infer the Duty of every Belie- 
ver to walk as becomes a Child of ſuch a Fa- 
ther. The many repeated Acts of Kindneſs which 
a tender Father ſhews to a beloved Child, are 
great Obligations upon him, if ingenuous, to his 
Duty to ſuch a Father; and he retains a grate- 
ful Remembrance of bis Father's Care over him 
when very young, and how he was kindly con- 
cerned for him in all the * 
I | e nis 
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his Life, both in Health and Sickneſs; and this 
obliges him to obſerve his Father's Will, and to 
honour and reverence him, and think he can ne- 
ver do enough to oblige ſuch a loving Father 
as he has been. And if it be ſo with an inge- 
nuous and dutiful Son among Men, much more 
ſhould it be ſo with every Son and Daughter of 
this Everlaſting Father the Lord Jeſus, who 
has far ſurpaſſed the Kindneſs of the moſt ten- 
der-and affectionate Father here on Earth, O, 
my Brethren! if we take a view of what he has 
done, and what he has ſuffered, how he abaſed | 
himſelf, and came from the Pinnacle of Glory, 
and how willing he was to take our Nature upon 
him, and with what deſign he did all this, what 
he had in view in all his Undertakings, which 
was to bring many Sons to Glory, and as among the 
reſt; when we ſeriouſly think of theſe things in 
him, we may well ſay with the Apoſtle, Gal. 2. 
20. who loved me, and gave himſelf for me; and 
this the pooreſt Believer may ſay. How ſhould 
theſe his great Undertakings, and Deſign in 
them, oblige us to adore his Grace in the Rich» 
neſs and Freenefs thereof! how ſhou'd it ſhame 
us to think how ready and forward he was to 
lay down that Body that was prepared for him, 
in a painful and ſhameful Death, and his great 
Deſign of Grace towards us therein, and that we 
| ſhou'd be ſo backward to comply with his Will 
when called to any thing that does not pleaſe us, 
and that we think hard Work! How are we ob- 
liged to take all well from the Hands of ſuch 
a Father, of ſuch a Friend, a conſtant never= 
failing Friend, and follow him chearfally when 
be leads us in the dark! 8 readily ought we 
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him ? And therefore we ſhou'd ſtudy to approve 


Children, to adore his Grace, continue chearful- 


ache ported 6. pw — * * 
1 


to give up gur ſelves to be guided and governed 
by his Wiſdom, and think our ſelves ſafe in his 
Hands, who is able to keep what ſoc ver we commit 
to his charge! How ſhould this engage us to ſpend 
the Cteam of our Time, of our Strength, and of 
all we are, and have, for him who has done; and 
is ſtill doing ſo much for us, more than ever we 
of our ſelves could bave thought for, and of 
whom. the pooreſt and meaneſt Believer may 
fay as well as Paul, Gal. 2. 20. who loved me, 
and gave himſelf for me, a Place but now cited. 
But when the Profits, the Pleaſures or Honours 
of this World engroſs all, or moſt of a Man's 
Time, and all his Strength, his Care and Induf- 
try is ſpent in the Hurries of this World; how 
can it be ſaid, that the Love of God dwells in 


our ſelves ſuch Children as becomes ſuch a Father, 
ſuch a Father of Love and Affection, as has gt- 
ven ſuch fall Evidence, ſuch frequent and unde- 
niable Proofs of endeared Heart-love and Aﬀec- 
tion, as may oblige all who pretend to be his 


ly in his Service, and delight to do his Win, 
and calmly ſubmit to all the Diſpenſations of his 
Providence. RTE 
Inf. 7. Hence we may alfo infer the Obliga- 
tion that is. upon all Believers to walk towards 
one another, as becomes the Relation they ſtand 
In, as Children of the ſame Father, 1 John 5. l. 
Whoſoever belizveth that Feſus is the Chriſt, is born 
'of God; and be that loveth him that begat, Iovet h 


him alſo who is begotten of him: So that they are 


All Children of the ſame Father, and ſhould car- 
XJ one to another as Brethren, and of the fame 
| Ws Family, 
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Family, as Heirs of the ſame Promiſes: And it 
is very pleaſing to a good Father to ſee his Chil- 
dren love one another; and ſo the Pſalmiſt ſays, 
Pſal. 133. 1. Behold hom good and pleaſant it is 
for Brethren to dwell together in Unity! He takes 

notice of it, not only as a good thing, but as a 
pleaſant thing; not only good and profitable to 
themſelves, but as itis pleaſant to their Father, and 
to their Friends who love them, and' pleaſant to 
themſelves: And on the contrary, how does it 
grieve the Father to ſee his Children fall out 
and quarrel one with another, and that for ſmall 
Matters, which often happens; they ſtrive not 
who ſhould honour their Father moſt, who ſhould 
love him beſt, or come neareſt to obſerve bis 
Will; their Controverſy is not about theſe ma- 
terial Thiogs, but about little Matters, about 
Things, ſuch as concern their Humours, and touch 
their own ſelfiſh Wills, for a meer Trifle or 
Toy; for ſuch Things they often fall out, and 
are peeviſh one with another: and ſo it is too 
often among Believers, tho the Things they dif- 
fer about, are of more Concern than the Trifles 
of Children, yet they often fall out one with 
another, not about the Subſtantials of Religion, 
but about Matters of leſs Concern; if it be that 
they agree not about ſome diſputable Points in 
Religion, which a Man may hold or not hold, 
and yet be a good Chriſtian, and hold of the Head 
Chriſt; they can in ſuch a caſe be ſhy one f 
another, and carry it with a great deal of ſtrange- 
neſs one towards another : This is not becom- 
ing Children of the ſame Father. My Brethren, 
it is too obvious to our Obſervation, that Chri- 
dians are ſhy —— have not that F = 
5 * 48 4 


(529 
dom in Communion and Converſation one with 
another, if they have different Sentiments one 
from another in Matters that are, and have been 
long controverted, though they have nothing a- 
gainſt them in the Fundamentals of Religion, 

in the great Truths of the Goſpel, which are 
the Life and Soul of Religion, which are indeed 

earneſtly to be contended for; nor againſt them 
in behalf of their Piety and Holineſs of Conver- 
lation; but then one has different Sentiments 
from another about things which have been con- 
troverted among holy and judicious Chriſtians 
for many Ages paſt, and are ſo ſtill; and one 
cannot ſee that ſuch an Opinion as ſuch a Chriſ- 
tian holds, is conſiſtent with the Scripture, and 
the other thinks the ſame of him; and ſo they 
cannot be ſo free one with the other, as if they 
were of the ſame Mind in this Particular: But 
jf another Man be of the ſame Mind with a Man's 
Felf, he can bear with abundance of Infirmities 
ia that ſame Perſon, and can find out Apologies 
for his Weakneſs and ſhort-coming in his Con- 
verſation. Now this is not to walk as Brethren, 
for that which is the true Obligation of Chriſ- 
tian Love one to another, is the Image and Like- 
meſs of Chriſt, which is ſtamp'd on a Believer ; 
the nearer any one comes to this in Holineſs, in 

Humility and Meekneſs, the more ſhould our 
Love be drawn out to ſuch an one; let this be 
found wherever it is, as to private Sentiments 
and Opinions about theſe Matters, of which we 
our ſelves ought not to be over-confident : But 
tho we think, according to the beſt Light we 
have, that the Truth lies on our fide, yet we are 
to reſerve Charity for our Brother, who ſes 
Fs | - - -_ 
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5 not as we do: This is what the Apoſtle Pau! 
| directs to, Col. 3. 14. And above all theſe things 
| put on Charity, which is the Bond of Perfectneſs. 
After he had ſpoken of many excellent things, 
with which, like Chriſtians, he would have em 
equipped as ſuitable Furniture for a Goſpel-· Con- 
verſation, in the two foregoing Verſes, he adds 
this; and above all theſe things put on Charity, 
which is the Bond of Perfectneſs; as much as if 
he had ſaid, put this Charity over and above all. 
your other Furniture, which will be as a Bond 
or Girdle to bind them all cloſe to you: Thus 
much ſeems to be intended by the Apoſtle in theſe 
Words. And the Apoſtle Peter preaches the ſame 
Doctrine, 1 Pet. 4. 8. And above all things haue 


vereth a Multitude of Sins. Here the Apoſtle 
commends this Grace of Charity at a great rate, 
Above all things, &c. And then this Charity ſhould 
not be cold and lifeleſs, but fervent, hearty and 
lively; our Affection and Love ſhould be glowing 
towards our Brother; and the Apoſtle gives the 
Reaſon, for Charity covereth a Multitude of Sins. 
True Love hath this kind Property in it, that it 
will caft a Mantle over the Infirmities of our Bro- 
ther. But when one Chriſtian expoſes the Fail- 
ings of another, and is glad he has any thing a- 
gainſt him, who is not of the ſame Opinion with 
himſelf, and is ready to report it, to reproach 
and leſſen bim, this is far from the Nature f 
true Love and Charity. We find Chriſt's Diſciples 
came to him ſomewhat ſick of this Diſeaſe, Luke 
9. 49. Maſter, ſay they, we ſaw one caſting: out 
Devils in thy Name, and we forbad him. This ſeems 
ſtrange, that they ſhould: be offended. at a Man 
8 „ Who 
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fervent Charity among your ſelves, for Charity co--— 


bim not, (ſays he) for be t 


to oblige him to a more charitable Deportment 


6 (549 
who was doing ſo good and great a Work as to 
caſt out Devils, and in Chriſt's Name too, what 


was the matter with them now? It ſeems a very 


poor Story of them, but yet they thought it 


would bear, and Chriſt would hear their Com- 


plaint and approve their Proceedings. Why ſo? 
Becaufe (ſay they) be followed not with u. They 
had nothing to ſay againſt the Work it ſelf, but 
mult needs allow it to be good; but then he fal- 


| Towed not with them and this was it that offended 


them. - But inſtead of approving of them, Chriſt 
reprehends this narrow Spirit in them: Forbid 
i not againſt us, is 
with uu. And ſeeing this Diſtemper 1s ſo preva- 
lent, I will endeavour, as God ſhall help me, to 
offer a few things to the Chriſtian's Conſideration, 


towards his Brother and Fellow-Behever, tho re- 


taining different Sentiments from himſelf in thoſe 


controverted Matters as aforeſaid : which diffe- 
rence is found among many ſerious Chriſtians, 
who, notwithſtanding ſuch their difference in O- 
pinion in thoſe Matters, may, and do bold of the 
Head Chriſt, as receiving all their ſpiritual Life 
from him. For it is not to encourage the giving 
up any of the vital parts of Religion, thoſe grand 
Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, which maintain 
the Honour and glorious —_ of Chriſt Jeſus 
as God-Man, Mediator, and the great Deſign of 


Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in carrying on 


the Work of Salvation that way which God bas 
appointed, in oppoſition to all falſe ' ways of 


Mens inventing; which great Myſteries of Divine 


Grace are to be earneſtly contended for. 1 fay, 
it is not to indulge a tame giving up of 4 


3 (55 
theſe that I write thus; but to promote a Chriſ- 
tian Love and Charity for one another among 
clievers, notwithſtanding their differing 'Sentt- 
ments abont thoſe controyerted Points, which 
1 doubt not but moſt Chriſtians can themſelves 
inſtance in, and for this end ſhall proceed to the 
Particulars following. 5 %% 
1. Have frequent Thoughts of what you {kt 
honourable in your Brother who has different 
Sentiments from you: You obſerve he has te- 
ceiy'd a different Opinion from you in ſon: 
things; but you alſo obſerve, that there is f 
him ſome what truly honograble, ſomewhat really 
valuable: And if, you have more frequent Thongh 
of this, it will be a good means to abate. You 


Cenſure, and create in you a good Eſteem of, and 


* 4 51 4 


Affection to him on that account. 
2. Conſider, that the Wiſdom of God has 
order d it, that his Children here ſhould npt ha 
the ſame Light: If the Wiſdom of God had feen 

it meet, he gould have giyea the full diſcovery. of .. * 
Truth unto all his Children in thoſe things where- 


in they differ; but we ſee it quite orfter wih 


therefore we ſhould the rather forbear one ano: 
ther in Love. 5 TH 94 


e * 


ia Love and Affection; and when you pat 
ſhake Hands and part; Be not offended th; 
Your Brother cannot walk the ſame lepgrh as 
vou; it would be Cruelty for one Man to ring 
t 


3. Walk together, ſo far as you are agree, 


another to his own ſize, that by nature, is nor Jo, 

out to his own Dimenſion, or cut. off his Feet 28 

_ duperfluous, if he exceeded; even ſo it is W 
5 14 3 a | n E 4 þ 2D 1 Fay hs ta le, 


* A 
|S SIS 


| 
"T7 a A . 4 * — - 
5 d 8 oa =Y 1 Pres 
LTD 5 34 RY 
= | \ = bas 1 „5 4 
RET "Ig may gy. 1 Fs ee 
hs = WI Ft 6 - ——_ i CEO n 1 
3 


p 4 
* 
9 1 
74 — 
=_ 
_ ; . 
2 : 8 
by 
5 LD 
bf 
= - #2 
RS 
? | 4 
_ 
2 
1 
3 
IF 
1 
| 
i 


(56) 


table; if not unmercifol, to bring our Brother; 


whom we account honourable in other matters, 


to our own Dimenſions, juſt to think and ſay as 


we do, or elſe to reproach hi 
diſaffect him. | | 
4. Conſider, that the things wherein you differ 
are not the Requifites to Salvation, they are not 


the Life and Soul of Religion, you agree in thoſe 


m, or at leaſt to 


things which are ſo; you agree that Chriſt is 


the only way to Salvation, that his Righteouſ- 
neſs is the Believers Righteouſneſs, that he hath 
ſatisfied the Demands both of Law and Juſtice, 
the one by his perfect and compleat Obedience 
thereto, and the other by paying a ſufficient Price 
to ſatisfy it to the full; that he made himſelf an 
Offering for Sin, that he died for our Sin, and 
roſe again for our Juſtification; for which his 


ReſurreQion was as It were his Acquittance and- 
Diſcharge, his Death was the Payment of the 
Debt, but his ReſurreQion was the cancelling of 


the. Bond and Releaſe from that Debt; and in 


this you agree: And further, that he is gone in- 
to the Heavens, there to mediate and intercede 


for all his Children, and bring *em to Glory, and 
will not have the pooreſt Member that belongs to 


his myſtical Body left out of that ſtate of Glory; 


but will have *em all glorious with himſelf, and 
in their meaſure as himſelf, In theſe great 


FTruths you agree. But what you differ about are 
Matters of far leſs moment, which a Man may 
hold and yet be no true Believer; or may not 


hold, and yet get ſafe to Heaven, and meet you 
there at your Journey's end. And why then 


ſhoald you keep at ſuch a diſtance in your Love 
. „ difference 
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1 
difference in Opinion from you, notwithſtanding 
which you ſhall meet him in Glory, and dwell to- 
gether in thoſe happy Regions above for ever? 
Which Conſideration may induce you to bear a 
fair Correſpondence” with him, whiles you are 
both in your way thither. _ OB 
5. Conſider, that your ſelf does not pretend to 
Infallibility : as you are liable to err, ſo be not 
too poſitive in your Sentiments in theſe diſputa= 
ble Matters, for it may be-you do err; for, bu= 
manum eſt errare, it is the manner of Men to 
err, and I know none who pretends to Infallibi- 
lity but the Pope with his infallible Noddle, and 
yet he is as wide from Truth, notwithſtanding 
ſuch his Pretenſions, as any other. Be there- 
fore ſparing; in your raſh Cenſure of your differ - 
ing Brother; you know what the Apoſtle tells 
us, that we are here but in an imperfect State, 
I Cor. 13. 9, 12. For we know in part, and we nom 
ſee thro a Glaſs darkly. And this he renders as a 
reaſon for the Charity he had been exhorting to, 
and giving a large Character of, in ſeveral Verſes: 
before-going- And ſeeing it is ſo, this may in- 
duce us to a Chriſtian For bearance towards our 
differing Brother, inaſmuch as we are not com- 
pleat in Knowledge while we are here in this 
mortal State. | of 3 PS TRE. 4 
6. Conſider, that it is the Spirit of God who. - 
muſt guide both you and your Brother, who dif- 
fers from you, into all Truth, and into every de- 
gree of the knowledge of that Truth; and if 
your ſelf are ſatisfied in your own Sentiments, 
and in that which your Brother cannot come up 
to, it more becomes you to be thankful for your” _ 
own meaſure of Light, than to quarrel with him 
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Rom. 14. 23. That which may be a Duty in 


"Td 
for what be ſees not. God is pleaſed to impare 


Light and Knowledge as may beft ſuit his own 
Pur poſe, and what Work he has for them; and 


therefore it ill becomes us to fall out with ane 


another, becauſe we have different Apprehen- 
fans about ſuch Matters as are not abſolutely 
neceſſary to Salvation, eſpecially conſidering that 
the Spirit of Gad conveys this Light, and here- 
in acts as a ſovereign and free Agent. | 


* 


J. Conſider, that you challenge a- fayourable 


to exerciſe a Chriſtian Charity towards you in 


things wherein yan differ from them: and is 46 


not reaſonable, think you, that you ſhould allow 
the ſame to them ? This is every way equal and 
juſt, and obſains with an humble and ſerious 
Chriſtian, @ 4 2 Re 
8. Conſider, that the bymbleſt Chriſtian js the 
moſt charitable Chriſtian ; he knows how to car- 


Ty towards his differ ing Brother with Love and 


Charity, does not lord it over his Faith; but the 
more ſpiritual Pride, the more Cenſoriouſneſs; 
and ſo the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 13. 4, 5- Charity vaunt- 
eth not it ſelf, is not puffed up, &c, But when a 
Man is proud of his own Notions, and puffed up 
with his own Sentiments, he uſually. deſpiſes bis 
Brother. who differs from bim, tho in the prac- 


tical Part of Religion he far exceeds him. 


may be Sin in him, as acting againſt the Light « 
his own Conſcience, tho erroneous. Suppoſe he 


: 4 
ce 


de honeſt and diligent in bis Enquiry about > 
Matter wherein you differ, and after all, he fig 


to every one of his Children ſuch a Talent of 
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Forbearance from others, and would baye them | 
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| of your Brother's Conſcience, Rom. 14. 13. which 


i 5 CORD TPO ye ws © 


_—_— . : 
inſuperable Doubts in himſelf for the Practice of 


what you ſee; in ſuch a Caſe it is ſafer for him 
to forbear the Practice, than to ruſh into it with- 
out the juſt Satisfaction of his own Conſcience; 
for he that walks in the dark, is very liable to 
to break his own Shins by any Stumbling- block 


that lies in his way. 


10. Conſider that your Raſhneſs of Cenſure 
condemns your differing Brother of Inſincerity, 
you do hereby in effect charge him therewith z 
you conclude that he muſt needs ſee as you ſee, _ 
and his not coming up practically to your Sen- 

timents, to do as you do, is becauſe he will not, 
and not becauſe he cannot: clſe hy are you ſo 
raſh in your Cenſure of him? If you thought him 
ſincere, you would have more favourable Thoughts 


of him; and your Chriſtian Charity, as the A 


poſtle ſays, thinks no ill, 1 Cor, 13. $. would 
bring you into a better Temper- That Ser- 
vant who is drunk with bis own Notions, and 
thereupon falls a beating bis Fellow-Servaats, is 


far enough wide from the Rule preſcribed by 


the meek-ſpirited Jeſus, 4at- 21. 49. And by 
theſe your ſevere Reflections, you become a judge 


is none of your Place or Province; For who art 


thou that judgeſt another Man's Servant ? to his own 


Maſter he ftandeth or falleth, V. 4. This way of 
ſevere Cenſure is what the Enemies of Religion 
have branded the ſerious Profeſſors of it with in 


all Ages; they have tradaced them as a Pack of 


Hypoerites, and as ſuch have treated them with 
the» vileſt Invectives and ſevereſt | Perſecutions: 


Friends 


F 
Friends to true Religion, to take any part of 
ſuch Mens Work off their Hands. Ar 
11. Conſider, that you are of the ſame Family 
with your Brother, who has different Sentiments 
from you; you are Children of the ſame Father, 
Heirs of the fame Promiſes, and of all the Trea- 
fury of Grace that is hoarded vp in them, Heirs 
together of the Grace of Life, 1 Pet. 3. 7. God ac- 
counts you Fellow-Members of the ſame Family 
of Saints, both in Heaven and Earth, Epheſ, 3. 
15. of whom the whole Family in Heaven and Earth 
is named. So that all his Children are of the |} 
fame Family; ſome of them are got ſafe home 
out of the Devil's Gun-ſhot ; ſome of them are 
here liable to many Temptations and Aſſaults 
from that Enemy ; but they ſhall all be brought 
fafe Home, for they appertain to the Family a- 
bove; and Chriſt their Captain, their Mediator, 
has obliged himſelf to bring them all together, 
and his Heart, now that he is in Heaven, ſtands 
towards them in Love and endeared Affection 
as much as ever, and he will have em all where 
he himfelf is, as he ſays, to behold his Glory, John 
17. 24. And as they ſtand in ſuch near Relation 
to one another, ſo we find they have many a- 
greeable Names given em: and what are they 
named? Well, they are named Children, Sons, 
Sony ef God, 1 John 3. 1. Brethren, Mat. 28, 10. 
Go tell my Brethren, &c. And if you are of the 
fame Family, and bear the ſame Names, and 
have the ſame Privileges with your Brother in 
ſome things differing from you, then it ill be- 
comes you to be ſo cenſorious of him; for God, 
WO 15 hls Father, as well as yours, does not love 
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to ſee his Children fall out one with another by 
the way to their own Inheritance in the heavenly 
Canaan, Sf Th 

12. Conſider, that a great Part of the Glory 
of the Church promiſed in the laſt Days, ſhall 
conſiſt in this, That the Knowledge of the Lord 
ſhall fill the Earth, as the Waters cover the Sea, 
Iſa. 11. 9. and that the Watchman ſhall ſee Eye to 
Eye, and ſo ſhall not only lift up their Voice and 


- 


ſing, but ſing together; ſhall, ſing the ſame Tune, 


have all one Note: and this ſhall be when the 


Lord ſhall bring again Sion, Iſa. 52. 8. And there- 
fore wait, and pray for the Accompliſhment of 
thoſe Promiſes; and in the mean while exerciſe 
mutual Love and Forbearance one towards ano- 


ther, as knowing that we are not yet arrived to 
the Enjoyment of thoſe happy and gloriogs 
Days of the Goſpel, which will ſet to rights the 
Judgments and Underſtandings of Believers in . 
theſe things wherein they now differ; as alſo all 
the Diſorders that are to be found in the Chur- 
ches of Chriſt, and particular Members there- 


-of-- , 


13. And laſtly, conſider, that tho you may not 
live to ſee thoſe glorious Days of the Goſpel laſt 


ſpoken of, yet however when you get to Hea- 
ven, you will then be all of one Mind: You 


ſhall not then ſee, as now, through a Glaſs darkly, 
but Face to Face; nor know in part, as no but 


know even as you are known, clearly and tullys 


1 Cor. 13. 12. And ſeeing that then you ſhall 
of one Mind, and have the ſame Sentiments with 


your Brother, when you and he arrive at that 
Port of Glory, bear with one another whiles 
Jou are in your way thither, and think with 

—_— | 7 your 
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your ſelves what a happy Place of Peace, Union 
and Concord Heaven will be to all God's Chil- 
dren, who ſhall have the uninterrupted Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction of Communion with one another, 
without any the leaſt Mixture of Strife to al- 
lay it: They ſhall then ſee the Vanity of their 
former Deportment one towards another on 
theſe Accounts, and ſhall rejoice with Foy un- 
ſpeakable, and full of Glory; with that Compleat- 
neſs, that is not now to be arrived at, which 
—_ C-fhall then be in this View (among other great 
things) that they ſhall for ever live together 
in thoſe Regions above in perfect Harmony, 
Love and Agreement. And how will the Reflec- 
tions they may then make on their paſt Infir- 
Mities in their mortal State, add to their then 
Jey on that account! And therefore let this be 
of ſome Weight with you now, that you are but 
on your Way thither, where you ſhall be of the 
ſame Mind one with another; and have that 
.Chriſtian Forbearance, Love and Charity for one 
another, notwithſtanding. your different Appre- 
henſions in theſe things, as becomes Children of 
Before I conclude this Relation of Chriſt je- 
being a Father unto his Church and particu- 
© lar Members thereof, it may be convenient to 
give ſome Characters of this Relation, whereby 
- we may come to know if we are his Children: 
and the Knowledge of this tends much to our 
Comfort in our Pilgrimage - State; for as our Safe- 
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ty depends on our being thus related to Chriſt ef 
- Jefus, ſo our Comfort depends on our knowing WM 


this, that Chriſt is a Father to 45 and that he is 
n all tis Undertakiogs and Offices, 1 ſhall | 
_=_ SE  nere- c 
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Airalvrs for the Eſtabliſhment of the ſerious and : 
enquiring Chriſtian in this great Concern, give 
ſome Characters of his Sonſhip to Jeſus Chriſt, this _ 
Everlaſting Father. 


1: A ſerious and frequent Refledion on his foes 
mer State of Wretchedneſs and Miſery. If we 
are Sons, we ſhall be often thinking what we” 
ſometime were; and ſo we find the Apoſtle Paul, 
Eph. 2. 1, 2, 3, 45 J. telling the Church of Epheſas 
what they were, he would have them ever to te- 
tain and keep up this Principle in their Souls, 
That they were dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, and he 
includes himfelf in the Number, v. 3. among m 
alſo we all had our Converſation in times paſt, &. 
not a Man, not a Woman of all the Believers: 
that ever were in the World fince the Fall, but 
thus it was with them; they were by nature Chil= 
dren of Wrath, even as others and therefore he 
aſcribes it all to the Grace of God, that When we 
were in ſuch a deplorable State of Sin and Miſe 
ry, that he who is rich in Mercy, for his great Love - 
= mherewith he loved us, even when we were deu "in 

Sint, ſhould thus of his Grace quickerr us, and of 

Enemies make us Friends ; of Abjects make us 
Sons. And this Principle we ate always to keep 
up, to advance the Freeneſs and Richneſs of the 
Grace of God, to which the Apoſtle here aſcribes 
all this Alteration, v. 5. (by: Grace ye are ſaves?) 
And again, v. 8. For by Grave ye are ſaved, Ge. 

2. Another Character of our Sonſhip, and chat 
which follows upon the former, is ati humble 
Carriage and Depctment towards God, and 0 
wards our Fellow Creatures and Chriſtians {It 


bs the want of a Senſe of this that makes Men 8 E 
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Tt up their Plames, and to have high Thoughts 
of themſelves; but if we do but remember what 
poor wretched Creatures we are by Nature, 
which is the Property of this Grace of Adoption, 


' fays, Eph. 1. 8, 9. For by Grace are ye ſaved through 
Faith, and not of your ſelves; it is the Gift of God: 
not of Works, leſt any Man ſhould boaſt. And when 
he gives an Account what a notorious Sinner 
he had been, till Divine Grace found him, he 
lays himſelf exceeding low under a Senſe of his 
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Sinners, 1 Tim. 1. 15. This is a faithful Saying, 


and worthy of all Acceptation, tbat Jeſus Chriſt came 
into the World to ſave Sinners, of whom I am chief. 


Thus, if we are made Partakers of this Salva» 


Thoughts of our ſelves, we remember what we 


trary, when Men are proud of what they are, and 
what they have, there is no ſurer or ſadder Cha- 
racer of their being yet in their Sins; for Pride 


ſeen in a proud Man. 
3. Another Character of our Sonſhip, is a 
grateful Senſe of the good Pleaſure of God herein; 


culcating to the Epheſians, as before- mentioned; 


long with them in the View of all their Privileges, 
- that it was all of Grace; and as a Child taken up, 
. as an Orphan wandring in the Streets, and adopt- 
ed to be a Son to ſome eminent Perſon, if ſuch 

an one be ingenuous, and bears a Senſe of what 


it would keep us humble; and ſo the Apoſtle | 


former Practice, counting himſelf the chief of 


tion, and ſo the Children of God, we have low | 


once were, and this humbles us: but on the con- 


is the very Picture of the Devil, his Eyes, his 
Brow, his Mouth, his Mein and Gate are to be 


and this we find the Apoſtle again and again in- 


he would have them to be ſure to carry this a- 


poor; | 
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pdor, beggarly Circumſtances he was in, how 
ragged, how hungred and ſtarved, what p 
Lodging be had, and what mean Entertainment + 
he was-every way obliged to ; and that now he 

is in all reſpe&s in quite differing Circumſtances, 
well-clothed, well-fed, well-lodged, and fares 
every way with the beſt ; he cannot but be thank- - 
ful to his kind BenefaQor, who has put him in- 
to theſe happy Circumſtances, with a further 
Deſign of an After-Inberitance which he ſhall 
be poſſeſſed of when he is of full Age, which is 
entailed on him, and reſerved for him: Even {ſo 
the Children of this Everlaſting Father, when 
they look back on what they were, Enemies in 
their Minds by evil Works, whereby they gave a 
full Proof of that their Enmity, waging War 
againſt God, and fortifying themſelves in their 
Intrenchments againſt the Artillery of Heaven; 
that after all this their Oppoſition which the 
have made againſt him, as their rightful 'Soye- 

| reign, he not only propoſed ſuch fair Terms of 
Peace and Reconciliation, but alſo that he gra- 
ciouſly, and yet powerfully inclined their Wills - 
to accept of thoſe Propoſals, which they never 
elſe wou'd have done, but that he bow'd their 
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4 Wills, and made them willing in tho day of his 

1 Power, Pſal. 1 10. 3. and hereby takes them into his 

1 Houſe and Family to be his own, and his own for 
7 ever, to be with him as his dear Children; and 


intitles them to an Inheritance, an Inheritance 
in the Heavens, and ſo qualified as may ſet their 
Hearts a longing to be there; and all this reſer- 
ved for them, yea already taken poſſeſſion of b 
their Head in their Names, and for their Uſe: 


nd 1 — — 


raiſe up their 3 to an Ane er 
this Grace with Gratitude to God the Father of 
wir Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of Mercies, and 
God of all confort and Conſolation, 2 Cor. 1. 3. 
1 Pet. . g 
4. If we have Jeſus Chriſt to be our Father, we 
have a Diſpoſition of Heart to a& for. God: from 
a Principle of Love. The Believer forms an Ar- 
gument to act for God, as laying under an Obli- 
tion from him, in as much as he brought him 
rom ſuch mean deggarly Circumſtances, expoſed 
in the open Field, caft ont there as à Per ſon 
Joathed, and not worth the rearing ; and yet the 
Grace of God found him, pitied him, lov'd him, 

took him up, took him in, and did all theſe kind 
Courteſfies for bim, and conferred ſo. many Pri. 
vileges and Honours upon him, that he reckons 
bimfelf, from all theſe, he is obliged to act for 
God, his Cauſe, his Intereſt, People; and this he 
does with Pleaſure, Freedom and Chearfulneſs: 
but the Unbeliever, he that has no Title to this 
Sonſhip, he loves not to act for God; and if he 
do any thing for him, it is ſo coldly, ſaperficial- 
ric, faintly, that tis evident he has no Love 
it, nor Heart to it. 
F. Another Character of bis Sonſhip, is Love 
to all the Brethren, to all the Family, with an 
earneſt Deſire of the Increaſe thereof; for it is 
the Nature of this Sonſhip to promote the Good 
of the whole Brotherhood, of all the Family: 
and hence it was that the Pſalmiſt calls on, and 
deſires others the Saints in his Day to taſte and 
ſee that the Lord is good, Pſal. 34. 8. as if it were 
not enough for him to recommend him to their 
an, which he ſo heartily and 3 
con- 


c 


cConcerned to do, but he would have them 26 
and ſee what a good God he is, like a Man tha 
would recommend ſome pleaſant and beautiful 


Jacob for his Help, Bleſſed is the Man that truſteth 


_ eſt Concerns, Sale {x n 


here upon, we find the Lord Jeſus giving it as a 


one to another. Vou know that underſtand the 


of Sheep, has his particular Mark for them, 


their Love one to another. 


(6759 


Object to his Friend whom he wiſhes well. O, 
taſte and ſee, ſays he, if it be not ſo as I tell 
you. And ſo. the Pſalmiſt here, O raſte and ſee 
that the Lord is good; and then he pronounces 
him to be the happy Man that bas this God of 
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in him 3 as if he had ſaid, Would you know who 
is the happy Man, the bleſſed Man? ll tell you 
who he is, he that has ſach a Reliſh of the Good- 


” * 
— 


No as to this Character of Love, which I am 
Token whereby his Children are known, Joh. 13. 
35. By this ſhall all Men know that ye are my Diſe 
ciples, if ye love one another. And the beloved 
John gives the ſame as a Mark of God's Chil- 
dren, 1 John 3. 14. We know that we have paſſed 
from Death unto Life, becauſe we love the Brethren« 
This is the Mark whereby the great and good 
Shepherd will have his Sheep known, their Love 


Affairs of the Country, that he that owns a Flock 


whereby they are known to be his, that if a Sheep 
ſtraggle, he may come to it again: ſo Chriſt the 

great Shepherd has this as a Mark fairly to be 
ſeen on his Sheep, whereby they themſelves, as 
well as others, may know that they are his, 


we . 


, & . 


6. If me are Children, we are conformable to 
the Likeneſs and lungs of our heavenly Father 3 
r Ss 


cad. 


there is 2Reſemblance of our Father's Image upon 


us. Tho this be that which wicked Men hate 
them for, as ſaid before under another Head, yet 


it is that which they who are his Children long 
for, to be conformable to Chriſt, to be like him 
in Meekneſs and Humility, and to do his Will who 
has calld them to Glory and Virtue, 2 Pet. 1. 3. 

7. If we are Children of this everlaſting Fa- 
ther, we have the Witneſs of his Spirit teaching 
us to cry Abba Father, Gal, 4.6. And becauſe ye 
are Sons, God bath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into 
your Hearts, crying Abba Father. And this is what 
The Lord Jeſus promiſed he would ſend to his 
_ . Diſciples to comfort them, when he told 'em he 
Was going to leave them, John 16. 7. It is expe- 
Alient for you that I go away; for if I go not away, 
the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, 
I will ſend him unto you. This Spirit whom Chriſt 
would ſend, is of great Enconragement to Belie- 
vers in all their needful Caſes ; he is a Comforter 

to them when they droop and are down; he is a 
Spirit of Supplication, to indite their Prayers for 
them; he is a Spirit of Sanctification, to purify 
their Hearts and Conſciences, to work out Sin, 
And work in a Principle of Holineſs. And tho 
- , theſe Operations of the Spirit are ſuch as are de- 

Ipiſcd and ridicul'd in our Day by Men of cor- 
. Tupt Minds and Reaſonings, who know nothing 

of his Work in and upon their own Souls; yet it 
is what the true Believer values as his Earneſt for 


| mY à future ſtate of Glory, as the Apoſtle ſays, Eph. 


1. 13, 14. Te were ſealed with the holy Spirit of 


Promiſe, which is the Earneſt of our Inheritance. 


And we have this alſo further confirmed to us, 
Kom. 8. 16, The Spirit at ſelf beareth witneſs with 
ll ö "ont * 75 A our 
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our Spirit, that we are the - Children of God. And 


they who deny this gracious and powerfal Work 
of the Spirit in the Hearts of Believers, do 
thereby diſclaim their Title to this Sonſhip, for 
ſo the Apoſtle argues, Verſe 9. Now if any Man 
have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his. 


8. Laſtly, And all that I ſhall further mention 
on this Head, is, If we have Jeſus Chriſt to be 


our Father, we long to be with him, to be where 
he is, that we may behold his Glory, according to 


his Prayer, John 17. 24. This is what the Apo- 


ſtle Paul deſires, Phil. 1. 23, For I am in a ſtrait 
betwixt two, having a deſire to depart, and to be 
with Chriſt, which is far better. He was at a loſs 
what to do in this Caſe ; he knew it was more 
profitable for them that he were continued longer 
with them for their Edification and Eſtabliſh- 
ment in the Faith ; aid ſo long as God had Work 


for him to do, he was content to abide with 


them'; but as for his own'part, it was more eli- 


gible for him to be gone to his great Maſter, and 


this put him into this ſtrait, as not well knowing 


what was beſt for him to wiſh for. So it is many 


times with a gracious Soul, he knows it's more 
for his own Profit, Intereſt, and compleat Hap- 


Pineſs, to be gone to the Reſt that remains for 


him; but nevertheleſs, ſo long as God has any 
Work for him to do or ſuffer, he is content to 
ſtay God's Pleaſure : and this is his Duty, to be 
well ſatisfied with what God appoints him. And 
thus it may be with a poor afflicted, ſtraitned, 
tempted, and, on theſe accounts, ſorrowful Be- 


liever, who is under many ſtraits from a diſap- 


pointing World, hard put to it to get neceſlary 
Sopplies for himſelf and Family, if he have one, 
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dr he may be ſorely tempted and aſſaulted with 
violent Onſets from the Devil, who is continu- 
ally making him uneaſy by his fiery Darts be 
throws at bim; or he may be vexed with a fooliſh 
wandring Heart, that runs from the Work of 
God he is engaged in; or under Weakneſs, Pain, 
and Sickneſs in bis frail Body, and is under con- 
'Einual Trouble in this reſpect, tumbling and toſ- 
ling from ſide to fide upon an nneaſy Bed, for 
many Days, Weeks, it may be Months together; 
and being under ſome, it may be ſeveral of theſe 
{ fore Tryals, he eaſily concludes, that it is bet- 
ter for him to be gone home to his Father's 
Houſe, than thus to be under continual Trouble: 
and ſo it is for his own particular ſtate of Hap- 
Pineſs; but yet ſo long as God, whoſe he is, 
will have him to ſtay here and abide his Pleaſure, 
it is his undoubted Duty to acquieſce herein. 
And tho this be hard Work to bring our Minds to 
a willing Compliance to the good Pleaſure of God 
Concerning us in ſuch Cafes, yet when the Com- 
forts of God ſapport the Soul, and a Principle of 
Faith is kept up in a lively Exerciſe, the Belic- 
ver is brought to ſubmit quietly to the Will of 
| His heavenly Father concerning him herein; of 
which there want not many Inſtances in particu- 
lar Cafes, and more eſpecially in times of Perſe- 
cution and Sufferings of the poor Saints under 
kruel Enemies, as our Ergliſh Hiſtory of the 
 * Martyrs in the Marian Days teſtify at large. And 
I doubt not, but that the poor Proteſtants a- 
broad in Popiſh Countries feel the Weight of 
tbe heavy Hand of their cruel Perſecutors by te- 
© {vious Impriſonments, and other violent Per ſecu- 
"$jons ; who yet notwithſtanding are comfo 


» - 
* * 


ſop- 


wt” 
nd 


C72) 2 
ed by the God of Comfort, and 


of their Releiſe and Arrival at their Port of 
Glory. And it is our Duty to ſympathize with, 
and pray for them under their great Preſſures, 
and alſo to bleſs God, that we who have der- 


ved ſuch Severities as much as they, are by the _ 
kind Providence of God delivered from them. 


And to conclude this Particular, we find the 


Apoſtle ſhewing that it was the View that he and 


other the Saints in his Day had of the Glory of 
God, made them rejoice as they did, and glory 
in Tribulation, Rom. F. 2, 3. rejoice in hope 
of the Glory of God; and not only ſo, but we glom in 


Tribulation alſo. It was their View of this Glory _ 


that made them fo undaunted in all their Trog- 
bles : And this is what makes the Chriſtian, who 
has a good Evidence of his Title thereto, defire 


to be gone hence, and to be with Chriſt, which 


is far better. And tho many a pious Soul never 
arrives at this happy View of his Title to this 
Inberitance, whoſe State is ſafe, tho not fo com- 
fortable while in this Tabernacle of Clay, et 
where this is, and a Deſire to be with Chriſt fol- 


los thereon, it is an evident Token of this 


9 10 i 7 


Sonſhip, and of all the Privileges and Honoas 
thereof 1 7 Nui 


And thus I have gone through the ſeveral Par- 


ticulars I mentioned to inſiſt on in the Proſecu- 
tion of the Text I have had under Confideration, 


and therein have ſhewed, that the Lord jeſus 
Chriſt, God-Man, Mediator, is a Father to all 


bis Children, and that he is ſo in ſeveral Reſpects; 
and alſo how he excels all other Fathers, how 
tender ſo ever they are, or can be over their 
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fort, and bear their 2 
Tyals with Submiſſion to his Will, till the time 
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mot beloved, and moſt dutifal Children; with 

- Some comfortable and practical Reflections on 
the ſame, with an Uſe of Examination, wherein 
are given ſeveral Characters of this Sonſhip, in 
the Application. I have purpoſely therein paſ- 


Fed by the Reaſons of our Lord Jeſus taking 


his or Children into this near Relation to 
himfelf ( 

deration, and afford further Matter of Comfort 
and Conſolation to the Believer under all his dark 
Circumſtances) becauſe I intend to reſerve them 
to be given in another Place, after I have ſhewed 
How the Lord Jeſus ſtands in ſeveral other Rela» 
tions to his Church and Members thereof, be- 
Hides this of a Father; which alſo I purpoſe to 
do, if the Lord ſpare me: for the Reaſons are 
the ſame, all flowing from that Spring of Love 
that is in his Heart to them; and that he may 
fully perſuade them of the Freeneſs, the Great- 
neſs and Conſtancy of that Love, and engage *em 
to depend more readily and chearfully on him, 
who ſtands thus nearly related to them in all 
their preſſing Circumſtances whatſoever. 


attend, is the Relation of a Hasband, that our 


dear. Lord Jeſus is pleaſed to ſtand in to his Poor 


needy Spouſe: he is pleaſed to expreſs his Love 
towards her, and his Care over her, in taking 
Her into this endearing Relation. He well knows 
What fa comfortleſs and ſolitary Condition ſhe 
is like to be in, and expoſed to many Difh- 
culties and Affronts from a frowning World; 
and the many ſnarling Enemies ſhe ſhou'd have 
in her Paſſage, as a Pilgrim through this Wil- 
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gerneſzs of Sorrow; and therefore he, to comfort 
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which alſo are worthy of our Conſi- 
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That which I ſhall, by God's Aſſiſtance, next 
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her in her way, aud to Fdeten her bitter cls. 4 


cumſtances to her, reſolves to do ſomething 


extraordinary for her, and to take her into ſuch . 
an endearing Relation to himſelf, as ſnou'd af: . 
ford her the greateſt Aſſurance of his Love and 
Affection, and that is to be his Spouſe; he wou'd 
be her Husband, and ſhe ſhou'd be bis Wife, as ſhe - 


is called, Rev. 21. 9. which was the Buſiheſs one 


of the ſeven Angels had with the beloved Jobs x 


to ſhew him, as that which he knew would be a 
pleaſant Sight unto him; and that Was, to ſee 
the Church in her triumphant Glory. Come hi- 
ther, ſays he, I will ſhew thee the Bride, the Lamb 
Wife. This great Name of the. Lamb's Wife, the 
Church bears, and every Member of the Church, 


though now in a depreſſed, mean Condition 1 


while here below, has a juſt Title to this Name 


and Thing, to be the Lamb's Wife; for every Be- 
liever is eſpouſed and married to him, as the a. 
poſtle ſpeaks; 2 Cor. 11.2. I have eſpouſed you wits | 

one Husband, that I may preſent you as a chaſte Fir- 


gin to Chriſt. And thus every Believer. whey 


brought over to Chriſt by the preaching of the + 


Goſpel, or by any Providence or other Way, he 
is then eſpouſed to Chriſt Jeſus. by a Marriages 


Contract: Chriſt and the Soul is united into ſuch ... 
a near Relation, as they become one Body; be 
the Head, and they the Members ever after; and 


ſo true Believers may all ſay as the ea iſs 
6.3. Tam my Beloved, and he is mine. 


That 1 may the more aitably and. watts 


attend this endearing Relation now before me, 
I ſhall lay the two ſeveral Texts following toe 
gether, for a Foundation of the enſuing Diſcourſe 
1 Viz * 54: 5: and Rev. 3 21; and latter 
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Part of the ↄth Verſe ; the former reſpecting the 
Church in her militant State, and the * re- 
ſpecting her in her triumphant State, the new 
5 in her Glory. 


In. $4-'5. For thy Maher is thine Hushand, ( the 
Lud of Hoſts is his Name ;) and thy Redeemer, the 
Holy One of Iſrael, the God of the whole Earth 
flat he be called. 

© Rev. 21. 9. latter Part. Come bither, 1 will ſhew 
thee the Bride, the Lamb's Wife. 


ia the foregoiog Chapter to this in Iſaah, we 
kave fach a lively Account of Chrift, and ſeveral 
Paſſages relating to his Sufferings, which this E- 
vangelical Prophet gives us, that It looks like a 
Hiſtory, as if he had given us a Narrative of 
what had been already tranſacted, and be had 
had a perſonal View thereof ; and it is one of the 
cl Prophecies that the Old Teſtament af- 
fords us, among many others, of the Meſſiah, his 
Coming, Deportment, Treatment, Deſign; Of- 
Bees and (Succeſs; which all are attended to, 
and ſuccinctiy compriſed i in that ſhort Chapter : 
und in this Chapter wherein the Text I have read 
Hes, we have the Prophet directing his Doctrine 
to the Gentiles, to them who had been account- 
ed barren ; and ſo he begins, v. 1. Sing, O bar- 
ven, and thou that didſt not bear, break forth into 
: ſinging, &c. By theſe Ex preſſions, and what fol- 
lous in the ſecond = third Verſes, which are 
of the ſame Import with the firſt, he would have 
as to know what a Bleſſing Jeſus Chriſt ſhould be 
to the Gentiles, to them who had been lighted 
bony deſpiſed by the Jews, who then bad ane 
b 1 
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 vitepes of the Worſhip of God, aud were the 
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only People in the World owned by him: and as 
we ſee barren Women are often ſet light by, a8 
Sarah was by Hagar, and as Rachel was by ber 
Siſter Leah; now to comfort the poor deſpiſed 
Gentiles, the Lord by the Prophet tells them 
what an Increaſe ſhould be among them to the 
Church of God upon the coming of the Meſſiah, 
and that the Gentile Church ſhou'd increaſe on 
the Right-hand and 'on the Left-hand, on every 
hand her Border ſhould be enlarged: And all 
this was eminently made good when the Apoſtles 


and others with them were, by the Apointment 


of God, ſent to preach the Goſpel of Salvation 
by Jeſus Chriſt, into many Cities and Towns of 
the Gentiles, mentioned at large in the Bock of 
Act,; and wherein we have an Account of the 
Multitades in one Place or other, that embraced 


the Goſpel ; and Churches were gathered, and 


Officers in them orderly appointed: ſo that 


theſe Prophecies and Promiſes relating to th 


Succeſs of the Goſpel among the Gentiles, hal 
then their Accompliſiment in a good meaſure : 


and ſtill to this day God is pleaſed to give an In- 


creaſe to his Church among us Gentiles' in many 


Nations and Countries Where the Goſpel is re- 


ceived. And tho the Profeſſors thereof are fore 


perſecuted in ſome Places by their old mveterate, 
vexatious and buſy Enemy, the Church of Rome 


and her Accomplices, yet bleſſed be God, we 


have the free Exerciſe of his Worſhip continusd 


to as in our own native Country; 1wiſh 'Tcowd 
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And farther, to ſhew what Succeſs the Goſs 
pel of Salvation ſhould have among the Geatiles, 
we find in the Revelation of the beloved John, 
Chap- 7. ver. 4. that there were ſealed by the Angel 
of all the Tribes of the Children of Iſrael, an hun- 
"dred and four thouſand; and in v. 9. a great 
Multitude which no Man could number, of all Na- 
tions, and Nindreds, and People, and Tongues, ſtood 
before the Throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with 
white Robes, and Palms in their Hands, So that 
the Increaſe to the Church of God among the 
Gentiles, ſhall exceed that among the Jews and 
more are the Children of the deſolate than are the 
Children of the married Wife, ſaith the Lord, 
Ver. 1, 
Fier. 4. The Lord by the Prophet goes on to 
encourage the Gentiles againſt their Fears; Fear 
not: and he gives them this Promiſe as a ſpecial 
Antidote againſt their Fears, viz. For thou ſhalt 
wot be put to ſhame, &c. He well knew that his 
Church among the Gentiles ſnould have many 
Enemies, which would be doing what they could 
to fright her from the true Worſhip of her God; 
he knew alſo how prone ſhe would be to be ter- 
Tified by her vexatious Enemies, and what an 
Hindrance her ſlaviſn Fears would be to her in 
her Conſtancy to the Service of God; and there- 
fore he; to encourage her, tells her, That ſhe 
mould not be put to ſhame; for he would bring 
ſuch a happy Day to her, as ſhe ſhou'd forget 
the Shame of her Youth, and ſhowd not remem- 
ber the Reproach of her Widowhood any more. 
Such a glorious Day of the Peace and Increaſe of 
the Goſpel-Church among the Gentiles, will com- 
mence in God's time, which the Prophets are full 
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8 
of; when Light, and Life and Love ſhall abonnd 


among God's true Worſhippers, which will be 


a glorious Day, and well worth waiting and pray- 
ing for. | | 3 

This Ver. 5. which contains the Words of the 
Text, gives us the Reaſon of all the great things 


mentioned in the foregoing Verſes to be done, 


why there ſhonld be ſuch a numerous Increaſe to 
the Church of the Gentiles, and why ſhe ſhou'd 
take heart, and not fear; for over and beſides the 
Encouragement which ſhe had againſt her flaviſh 
Fears, from the Promiſe of her God, compriſed 


in the foregoing Verſe, he here tells her further as 


a Ground ſufficient to comfort her, of the Near- 
neſs of Relation that was betwixt him and her ; 
For thy Maker is thy Husband. It is as much as 
if he ſhou'd ſay, my poor deſpiſed Church, be 


not afraid of all the ill Will of thine Enemies, 
nor of all their Flouts and ſcornful Carriage; 
for I who made the Heavens, and all thoſe ſplen- 


- 


did Bodies of Light which thou ſeeſt in them, 
and made all the Angelical Hoſt of bleſſed Spi- 
rits which attend my Pleaſure, and are for thy 
Service; I who made all the Structure of the 
lower World, and has pinn'd it together like a 


Tent or Tabernacle, and have put all the Plenty 


that is therein for the Uſe and Service of my 


1 People more eſpecially; I who have made all 


theſe things, I have alſo made thee, and made 


| thee to be my Spouſe, to be taken into ſo en- 


dearing a Relation to my ſelf, as to be thy Huſ- 


band, to be more dear and tender over thee than 


thou canſt conceive the moſt loving Husband 


can be to his moſt indulged Wife: and theres 


Ne fear not, for thy Maker is thive Hutbands 
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4 her to be his own, to be his in all the Relations 
be takes her into with himſelf, and, ſo then to 


(n 


the Lord of Hoſts is his Name. There are many 
Lords of many Hoſts, but he is the Lord of all 
Hoſts, and has not only the Command and Diſ- 
poſal of the Victory in all the Armies of the 
greateſt Generals among Men, but can form an 


Army for himſelf of the moſt deſpicable Crea- 


tures, and give them Succeſs where he appoints 
their March; he can beleaguer and ſtorm the 
Palace of the proudeſt Prince with an Hoſt of 


_ deſpicable Flies, as in the caſe of Pharaoh; and 


give a Commiſſion to a Detachment of filthy 


| Vermin to ſeize and devour the Perſon. of the 
| loftieſt King, as in the caſe of Herod ; for he is 


the Lord of Hoſts. | 

And then further, Thy Redeemer is the Holy One 
FIſrael, the God of the whole Earth ſhall he be 
called, He that is the Lord of Hoſts is ber Re- 
deemer, bas bought her, bas made a Purchaſe of 


be bis Wife: And this, you know, is a very un- 
common thing among 9 45 For a great wealthy 
Penſon, a Perſon of Honour and Quality, for 
him to take a poor Woman over Head and Ears 
in Debt, and to buy her out of the hand of her 


Creditors, for his Wife, and to take her from 


under many other mean Circumſtances beſides, 
to be his Conſort and Companion, to ſhare with 


bim in all his plentiful Circumſtances of Wealth 


and-Dignity 5 this is very rarely, if ever to be 
found among Men: but Jeſus Chriſt redeems bis 
Church from all her fad Circumſtances of Debt 


and Danger, and Sin and Miſery, and all the de- 


plorable State ſne was in under the juſt Seatenal 
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of a righteous God: for he that does all this in 


her behalf, is the Holy One of Iſrael; and as 
ſuch, will do no wrong to exact Juſtice, but itz 
ſhall be fully ſatisfied in the ſtricteſt Demands 
that it makes upon her; for he is the mighty God, 


s in Iſa. 9. 6, before conſidered; and the God 


of the whole Earth too ſhall he be called, owned 
and acknowledged; and as ſuch is able to ſup- 
port her, to defend her, to govern her, and to 


ces. e 4 N 
This Text, as I ſaid before, reſpects the Church 
in ber militant State, now that ſhe has a great 
many Enemies to encounter with in her way to 


her Inheritance above, reſerved in Heaven for - 


her : And that other which we have in Rev. 21. 
9. reſpects her in her triumphant State, when 


| ſhe ſhall have gotten the better of all her Ene= 
mies, of which I now come to take ſome notice, 


as follows. 1 5 5 5 +442 15 
The Words are recorded as ſpoke by one of 
the ſeven Angels which had the ſeven Vials full 


of the ſeven laſt Plagues, who came and talked 


with the beloved John after a familiar and friend= 
ly manner, and had ſomething worthy his hear- 
ing to tell him: And here we may take notice, 
that this Ange], employ'd in the dreadful Work 
of pouring out Vials of Wrath-on the Enemies of 
the true Chorch, brings a kind Meſlage, basvery. 


pleaſant News to tell Jobn as a Favourite of the 
great King; whence we may obſerve, that when 
God executes Wrath upon his Enemies, he brings 


Salvation to his Church. The ſame Diſpenſation 
which ruins the Enemies of his Church, exalts 
her, and ſets her ont of — 
— : ate 


comfort her under all her preſſing Circumſtan« J 
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hate her. Thus it was in that remarkable Deli- 
verance which God wrought for Iſrael, when he 
deſtroy'd Pharaoh and his Hoſt, and ſaved his 
People from their violent Purſuers with a com- 
pleat Salvation: And thus it was in the caſe of 
Gideon, and in many others we might inſtance : 
And thus it will be when God ſhall pour out the 
Vials of his Wrath upon the great Antichriſtian 
Whore ; the Salvation ſhall be ſo qualified, as it 
ſhall adminiſter Confuſion to his Enemies, and 
Joy to his Friends. EL. : 
No this Angel comes to John, and after a 
moſt familiar manner talks with him, ſaying, 
Come hit her, and I will ſhew thee, &c. The An- 
gel expreſſes himſelf as one who has ſome very 
deſirable thing which he would impart to his par- 
ticular Friend; Come hither, ſays he, I have 
ſomething to tell you that will pleaſe you at the 
Heart; it is ſomewhat like the Saying of Andrem 
to his Brother Simon, John 1. 41. He firſt findeth 
bis own Brother Simon, and ſaith unto him, we have 
Faund the Meſſiah, which is, being interpreted, the 
Chriſt. The good Man was ſo big with the glad 


he met with, which was his own Brother Simon, 
muſt hear of it, and he tells him with a great 
deal of Joy the glad Tidings. And in the ſame 
Chapter, ver. 45, 46. we find Nathanael telling 
his Friend Philip the fame Story as a piece of very 
good News. Like theſe we find, John 4. 28, 29. 
the Woman of Samaria, with whom Chriſt had 
talked, that ſhe comes to the Men of her City, 
and invites them to come and ſee a Han that had 
told her all things that ever ſhe did, with this Re- 
mark upon him, Is not this the Chriſt ? She w_ 


News, he could not contain, but the firſt Friend 


A... 
e ft her Water-Pot at the Wel, that it might 
not camber her in her haſte to the City, and 
runs thither without it to tell her Neighbours 
this good News, and wou'd have 'em to come 
and fee; for ſhe concluded, it was well worth 
their while to fee ſoch a wonderful Man as he 
was. Aud ſo here the Angel comes to Fohn, and 
invites him to come to him; Come hither, Hays 
he, and P ſhew thee the Bride, the Lamb's Mie. 
remember that when the Royal Pair, the 
Prince and Princeſs of Wales, made their firſt Eu- 
trance together in Company into and thro this 
great City, there were abundance of Spectators 
crouding to behold the ſplendid Appeatance they 
made, with their noble Attendance, as they 
paſs'd along. But alas, what was this to the 
glorions Appearance which Chriſt - Jefus; the 
Church's Lord and King, will make, when he © 
ſhall bring the New Jeruſalem along with him at 
his ſecond Appearing and Kingdom? This will 
be a gſorious Sight indeed, and fuch as never yet 
has been: And this is (as I conceive) What the 
Angel here ſpoken of, had to ſhew to John, the 
beloved Diſciple, in a viſionary way, and to give 
him ſuch a fight of it as he was capable to receive, 
and calls of him to give Attendance thereto 5 as 
if he had ſaid, Come hither, Il ſhew thee ſuch a 
pleaſant Sight as thou never yet ſaw; Il ſhew 
thee the Bride, the Lamb's Wife, in all her glo- 
rious Attire, prepared as a Bride adorned for her 
Husband, ver. 2. And in Chap. 19. 8. we are told 
what Raiment and Attire this is; where ſpeaking 
of the Lamb's Wife, he ſays, To her was granted 
a that ſhe ſhould be arrayed in fine Linen, clean and _ 
; white, ſor the ſine Linen 8 the Righteouſneſs of 


Saints 
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Saints 3 not of their own working, weaving and 
whitening, but the Righteouſneſs which Chriſt 
has wrought out for them; and to them it 5s 


granted as a ipecial Favour to be array'd in it, 


that ſo they may appear in a ſuitable Equipage 
and Dreſs for the great Solemnity of this pub- 
lick Appearance of the holy City, the New Feru- 
ſalem, coming down from God out of Heaven, 


Chap. 21. ver. 2. with Chriſt at his ſecond and 


ee appearing, when he who was offer'd to 
| ear the Sins of many, and unto them that look for 
bim, ſhall appear the ſecond time, without Sin un- 
to Salvation, Heb. 9. 28. and which the Apoſtle 
Paul encourages us to look for, Tit. 2. 13. Look- 
ing for that bleſſed Hope and glorious Appearing of 
the great God, and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt. 
. his appearing of the New Jeruſalem is what 
the Angel ſhews John, and tells him it is the Bride, 
the Lamb's Wife. And, as I have ſaid, I ſhall 
join this in Rev. 21. the latter part of the ↄth 
erſe, to what we have in 7/a, 54.5. and thoſe 
two Texts brought together into one view, give 
us a clear account of the Love of the Lord je- 


Fus, in taking his Church into this near Relation 


with bimſelf, as to be to her a Husband, and 
the to be his Wife; and contain in them the 
ſame adorable Love and Grace of God our Sa- 
viour. And they afford us this comfortable 
Propoſition, 
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DOCTRINE: 


That Jeſus Chriſt is the Husband of his Church, 
and of every particular Member thereof. 


He ſtands in this near and dear Relation to 
them all: Let their Meanneſs be what it will, be 
has taken them into this endearing Relation, and 
he is reſolved to continue it; having once ſet. his 
Love upon her, he will not deſert her. He fore- 
ſaw what a poor Bargain he was like to have of 
her, and what ,it was like to coſt. him to bring 
her to that State he intended for her: And as 


this did not at firſt break the Match, ſo he is re- 


ſolved, now he has taken her for his in this near 
Relation, that he will never leave her nor for- 
fake her, but will own her and acknowledge her 
to be his, and carry towards her in all her Cir- 
cumſtances, as ſhall convince her ſelf, and all 
Obſervers, that he is a kind, loving, and tender 


Husband to her. In proſecution of the Pro- 


poſition laid down, I ſhall, as God ſhall help me, 
do theſe things. 4 3 


I. Shew in what reſpects Jeſus Chriſt may be aid 


to be an Husband; or how he carries himſelf 
as an Husband to his Church, and particular 
Members thereof. | 


II. Wherein he excels all other Husbands. 


III. I ſhall make ſome Reflections by way of Uſe and 
Application. >. 


I. To ſnew in what reſpects Jeſus Chriſt may 
be ſaid to be an Husband to his Church, and every 
N par- 


( 84) N 
particular Member thereof, we may conſider how 
this Relation of Husband and Wife among Men 
is begun and carried on; and ſo compare this 
Relation betwixt Chriſt and his Spouſe the 
Church, © 


1. In order to take a Wife, the Lover courts 
the Perſon beloved, and this Matter is often car- 


ry'd on with a great deal of Affection, and a 
great deal of Patience; ſo it may be ſaid of Jeſus 
Chriſt, he makes uſe of Goſpel-Calls and Invita- 
tions to woo Sinners to himſelf; and he ſends bis 
Servants, the Miniſters of the Goſpel, to ſpeak a 
good Word for him, and recommend his Perſon, 
his Love, and what he is, and has for needy Sin- 
ners, to beſtow on them and intitle them unto. 
Thus did Abraham's Servant when he was fent by 
him to treat with Rebecca's Parents, concerning 
the Match betwixt his young Maſter and her; he 
tells them what a great Proſpect there was of a 
rich Match for her, My Maſter, ſays he, & c. He 
knew that in thoſe early Days of the World, the 
good Woman would liſten to the gladſom News 
_ of Plenty; and this might be a good Argument 
for him to gain Succeſs, and we find he ſucceeded 
to his Mind. Thus our Lord Jeſus, by his Ser- 


yants in the Goſpel, and by what the poor needy 


Sinners may read there, where they have his Love- 
Letters; he tells them what he has for them; he 
has Fulneſs, all Fulneſs, Peace and Reconcilia- 
tion and Grace here, and Glory hereafter : All 
Grace here while on their way to Glory, pardon- 
ing Grace, purging and ſanctifying Grace, and 
4 15 on all Occaſions, ever there, for it dwells in 
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2. The Father of the Damſel or ſome in his 
place ſubſtituted, gives the Damſel in marriage; 


tbe Bridegroon has her given to him into that Re- 


lation: ſo Chriſt has every Believer given him 
of the Father; it is God the Father that made the 
Match, he gives every Believer to Chriſt, to be 
united to him in the ſtricteſt and moſt laſting | 
Bond of Relation; and this Chriſt owns to the 
Father, John 17. 6, 11, 24. And they, tho they 
are poor worthleſs things when they are thus gs 
ven to Chriſt, not worth the having, nor worth 
loving, yet ſuch is the Value that Chriſt ſets on 
them, that he accounts them very precious: and 
as he is precious to them who know him, and by 
Faith receive him, ſo they are precious to him, 
and he ſets much by them, as his Father's Gift, 
3. When the Marriage is ſolemnized, the 
Husband takes his Wife to run all Hazards with 


her; he takes ſhare with ber in all Conditions of 


Life. A loving Husband is afflicted in all the Sor- 
rows that his poor Wife meets with, he knows, 
how to ſympathize with her in all her Troubles 


of whatever Sort; ſo it is with Chriſt towards 


the Church, his Spouſe, and every particular Be- 
liever in the Church; in all their Afflictions he is 
afflifted, Iſa. 63. 9. And when Saul in his fiery 
Zeal was ſo hot in perſecuting the Church, Chriſt - 
calls to him, and tells him, that it was him whom 
he perſecuted all the while, Act, 9.4. Chriſt 
ſtands ſo near related to his Church, that he feels 


all the Hardſhips and Preſſures that ſhe meets 


with; a Blow cannot be given her, but he feels it; 
a bard Word cannot be given to any of his poor 
Members, nor a wry Look caſt on them, but he 


obſer ves it, and takes all as done to himſelf : And 
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ſo he does in all Ads of Kindneſs done to them, 
he counts thoſe as done to himſelf; not a Viſit 
made to any of his Poor in their Sickneſs or in 
Priſon, nor a Piece of Money given them ia 
their Straits to ſupport them, but Chriſt takes 
it as done to himſelf, Mat. 25. 34, 35, 36, 40. 
and the negle& of his Poor he reckons as the 
neglect of himſelf, ver. 42, 43; 44, 45. 

4. The Husband entitles the Wife in and to 
himſelf, in what he is, and in what he has. If 
he be a Man of Eſtate, or if he be a Perſon of 
Quality, ſhe ſhares with him in the Honour and 
in the Eſtate; and then he makes over his Love 
and Affection to her, to be for her in that near 
and dear Relation and for none other: Thus 
does this great Husband the Lord Chriſt, what 
he is and what he has, he beſtows all on his 
Spouſe, all becomes her's and ſhe becomes his, 
and ſhe makes this the matter of her exulting 
Joy, Cant. 2. 16. My beloved is mine, and I am 
his : There is a mutual giving up of each, Perſon 
to other in this Relation, Chriſt gives himſelf, 
and that to the greateſt Purpoſe, and to the laſt. 
End, that the Church and every Believer therein 
can defire, to love her, to comfort her, to de- 
fend her, to fave her and bring her to compleat 
Glory, and never to deſert her notwithſtanding 
all her Frailties, till he have her there with bim- 
ſelf, to be as happy as Heaven can make her: And 
then ſhe, as her Duty and Privilege, ſurrenders 
up her ſelf to Chriſt as her beloved Husband, to 
be for him and for none other. bk vs: oike- 

5- The Husband provides all Neceſſaries for 
the Wife, and if he is a kind-hearted Husbagd 
he will do it to the utmoſt of her Niece oye 
17 | | | 13 
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his Capacity, and that with great Cheerfulneſs 3 
he will not ſee his dear Wife want for any thing 
he can do for her: Thus the Lord Jeſus, the 
great, the good, the beſt Husband, he provides 
all things ſuitable for her; the beſt Robe, the 
ſpotleſs Garment of his Righteouſneſs, the 
which makes her all glorious, in which ſhe is fully 


accepted, and without which there is no Accep- 


tance with the Father; and then he provides 
alſo the beſt Food for her, nothing but what is 
excellent, a Feaſt of fat things, full of Marrow, 
Wines on the Lees, Wines on the Lees well refined, 
Iſa. 25. 6. And then alſo he provides the beſt 
Phyſick when his Spouſe ails any thing; he makes 
a Plaſter of his own Blood to heal her Wounds, 
ſo that ſhe wants for nothing, ſhe has the beſt 
Food, the Friend of Life, the beſt Raiment, the 
Robe of Righteouſneſs, and the beſt Medicine, 
his own Blood, to reſtore her and recover her. 
6. It is the Part of a good Husband to com- 
fort his Wife in all her Diſtreſſes; he will not ſee 
her dejected and caſt down, but he will enquire 
into the Cauſes, and know the Occaſion, and will 
do what he can to remove it and render her 
pleaſant and cheerful, which is far more pleaſing 
to bim: Thus alſo the Lord Jeſus, when he 
ſees his Church, or a particular Believer, dejected 
and caſt down under any weighty Sorrow, he has 
his Cordials at hand, theſe exceeding great and 
precious Promiſes, where with he comforts them; 


and he provides theſe, and uſes theſe more efpeci- 


ally at ſuch a ſeaſon when the poor diſconſolate 

Soul has the moſt need thereof. And I perſuade 

my ſelf that there is no obſerving Chriſtian that 
has been any conſiderable time in the Houſe f 
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Gd, but can tell how, when, and where the Lord 
ſet in with a gracions and powerful Word of 


his Promiſe upon his Soul in his diſtreſſed State, 


as carried along with it ſuch an Evidence of di- 
vine Authority, as ſatisfied him it came from God. 

7. The part of a Husband is to defend his 
Wife in her Perſon and Reputation from the 
Harms and Iuſults of Enemies; a kind Husband 
has a great Regard to this, 20 keep his dear Wife 
free from Injuries : Thus does Chriſt, as a Huſ- 
band to his Spouſe, he vindicates her from the 
Violence the Devil and his Party would do her; 
and if he ſuffer the Wrath of Man againſt her, 
yet it ſhall praiſe him, and the Remainder thereof 


he will reſtrain, Pſal. 76. 10, God had ſo hedg'd 


in 570b from the Devil, that that forward and 
buſy Enemy could not come at him without 
Leave ; and fo does the Lord Chriſt for all his 
Children : he, as a Husband, ſhelters them, and 
ſecures them from all the Affronts that are of- 
fered to *em, and will not ſuffer their Enemies 
to proceed to what they won'd do againſt em, 


but puts a check to them, that they proceed ſo 


far as he pleaſes, and no furte n. 
8. The Husband ſtands charged with, and is ac- 


| countable for all the Debts and Incumbrances of 


that kind, that the Woman whom he takes to 
Wife, ſtood before charged with; the Creditor 


looks no longer at her, but looks to the Husband 


for Payment and Satisfaction: Thus Chriſt, he 
pays all the Debts that the poor Sinner owed to 
the Law and Juſtice of God. When he firſt ſet 


_ Tare's Circumſtances, he knew him all ov 


bis Love upon the.Soul, he well knew the Crea- 

| er in- 

debted, and altogether inſolvent, not worth 
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a Farthing, to pay all thoſe great- Sums which 
— in God's Book of the Law againſt him, 
and which the Juſtice of God wou'd have fully 
paid; ; now what does this great Lover in this 
Caſe ? Does be give over, and proceed no fur- 
ther, rather than marry fuch a poor indebted 
inſolvent Creature, as we all by nature are ? The 
Father who brought about this happy Match for 
the Charch, knew how matters ſtood betwixt his 
Juſtice ' and the Sinner; and he knew that the 
Sinner was broke and undone; and yet tho ſo, 
he reſolves to bring a part of fallen Mankind out 
of this State of Sin and Miſery, and then be 
provides a mighty Perſon, one whom he knew 
was able to pay all the Debts that were owing 
to his Law aud Juſtice, and they would have paid, 
and he lays help on him, Pal. 89. 19. Now 
does Chriſt reje& the poor indebted Creature, 
rather than take on him theſe vaſt Sums that he 
knew muſt all be paid out of his own Coffers ? 
No, no, he willingly undertook to-diſcharge them 
all. Such a Caſe as this amongſt Men moſt com- 
monly turns the warm Afſections of the Lover 
into a dull Iadifferency, and is counted a cautious 
Prudence to deſiſt in the further Proſecution, ra- 
ther than to be involved in Trouble by an indebt- 
ed Match: But it was not ſo with Chriſt, he 
knew the Perſons whom he loved, were poor 
and beggarly, they were indebted to the holy. 
Law, and to the righteous Juſtice of God; and 
he knew the Debt muſt be paid, and it would be 
exacted of him on his betrothing them; and yet: 
ſuch was his Love to a Company of poor loſt, 
undone, forlorn, indebted Creatures, as we all 


* that he reſolves ta haye 'em, whe. 3 2 
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a Husband to em, and to pay and diſcharge all 
the Bills and Bonds that ſhould come in againſt 
Him on their Account; it was below him, who 
was ſo mighty a Perſon, and fo able to pay, to 
let the Juſtice of God complain for want of Pay: 
ment of any thing that was due from his Spouſe 
for he had enough wherewith to pay her Debts 
in ready Money hoarded up by him, and was re- 
ſolved he wou'd pay em all; for he is ajuſt God 
and a Saviour, Iſa. 45. 21. which is very applica- 

'ble to Jeſus Chriſt, and is ſpoken of him, as ap- 
pears in the following Verſes down to the End of 
the Chapter, compared with ſeveral Texts in the 
New Teſtament, as Phil. 2. 10. 1 Cor. 1. 30. 
Rom, 11. 26. Acts 10. 43. Rom. 3. 24, 25. And 
as the Father, in point of Juſtice, exacted all the 
Debts of every individual Believer on Chriſt his 
Surety, and wou'd make him no Abatement of 
the full Charge, as in I/. 53. 6. On him was laid 
the Tniquity of us all : So Chriſt in Juſtice and Ho- 
nour wou'd pay them all; for he is a juſt God and 
4 Saviour, and would in Juſtice pay all the Debts 
of his Church, and of every Member thereof: 
and this he bas actually done to the utmoſt Far- 
thing; he has ſatisfied the Demands of the holy 
Law by his actual Obedience, and the Demands 
of ſtricteſt juſt ice by his paſſive Obedience, in of- 
fering up himſelf once for all, that we might be- 
come the Righteouſneſs of God in him; and has 
* o fully ſatised the divine Juſtice, that he is be- 
come the Friend, and the great Friend of that 
Sinner, to whom it was before a deadly Proſecu- 
tor; and is now ſo appeaſed towards the guilty 
Priſoner, as he cries ont as in Fob 23. 24. Deliver 


the 


tis Soul out of the Pit, I have found'a Ranſom. O, 
2% , 


| iirttfffieiů ee 
the matchleſs Love of Chriſt Jeſas in this ſo great 
and gracious a Condeſcenſion! thus to be a0. 
counted a Debtor in our room and ſtead, and 
take on him all the Debts we owed to the Juſtice 
of God, and pay them as our Surety, and our 
Husband, that his poor inſolvent Spouſe might 
go free, and walk at Liberty. This is Grace and 
Love to be adored, to be admired at by the Saints 
and Angels in all the Ages of a long Eter- 
nity. 1 858 n 
9. The Bridegroom, when the Marriage is ſo- 
lemnized, has his Attendants to bring the Bride 
home with Honour and Joy to his Houſe; he 
provides on this Occaſion a ſaitable Retinue, ac- 
cording to his Rank and Quality, that he may 


have ſome to help him to rejoice on ſach a D 
of ſolemn Joy, as he accounts this to be. Now , ml 
ſo does the Lord Jeſus, this ſpiritual Bridegroom, * 


when any Soul is betrothed to him in Con- 


verſion, Cant. 3. 11. he rejoices over ſuch an one, 


that ſuch a Sinner is brought over to him, to his 


Family, out of the Slavery and Bondage of the 
Devil into this Kingdom of marvellous Light and 


Liberty; there is Joy in Heaven among the glo- 
rious Angels when ſuch bappy and welcome Ti- 


dings arrive among them. And then again, 


when the Believer's Soul is at Death to go home 
to Chriſt his Husband, Oh, with what Atteg- 
dants is he brought thither! brought all along 
with a noble Guard of glorious,” bright, ſhining 
Angels to ſecure him from thoſe ill Spirits of the 


Air, and to bring him with Triumph to the full 
Poſſeſſion of that Iaheritance Which Chriſt has 
provided for him in thoſe happy Regions abe, 
free from all ill Neighbours, and Where * 3 
N . | & + ; 


2 1 2 = « NN . Nut fs u 
a : \ 7 ; * 1 r 
4 a #; N N er 9 
eee 
1 1 * r * # 1 „ rr 


= —_— 
de fully diſcharged from Sin and Sorrow; and 
like as a poor diſconſolate Wife who has lived 
in long Abſence, in Want and Penury, from her, 
Husband, who has found a Settlement for him 
and her, on which ſhe is ſent for, and readily 
complies with his loving Invitation to come to 
him, and fo takes her Journey; and tho it be 
tedious and troubleſom, with bad Way, and 
ſtormy Weather, yet ſhe bears in mind that ſhe 
is now going to her kind Husband, who has ſent 
for her, and ſhe is confideat they ſhall live hap- 
pily together. Under theſe Encouragements ſhe 
takes heart, and goes on with Chearfulneſs, and 
a conſtant View of what a happy State ſhe 
ſhall be ia when ſhe comes at home to her dear 
Hasband. Thus, my Brethren, it is with a 
"Chriſtian, who is to be ſhortly ſer at liberty from 
this Body of Clay wherein his Soul has been pent 
up, as in a Priſon, if he have the Light of God's 
Countenanoe lifted up upon him, he can rejoice 
in this with Foy unſpeakable, and full of Glory, as 
the Apoſtle Peter ſpeaks, 1 Pet. 1.,8. When he 
"Knows that his Husband Chriſt Jeſas has ſeat for 
him, tho by ſuch an unpolite Meſſenger as Death 
is, who muſt knock off theſe Fetters of the Fleſh, 
- andfethim at liberty to ride ia the bliſsful} Cha- 
riot ſent for him to conduct him under thoſe 
noble Attendants that are ſent by his dear Huſ- 
band Chriſt jeſus to thoſe happy Regions above, 
into the full Fruition of his glorious Preſence, 
never more to be ſeparated from thoſe laſting, 
"everlaſting, unſpeakable and uninterrupted Joys 
that he ſhall enjoy with the happy Company of 
the bleſſed Angels and glorified Saints in thoſe 


F 
* 


Manſions which are prepared and reſerved in 
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Heaven for the Bride, the Lamb's Wife. I knorr 
it is not always thus with departing Saints, for 
it pleaſes the Lord to deal much otherwiſe with 
many of his dear Children; and as a Father or 
Mother often puts their beloved Child to Bed in 
the dark, yet the-poor Child never fleeps the 
worſe for that; ſo the Lord often deals with his: 
they have not their clear views of their Title to 
Chriſt and Glory, as they themſelves have had 
at other Times, but yet their State is good, 
and their Title firm, tho they at preſent can not 
make it out ; for Chriſt their Lord and Husband 
bas undertaken to bring them ſafe to Heaven, 
that where he is they may be alſo, that they may 
behold his Glory. | , 

But when the Believer at his Diſſolution enjoys 
the clear Beams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs ſnin- 
ing upon his Sou], fo that he launches out of Time 
into Eternity with full Sail, and comes to his Port, 
the Haven of Reſt, after a triumphant manner; 
this is very comfortable to his own Soul and very 
encouraging and refreſhing to thoſe of his fellow- 
Chriſtians that obſerve him, and is a Favour 


which the Lord Chriſt, this great and good Hus- 


band, pleaſes to vouchſafe to many of his dear 
eſponſed ones. And thus I have 1n ſeveral Parti- 
culars ſhewed wherein Chriſt carries it like a ten- 
der and loving Husband to his Church, and par- 

ticular Believers in it. 7 "= 


II. I come now to the ſecond General, which 
is to ſhew in what reſpe&t Jeſus Chriſt excels 
all other Husbands. 1 


1. He excels all other Husbands in that he had 
a view from Eternity of every particular . 


— 


A: 
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he ſhould afterwards eſpouſe to himſelf : he knew 


_ _ every individual Man and Woman, their State 


and Circumſtances of Sin and Miſery, and what 
it would coſt him to bring them from thence to 
Salvation; and he took a pleaſure in the view of 

this, that he ſhonld bring ſo many, ſuch poor, un- 
done, ruin'd Creatares to Happineſs and Glory. 
Prov. 8. 22=—————31. The Lord poſſeſſed me in 
the Beginning of his Way, before bis Works of old + I 
was ſet up Ten, everlaſting, &c. ver. 31. rejoicing 
in the habitable part of his Earth, and my Delights 
were with the Sons of Men. Chriſt knew, and knew 
with Pleaſure and Delight, who they were he 
ſhould betroth to himſelf, and kept an Eye upon 
'em, and traced them in all the Diſpenſations of 


his Providence, and takes fit Opportunity to bring 


em over to himſelf. Thus he did with Zac- 
cheus in the Sycamore Tree; thus he did with 
Saul when in his fall Career in perſecuting the 
Saints; and, thus he does with all whom he 
 effeQually calls to himſelf to this Day, appoints 
the Way and Means, the Word or Providence, 
whereby he will bring ſuch or ſuch 4 Soul, and 
at ſuch a Time, from Sin to Holineſs, from 
the Power of Satan unto God. Thus it is 
not, nor can it be among Men; the Man who 
jatends to take a Wife, he knows not who or 
what ſhe ſhall be, and when he has pitch'd upon 
a Perſon, he knows not whether he ſhall ſucceed 
or no: And when he has made ſome conſidera- 
ble Progreſs and thinks he may obtain her, yet 
he is {till at Uncertainty, the Match may be yet 
broke off, and often is. But, it is not fo with 
Chriſt, he kaows whom the Father has 1305 
him, and he keeps his Eye upon em, and his 


Heart 


„ 
Heart upon em, and at his owa. Time engages 
their Love to him, and makes em willing, tho 
of themſelves unwilling; Pſal. 110. 3. Thy People: 
ſhall be willing in the Day of thy Power. 
2. Chriſt, the Husband of his Church, excels 
all other Husbands, in that he took her -with- 
out any Dowry, or any thing elſe in her to re- 
commend her to his Choice. There is always 
ſome thing or other that is in the Eye. of the 
Perſon who courts a Woman for a Wife; there 
is Beauty, or Parts, or Portion or. Parentage, 
ſome one thing or other always recommends 
the Damſel to the Lover; but there is nothing 
in a poor, Miſerable, deformed and wretched 
Creature to recommend it to Chriſt ; and yet he 
ſets bis Love upon ſuch, tho dead in Treſpaſſes 
and Sins, Eph. 2. t. and tho Enemies to him in 
their Minds by wicked Works, yet ſuch dead ones 
he quickens, and ſuch Enemies he reconciles, Col. 1. 
21, There was no Comelineſs in thoſe whom 
Chriſt ſet his Love upon, but they were a Com- 
pany of poor, deformed, polluted and filthy 
Creatures, as loathſom as a dead-Carcaſe caſt - 
into a Ditch; ſo Ezek. 16. 4, 5, 6. Thou waſt caſt: 
out into the open Field, to the loathing of thy Perſon.” 
Such is the Caſe of every Singer when: Chriſt firſt 
deals with him; every natural Man and Wo- 
man is an AbjeQ caſt out into the open Field, 
as a loathſom thing: and yet we ſee with what © + 
Care and Concern of Love the Lord deals with: 
ſach, v. G. And when I paſſed by thee, and ſaw thee + 
polluted in thine own Blood, I [aid unto thee, Liue; 
yea, ¶ ſaid unto thee when thou waſt in thy Blood," 
Live. Cou'd any Man ever entertain apy thoughts 
of Loye for ſuch a polluted, deformed and filthy 
$259. "0 OP v5.  —_ — 
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perſon to marry ſuch a one under theſe loath- 


ſom —— 2 And we ſee how Chriſt deals 
with ſach ; he makes this to be a Time of Love 
to this poor pollated Creature. O, the wonder- 
ful Grace of God, thus to deal with ſuch loath- 
ſom Abjects as we all are by Nature! 


Now as there was no Comelineſs to recommend 


the fallen Creature to Chriſt, ſo neither was there 
any Dowry; we were all in Debt, broken, bank - 
rupt Creatures; and he knew he muſt pay all 
this Debt that was owing by us to the Juſtice of 


#holy God: and yet notwithſtanding he reſolves 


to take ſuch and marry *em, tho thus it was. 
And then as to Parentage, this was alſo very 
mean, Exel. 16, 3. Thy Birth and thy Nativity is 
of che Land of 8 thy Father was an Amorite, 
and thy Mother an Hittite, Enemies to God, his 
Worſhip aad People; ſo that there was nothing 


be rejected: And yet ſuch is the Love of this great 
Perſon, that he takes ſuch into ſo dear and ſo near 
a Relation as to become an Husband to 'em, and 
ives them all the Proofs of a loving and indulgent 
Husband, and that he excels All others in the 
Freedom 'of his Lore. - 

* 3. Heexcels all other Husbands, in that be can 
and does engage the Love and Affection of his 
Spouſe towards him. Other Husbands cannot 
do this; the Wife may be of ſuch an unhappy 
froward Temper, as all he can ſay or do, will not 

vail with her, but ſhe will be out of humour and 


uneaſy. But Chriſt is ſach a Husband as he can 


incline the Heart to love him, and can draw his 


Spouſe by bis powerful Grace to Slow him, and 
to tollow him out of Love. A 


in the Creature but what was deſpicable and to 
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4. Chriſt excels all other Husbands, in that he 
is ever with his Spouſe, never leaves her; but 
tho he be now in Heaven and ſhe here on Earth, 
yet he is with her, knows all her Wants and 
Ails of any kind: If a Husband be gone beyond 
Sea, and for a time has left his Wife, tho he be 
a loving, tender Husband, yet the Caſe may be 
ſo with his dear Wife, that ſhe may be ſaddenly 
ſurprized with a Diſeaſe that may carry her off, 
and he know nothing preſently of it; or if ſhe 
continue longer under the Indiſpoſition, and he 
have notice of her Caſe, he may pity her, and pray 
for her, but he cannot relieve her : But Chriſt Jeſus 
is ſuch a Husband as always is ſo with his Spouſe 
as to know her Caſe, to know her Ails, and how to 
comfort her; he can relieve her under all her In- 
firmities, and not only forgiveth all ber Iniquities, 
but alfo bealeth all her Diſeaſes, Pfal. 103. 3. the 
one reſpecting the Juſtification, the other the 
Sanctification of his Spouſe, which 1s the matter 
of every Believer's Praiſe; ta which David calls 
up his Soul, and all that is within him, to bleſs 
God, in the foregoing Verſes. 20 
5. Chriſt excels all other Husbands, in that he 
ſtands in this Relation to all and every Believer, 
and every individual Chriſtian has him fo fully, 
as if none had him but himſelf. But it is not ſo 
among Men, the Ordinance of God is quite other- 
wiſe as to the Man and his Wife, they are to be 
for each other, and none to intermeddle in the 
Relation they ſtand in: But Chriſt is a general 
Husband, a common Husband to all the Saints; 
every one of them has a juſt and true Right to. 
him as theirs, he has paid the ſame Price to pu- 
chaſe the pooreſt and meaneſt of his People, as 
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for the greateſt and Ap accompliſh'd, for they 
ag coft him the Price of his Blood, and he parted 
th it freely and cheerfully, Lo 1 come te oh thy 
, O God; the Father does but call him, and 
be preſently replies, lo Father bere J am, Iam 
ready, I come to do thy Will, O God; this Will was 
to do the hardeſt Work that ever was done, but 
Chriſt 8 6 undertakes it, for all them whom 
given him to be a Husband to, 
and ſo they date all the ſame Title to him, and 
every Believer may ſay with the Spouſe, Ay Be- 
loved is mine, and T am his, Cant. 2. 16. 

6. Chriſt excels all other Husbands in that he 
purchaſed the Spouſe with the Price of his own 
Blood ; be came not only in the hazard of his 
Life, but i in the Fore-knowledge of his Death, to 
betrothe ſuch poor miſerable Creatures as we are 
by nature to himſelf. Never did any other Huſ- 
Hand purchaſe ſuch a ſorry Wife at ſuch a Rate, 
as to lay down his Life and expend his Heart's 
Blood for her, when he ſaw nothing in ber that 


Was deſirable: But Chriſt knew what a coſtly 


Bargain he was like-to have of every individual 
Soul he was to have, and yet he reſolves to go 
thorow with the Work of Redemption whatever 
it coſt him ; well might the Apoſtle cry out, with 
Admiration of his Love, as ia Eph. 3. 12, 19. 
That there is Breadth and Length, and. Dept th, aud 
| Heig bt in it, and ſuch as paſrh Knowledge. And 
yet tho it paſſeth Knowledge, and we cannot 
come. up to know the full Dimenſions of this 
Law; yet every good Chriſtian knows ſo much 


of it, as to Babe his Heart * ee 
0 to AGPTE 3 it. | 
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7. Chriſt excels all other Husbands, in that the 
Relation betwixt him and the Spouſe ſhall newer 
be broken or diſſolved. It is not ſo, it cannot be ſo, 
betwixt the moſt loving Husband and the moſt 
endeared Wife here among Men, The Relation 
muſt and will be broken, he muſt either leave her, 
or ſhe him. It is a great Affliction to a tender 
Wife to be bereaved of a loving kind Husband; 
from whoſe Care and Induſtry ſhe and her po 
ones were comfortably ſupported: and ſo it is ko 
a loving Husband, to have his dearly beloved 
Wife, who was a great py of the Comfort of 
his Life, ſnatch'd from him, and he left in a 
ſolitary and ſorrowful Caſe by the awful Straße 
of divine Providence. Which is my own parti- 
cular Caſe, for it has pleaſed God to take from 
me a very comfortable Companion in my way - 
thro this Wilderneſs, who was very tender over 
me, and a great ſupport to me in my aged Cir- 
cumſtances, and for whom I could not but have a 
great Value; but tho ſhe is dead and gone, and left 
me in a ſolitary State, yet Jeſus Chriſt my Hea- 
venly Lord and Husband ſtill lives, and lives for 
ever, which much alleviates my Sorrow in this 
Caſe which has been very afflifting to me; and 
that which comforts me alſo as to her, is, that 1 
firmly believe ſhe is gone to better Company, aud 
I have no Reaſon to envy her the Happineſs the 
now enjoys with her everlaſting Hasband, her 


Lord and mine. But tho theſe are yery for God | 


and afflicting Strokes, yet they muſt be; for God 


42 


was with no Aſſurance that we ſhovld hold hem 
during our Life, but during his Pleaſue: But 
Chriſt ſtands in this 28 of a 1 | 
1 3 ais 
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when he gave us ſach comfortable Relations; 41 5 4 


(1000 
bis Church and Spouſe, and ever will do, for the 
Kelation ſhall never be broken: it ſhall not break 
on his part, for whom: he loves, he loves to the End, 
John 13. 1. his Love is, like himſelf, unchangeable 
and everlaſting. Jer. 31. 3. I have loved thee with 
an everlaſting Love, therefore with Loving- Kindneſs 
have I dramn thee: He may chaſten and correct his 
Church for her departure from him, and going 
after other Lovers, but he will not utterly reject 
"Her, nor take his Kindneſs quite from her; for 
fo the Covenant runs, as in Pſal. 89. 30, 31, 
32, &c. If his Children forſake my Lam, &c. then 
will I wiſit their Tranſgreſſions with the Rod, &c. 
(Nevertheleſs my Loving-kindneſs will I not utterly 
rale from him, nor ſuffer my Faithſulneſs to fail, my 

Covenant will I not break, &c. So that the Rela- 
tion ſhall not break on his part, nor ſhall it break 
don the Spouſe's part, for he puts a living Principle 
_ Into her, which will all along incline her Heart to 
bim: And ſo the Covenant runs, Exzek. 36. 27. 
And I will put my Spirit within you, and cauſe 
you to walk in Statutes ;, ver. 28. and ye ſhall 
"we my People, and I will be your God, It is not, 
I will if you will, but I will and you ſhall. So 

© the Foundation of God ſtands ſure, having this 

Seal, the Lord knoweth them that are his, 2 Tim. 1-9. 
So that this is all of Grace, and a Believer ſenſible 
of his own weakneſs will ſo acknowledge it. 
Thus I have in ſeveral particulars ſhewed how 
Jeſus Chriſt, this great and good Husband, ex- 
cels all other Husbands; whatever Love and 
Tenderneſs they have, or can have towards a 


| moſt endeared Wife, yet they all fall infinitely 
mort of what Chriſt is to his Spouſe, the Charch, 


Ge 
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and particular Believers therein. 


(101) 


Il come now to make ſome ſuitable Inferences 
on this comfortable Doctrine, that Jeſus Chriſt is 
a Husband to his Spouſe the Church, and to every 
Believer in it. | « 
Inf. 1. If it be ſo, that Chriſt is ſuch an excel- 
lent and ſurpaſſing Husband to his People, then 
we may hence infer the Duty of all Beligyers to 
adore the Riches and Freeneſs of his Grace, in 
taking them into this happy Relation. How may 
they wonder and ſtand aſtoniſhed at this Grace, 
this Love, ſo far beyond their Expreſſion! and 
that on theſe following Accounts. FH 
I. That ſuch a mighty great Prince as he, 
mighty for Glory and Excellency, ſhould con- 
deſcend to take into ſo near a Relation, as to be- 
come an Husband to ſuch poor, mean, undone 
and beggarly Creatures as we all were; O, how 
ſhould this ſet off his Grace and Love with a 
Luſtre in our View ! when we.confider who he 
was, and what we were, how glorious and happy 
he was in himſelf, and how miſerable we were 
by Nature: how does this ſer off his Grace with 
Admiration ! It would be an Act of Grace in a 
Prince to match with a Perſon of an inferiour 
Rank, to take one of a mean Extract, tho a 
comely and virtuous Woman; but to take à fil- 
thy Beggar, a Vagrant wandering in the Streets, 
all in Rags, an Object of Loathing, to take 
ſuch an one and make her his Mate, and carry to- 
wards ber with the moſt endeared Love and 
AfﬀeRion, is ſuch a thing as was never heard of 
among Men. But my Brethren, this is the Cale 
betwixt Chriſt and every Soul he betrothes ts 
himſelf: when he firſt ſets his Love upon. be 
4 ” H 3 _ "un 
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Sinner, he is dead, dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, 
and ſo an Object of Loathing and not of Love. 
2. We may adore his Grace and Love herein, 
if we conſider his End and Deſign in it. It was 
For our Benefit, it was to ſave us when loſt, to 
redeem us when Captives, to quicken us when 
dead; it was to comfort his poor diſtreſſed Spouſe 
while here in many Troubles and Sorrows that 
be knew would attend her; and to give her ſuch 
undeniable Proofs of his Love in this Relation, 
as might fally convince her ſhe has his Heart, and 
that he has a purpoſe of Grace towards her in 
all bis Diſpenſations of Providence towards her 
here, and a further Defign of Love and Grace 
upon her hercafter; even to bring her home to 
the Inheritance be has purchaſed, prepared, and 
ſecured for her, there to be in full Enjoyment of 
all the Glory and Bleſſedneſs that Heaven can 
afford for ever, And when the Believer by a2 
lively Act of Faith ſees his Intereſt is this Rela- 
tion, he cannot but adore the Grace of Chriſt 
who thus loved him, and fay with Judas not Iſca- 
riot, John 14. 22, Lord how is it that thou ſhow dſt + 
mani feſt thy ſelf thus unto us, and not unto the World ? 
and can rejoice herein, with Foy unſpeakable and full 
F Glory, 1 Pet. 1. 8. 66-25 | 
Inf. 2. We may from this Relation that Chriſt 
has taken his Church into with himſelf, infer 
her Safety, and the Safety of every Believer. 


_ Chriſt as a Husband has undertaken for their Se- 
curity; it was covenanted betwixt the Father 
who gave them to him, and him, that he ſhou'd 
keep them ſafe, and ſo he tells his Father he bad 
done, John 17. 12. Father, I have kept them whom 
thou baſt given me, and 1 have loſt none but the 


„ _— 
of Perdition. Chriſt as a loving kind Hogband 
vin ſecure his Spouſe from all Aﬀronts and from 
all Attempts : he has Power, and can do it; Skil, 
and knows how to do it; Love, and will do it. 
Tho the Devil be a Lyon, and a roaring Lyon, 
and a watchful roaring Lyon, yet Chriſt the - 
Lyon of the Tribe of Judah will preſerve every 
Lamb of his from the Paw, and from the Jaw 
of this roaring Lyon; every Believer, how mean 
in the World ſoever he be, yet he is a Member 

of Chriſt's Body, and to be ſure he will not ſuffer 
a Member of his Body, tho but a Toe, to be torn 
off, for then his relative Fulneſs wou'd be incom- 
pleat; He has a perſonal Fulneſs, the Fulneſs. of 
the Godhead dwells in him bodily, - viz. ſubſtantially, 
Col. 2. 9. and Col. 1.19. for it pleaſed the Father 
that in him ſhould all Fulneſs dwell; and from this 
FulneFit is, That the Believer upon all his Oc- 
caſions is ſupplied. So John 1. 16. Of his Fulneſs 
have all we received, and Grace for Grace. 80 
that ſo long as there is any Grace, any Life in 
Chriſt who is the Believer's Life, Col. 3. 4. when 
Chrift who is our Life ſhall appear, &c. I ſay, ſo 
long as there is any Life in Chriſt, the Believer 
all not die; he may flag and faint, but he ſhall 
not die, for becauſe Chriſt lives, and ſo long as 
_ Chriſt lives, he ſhall live alſo, John 14. 10. This 
is the Fountain of his. Life, and Security from at- 
ter Ruin. > ; 525) 65. wo 
But now Chriſt has alſo a relative Pulnels, _ 
which is his Church: Eph. 1. 22,23- And gau m 
to be Head over all things to his Church, "which 
is his Body, the fulneſs of him that filleth all: 
al, And this affords a good Argument Tar. 
the Safety of the Church againſt all Attempts 
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44 (104) 
upon her, and againſt all Weakneſs in her ſelf; 
for Chriſt who counts her ſo near to him, as a 
Part of himſelf, will not ſuffer her to be diCſ. 
membred from him, but will ſecure her, as his 
own Body. ; e 55 
Inf. 3. Hence alſo infer the Honour and Dig- 
nity conferred on the Believer ; he ſtands in re- 
lation to Chriſt as his Husband: Whatever the 
poor Saints are now accounted by a miſtaken 
World, they are the Excellent ones in the Earth: 
So David reckon'd them, P/al. 16. 3. Chriſt on 
the Wedding-day, the Day of his eſpouſing a 
Soul to himſelf, confers the Honour of a Prince 
on him, and gives him a Title to a better King- 
dom than any of the Princes of this World do 
or can here enjoy; for the Kingdoms of this 
World are all momentary, and full of Diſquiet, 
Trouble and Anxiety; but that which the Be- 
liever is entitled to, is free from Care, Trouble 
and Diſorder, and ſhall be his in ſweeteſt Quiet- 
neſs for eyer and ever. And this may ſomewhat 
alleviate his Sorrows, to think what he (hall be 


* 


- , when he comes to the full Poſſeſſion of that Reſt 


which remains for the People of God, which is re- 


'- ferved for him, and he kept by the Power of God 


for it, 1 Pet. 1. 4, 5- It does not now appear 
what the Saints ſhall be; but when they come to 
the upper Houſe, arrayed in white, anda Crown 
ſet upon their Heads, then they will glitter in 
Glory, and appear like themſelves, and like him 
who has called them to Glory and Virtue, 
Inf. 4. If Chriſt Jeſus ſtands in fo near Rela- 
tion to his Church and every Believer in it, as to 
bean Husband to them; then we may well hence 
infer, how unreaſonable it is for the Believer, 


who 


19 
who has ſuch a kind and loving Husband as Chriſt 
is, to take any thing ill from him, or to put £ 
a hard Conſtruction on any of his Dealings 'of 
Providence towards him. This is what we 
are very prone to do, to be uneaſy under the 
ſharp Diſpenſations of God toward us, tho we 
can make out the Relation betwixt us: I am ſure 
I may fay ſo in a late Caſe, wherein God has 
broken in upon me with a great Breach, of which 
1 have already ſaid ſomewhat before, and has be- 

reaved me of a dear, tender and loving Wife, 
every way agreeable to me, and who, I believe, 
is gone to Glory. I am hard put to it to be re- 
conciled to this awful Providence, as I know I 
ſhon'd, and fain wou'd, in as much as I know be. 
has done it; and Ionght to be ftill, and know that he is 
God, and take all well from him who is the wiſe: 
Governour of all things in the World: And when 
a Believer can ſee his Title in this ſweet Rela- 
tion to Chriſt, which has ſuch a Bundle of Love 
_ wrapt up in it, it argues too fond Affection to- 
wards any thing in the Creature, to be unrecon- 
ciled to the Providence of God in taking it from 
us, for which we have cauſe to be humbled when 
we find it ſo with us. 3 EO 
Inf. 5. We may hence infer the Duty of Belie- 
vers to carry towards Chriſt, as becomes this 
their dear and near Relation, We have hitherto - - 
ſeen the Privilege, the Mercy, the Love and 
Grace that flows into the Believer from this Re. 
lation of Chriſt to him: But as there is ahun- 
dance of Privilege to him, ſo there is alſo ſome- 
thing of Duty required from him; for the Wiſ- 
dom of God has fo inſeparably linked our Duty 
aud Privilege to each other, that we cannot pay? s 
* . ue 
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ſue our Duty, but we find our Privilege; nor we 
cannot conſider our Privilege, but it engages us to 
Duty; yea, and the Duties we are obliged to, 
have a Sweetneſs and Pleaſure in themſelves, e- 


nough 10 engage us to perform them: for the 


mutual Love that is in this Relation berwixt 
Chriſt and the Spouſe, carries in it a juſt Re- 
gard to both theſe; he accommodates her with 
many and great Privileges, and thereby ſhe is ob- 
liged to him in Duty, and therein ſhe finds a 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction to her ſelf, So Cant. 2. 


a z I fat down under his Shadow : It was her Duty to 
K 


there, to reſt and rely upon Chriſt her be- 


loved; bat this ſhe did with Delight, and found 


bis Fruit ſweet to her Taſte. And if you will ob- 


ſerve it, as we go along through all the Parti- 
culars of Duty from the Spouſe to Chriſt, you 


will ſee there is a Pleaſure and Sweetneſs run 
thro the whole Web. | + 


1. The firſt I ſhall mention as a Dutygfrom the 
Spouſe of Chriſt to him, is Love and Affection; 


Chriſt's Love begets this Love in the Heart of a 
Believer: 1 John 4. 19. Wie love him, becauſe he 


firſt loued us: And as it is a Pleaſure to a loving 
Wife to love her Husband, ſo it is a Pleaſure 
in a gracious Soul to love the Lord Jeſus. And 


it is a real Trouble and Grief to the true Chriſ- 


tian that he can love him no more. O, how 
_ ſtrong, how ardeat is this eſpouſal Love in the 


Soul! when at firſt converted to Chriſt, how 
warp is this Love in them to him! And ſo the 
Lord takes notice of it as ſuch, Fer. 2.2. J re- 


member thee the Kindneſs of thy Touth, the Love 


þ. 
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of thine Eſpouſals, when thou wenteſt after me in 
the Wilderneſs, in a Land that was not ſown. 

2. As the Soul from this Relation is obliged 
to love Chriſt, ſo alſo to obſerve his Will; and 
this flows from a Principle of Love: and the 
Lord Jeſus directs his Diſciples to give Proof of 
their Love by this, John 14. 15. F you love me, 
keep my Commandments : And this is what a good 
Man finds agreeable to his Mind; it is the 
Deſire of his Soul to do the Will of God, who 
bas ſo much obliged him to his Duty. And like 
as the loving Wife, for whom her Husband hag 
done many obliging Favours, and ſhe is ſenſible 
thereof in her own Mind, ſhedelights to be found 
in her Duty; and it is a Pleaſure to her to do 


any thing that lies in her Power, to comply with 


his geatle Requirements, and ſhe never looks on 


them as grievous to her: So the Believer, he 


that is betrothed to Chriſt Jeſus, he delights ig 
his Way, in his Work and Worſhip; and to ſuch 

ee of God's Ways are grievous: 1 John 
5. 3. i the Love of God that we keep his Cong« 
maudments, and his Commandments are not gries 
Dou b. 2 


3. The Believer is obliged from this his Relg⸗ 


tion to Chriſt, to depend on his Care and Cons 


cern for all Supplies; this is our undoubted Dua 


ty to have recourſe to him for the Supply of all 
our Wants; that like as a loving Wife has a 
continual recourſe to her kind Husband when 
ſhe wants any thing, ſhe preſently. goes to him, 

tells him what her Caſe is, and ſhe-doubts nog 


but he will readily and chearfully,: according to 
his Wont, ſupply ber: So ſhou d we do g u 


** 
— 2 


ſhould, in al our Caſes of Necellitys apply, ee 
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Flves to Jeſus Chriſt, as to our Husband, and 
have a full Dependance on him, who is ſo able, 
and ſo willing to anſwer all our Caſes of Ne- 
ceſſity with ſuitable and ſeaſonable Supplies, 
8 a very loving Husband many times cannot 
0. | | : 
4. Another Duty that is incumbent on the 
Believer from this his Relation to Chriſt, is to 
vindicate his Honour when ſtruck at by his Ene» 
mies: That like as a loving Wife not only has 
* an hononrable Eſteem of her kind Husband in 
her own Breaſt, but ſhe would have every one 
elſe to ſet a Value on him as well as her ſelf ; and 
it grieves her when any reproach him; and ſhe 
muſt and will appear to vindicate him as ſhe is 
able: Even fo does a good Man in behalf of 
_ Chriſt, he will not hear him reproached nor. diſ- 
honoured, bat it grieves him; and he will ſome 
way or other teſtify his Diſlike thereof. 
F. It is the Duty of a Chriſtian, as he ſtands 
in this Relation to Chriſt, to long for j Com- 
pany, and to be waiting and expectiag bis Re- 
turn, when for gracious Ends he withdraws him- 
ſelf; he never does this but on Provocation, and 
to enhance our Value of him, and promote our 
Enquiry after him: Thus he did with the Spouſe, 
Cant. 5. ſhe had been laid on a Bed of Eaſe, and 
had been excuſing her ſelf from any Hardſhip 
ſhe might be expoſed to in opening to her Be- 
loved when he knocked ; but he would not leave 
her ſo, bat moves her Heart for him, by put- 
ting/ia his Hand by the Hole of the Door, and 
then ſhe was in a great Diſtreſs for him when 
ſhe perceived he was gone; but ſtill ſhe ſeeks and 
enquires for him, til: ſhe found him, and 2 


W * 
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ſhe held him, and would not let him go. Thus 
like a r, but loving Wife, who has wanted 
the Company of her dear Husband for ſome Years; 
he has been abſent from her on a tedious Voyage, 
and tho ſhe has now and then bad a loving Let- 
ter from him, which has been ſome Comfort to 
her, yet ſhe has been in great Trouble for want 
of his defirable Company : At length ſhe has the 
News of his Arrival at ſome neighbouring Port, 
and he lets her know, that at ſuch a time he in- 
tends to ſee her. O, how does ſhe rejoice at 
theſe glad Tidings, and longs and waits for the 
Approach of that long look'd-for Day! Even ſo 
when the Lord Jeſus withdraws himſelf from a 
gracious Soul, how does ſuch an one long for his 
Return, to which his former Experience of 
Chriſt's Kindneſs inclines him? 11 


I ſhall conclude what I have to ſay further on 
this dear Relation of Chriſt Jeſus being a Huſ- 
band to- his Church, with an uſeful Word to 
young Perſons, more eſpecially to ſuch as are in 
the Spring and Morning of their Days, and de- 
fire to be happily match'd whenever they ſhall 

enter upon a conjugal Relation; and it is to re- 
commend Jeſus Chriſt to them, as the beſt Huf. 
band they can ever enjoy: and I would ſay to all 
ſuch of what Rank or Quality ſoever, Rich or 
Poor, in the World, in the Words of our Lord, 
which he propounded as a Query to the Phari- ; 
fees; Mat. 22. 42. What think ye of Chriſt ? You I 
have heard him already ſer off with many excel 1 
lent Qualities, far excelling all others in this Re- 
lation of a Husband: Now what think you of 
hum f is he not worth cloſing with? however 


(no) 

von may fare in the Match, you may conclude 
with a Perſon you ſhall have in a conjogal Rela- 
tion as to your outward Circumſtances, to be 
ſure you will match happily in this Relation 
with Chriſt; if you accept of him, and re- 
member that he ſends his Servants, "the Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, on this Errand, to treat 
with you, add engage your Acceptance of him: 
as Abrabam ſent his truſty Servant to his 
Kindred to court Rebekah for his Son Iſaac, Gen. 
Ag. and as that Servant ſet off his young Maſter 
with all the good Qualities which he thought 
might take with the Damſel and her Friends, he 
tells them, That his Maſter' Abraham was a ve- 
ry great Man in Wealth, had Flocks and Herds, 
Silver and Gold, and Men-Sero ents and Maid- 
Servants, and Cane and: Aſſes; and that he had 
given all this Plenty to his Son, to Iſaac, v. 35, 36. 
whoſe behalf he came to treat with them to 


take Rebekab for a Wife to his Maſter's Son: and 


Jou know how well he fucceeded in that Affair. 
Now as Abravan's Servant could tell what a great 
Match Rebekah was like to have of Iſaac, ſo would 
Ie, much more may you, who will embrace 
the kind Propoſals of Chriſt in the Goſpel; Every 
Auch Soul is like to have the beſt, and every ay 
the moſt deſirable Husband in accepting of him 
in this ſo dear a Relation. We R there are 


. Uliree Things in the World that very much take 
in it; and indeed they are the Al 


_ with 
that it das in it to recommend it ſelf to the Love 


ths 


ef them it make itsCourt to; the three great Baits 
— -the Devil catches the ſimple Souls of 
peor-Mortals : And they are what the Apoſtle 
Job oh rel us is Al that is in it, 1 Fob 2. 16. 1 5 


J l 
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A tbat is in the World, the Luſt of the Fleſh, the 
Luft of the Eye, and the Pride of Liſe, is not of the 
Father, but it is of the Worlds When a Mao, like 

| Solomon, has ranſack'd all the Corners of the 
World, and has ſought into every Quarter to 
find what might ſatisfy his Deſire, and give him 
his Fill of every thing in it, all comes to no more 
than theſe three, the Pleaſures, the Proſits and 
Honours of the World. Whatever we may pro- 
miſe to our ſelves, while we are purſuing it with 
the greateſt ex pectation; they are all comprehend= 
ed in theſe three, Riches, Pleaſure and Honour. 
Now if we could look upon this Relation of a 

Husband to his Church, which Chriſt takes ber 

into with himſelf, to have all theſe in it ro Per- 
fection, which the World has not, it would ap- 
pear that it is much more to be attended to, than 
all this World would flatter us with. I will 
therefore endeavour to ſet off the Excellency of 

_ Chriſt Jeſus in all theſe Reſpects, to recommend 
him more fully to our Acceptation of him, and 


w * 
1 
„ 3 


1. He is the richeſt Husband, he 5s Lord of all; 
has the Diſpoſal of all things in Heaven and 
Earth. The Devil told Chriſt a great Lye, when 
he ſhewed him all the Kingdoms. of the World, ant 
the Glory of, them; and ſaid, All theſe will I'giud 
thee, if thou milt fall down and worſhip me, Mat. 
4.8, 9. for they were none of his 10 give 3 the 
could not take one poor Lamb ont of Job's Flock 
nor a ſingle Heifer out of his Herd, till God gave: © 
him leave; and therefore not like to give all the 
Kingdoms of the World. But he is a boaſting 
Wretch, and by his great Brags, and fair uss 
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miſes he often prevails with poor Mortals, whoſe 


Inclinations, he knows, are after high Things; 
but it was not ſo with Chriſt, who had no 
Matter in him for the Temptation to work on: 
and the Devil never met with his Match in any 
of his Aſſaults in tempting before. But tho all 


theſe great Promiſes of his were filled up with 


Lyes ; what I have faid of Chriſt Jeſus is unde- 
niably true; he it is that has all the good things 
of Heaven and Earth at command, Mar. 28. 18. 


All Power in Heaven and Earth is given unto mes 


He has the Power to give you all things that will 
make you truly rich here and hereafter. You 
may match with a Perſon here, with whom you 
may. live ia a Confluence of all things in this 
World; but when you have theſe Riches, you 
are not ſure to hold them; for Riches make theme 
ſelves Wings and flee away, as an Eagle towards 
| Heaven, Prov. 23. 5. And therefore Solomon forms 
an Argument to us, not to ſet our Eyes and 
Hearts thereon, from this Conſideration ; for, 


Way 4s an Eagle towards Heaven, which flees bigh- 
eſt and furtheſt of any other Bird toward Hea- 
ven. And beſides, you may have Riches, and 
Vexation and Strife with them; many a Couple 
bave abundance of Wealth in the World, but 
that does not procure them a happy Life; they 
may live an uneaſy and diſquieted Life, for all the 
Plenty they have: but it is not ſo with the Riches 
that are to be had. in and by Chriſt; there 15 
no Vexation or Sorrow comes along with them, 
Prev. 10. 22. The Bleſſing of. the Lord Wan, 


* 6 


 fays he, Riches make themſelves Wings, they need 
none to make em for them, for it is in their 
Nature #o flee, and to flee away; and to flee a- 
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in Heavineſs, this makes this Mirth the more 
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and be addeth no ' Sorrow with it, Whatever Sot- 


rom may attack them from another Quarter, it 
comes not from the true ſpiritual Riches which 


the Soul has in and by Chriſt. Theſe are all 


ſiuch as the moſt envious of their Enemies cannot 


take from them : What thiak you that are for 
Riches ? will not the Peace of a good Conſcience, 
the joy that derives from the Pardon of Sin, the 
Light of God's Countenance here, and a glorious | 
Inheritance in the Heavens, far . over-ballance all 
the glittering Vanity of this fading World? And 
therefore upon a ſerious Conſideration it will 
appear, that the Riches to be had with Chriſt 


Jeſus, as a Husband, are far preferable to the 


greateſt-Treaſure that can be ſqueezed out of the 
fulleſt Bank of this gaudy World. ++ 

2, Confider, that if you have Chriſt for your 
Husband, you will have with him the beſt of 
Pleatures as well as the beſt of Riches; the Plea- 
fares of this World are all Counterfeits, they 
have an Appearance of Pleaſure, and that's all; 


all the carnal Mirth and Jollity that the Sons and 


Daughters of Pleaſure hunt out for themſelves, 
have a poiſonous Sting attends them; they are 
no ſooner conſummated, but they leave a Bit- 
terneſs behind them: Even in Laughter the Heart 
is fad, and the End of ſuch Mirth is Heavineſs, 
Prov. 14. 13. So that even while a Man is in the 


top of his Mirth, laughing at ſome pleaſing Ob- 


ject before him, then to have his Heart fad, this 


you wou'd think ſtrange ; but ſo it may be, and 


I doubt not but the wiſe and experienced Solo- 
mon, Who had fuch a full Knowledge f all ſubs 
lanary things, bad found it ſo. And then to ed 


= Can. 
deſpicable to any prudent Man. Now-did you 
but know what the Pleaſures of Communion with 
God, the Joys that fill the Soul, by the breaking 
in of the Light of his Countenance, by ſome ſur- 
prizing Word of Promiſe, that on a ſudden, and 
at unawares, takes hold of the Heart, and puts 
-new Life and Vigour into the Man, and makes 
him to be quite another Perſon than he was be- 
fore, when he was down in the Dumps, and was, 
as it were, lifeleſs and heartleſs, ready to ſwoon 
and faint under his Preſſures, which many a good 
Chriſtian may be ſenfible of, and know from 
their own Experience the Truth of what I ſay: 
Now did you but feel the Soul- raviſhing Joy that 
flows from theſe things, you would deſpiſe the 


frantick Pleaſures of this World, and not tire 


your ſelves in ſeeking Satisfaction where it is not. 
You that are young Ladies and Gentlewomen, 
you can now, it's very probable, allow your ſelves 
the Liberty of going to the Play-houſe, and 
there you. hear a long Diſcourſe of Ribaldry at 
the Devil's Chappel of Eaſe, and ſee many laſ- 


civious Acts, and Scenes of Lewdneſs; and theſe 


things are mighty pleaſing to you, you can there 


be entertained in the Devil Dining- Room, whi- 


ther you have been invited by his Bidders to this 
Feaſt, who paſte up their poiſonous Papers in 
almoſt every Street of this great City ; and you 
can reliſh his dangerous Proviſion, and fit at his 
Table with a great deal of Satisfaction: But what 
now, if the Maſter of the Feaſt ſhould be allow- 
ed to come and bid his Gueſts welcome, and ap- 
pear in a dreadful Shape, and ſpit his Fire among 
them; and finding you upon his own Ground, 
mould take you vp in his Arms, and hug you 
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ing Feruſalem, and taking the Veſſels of the Tem-. I 
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out from among the frighted Spectators, what 
a terrible Scene of Tragedy wou'd this be ! 
and to be ſure would utterly ruine the Plea- 
{ure of all the Acts that went before it. God 


might ſuffer the Devil to do all this, and 1 


doubt not, but if he thought it wou'd not mar 
his Market, he wou'd attempt to have ſuch a 
Liberty granted him. L 
By all this it appears, that the Pleaſures of 
this World are very dangerous, they amuſe the 
Senſes, and fill the Hearts of vain Perſons with an 
inſatiable deſire after them, till crying like the 
Horſe-Leach, Give, give; and when any Man 
has been long in purſuit of them, he finds on a 
juſt Ballance of Accounts, that he comes off a 
great Loſer. But the Pleaſores that Jeſus Chriſt, 
as a Husband, beſtows on his People, who are 
his Spouſe, are real and durable; for at his 
Right-hand are Pleaſures for evermore, Pſal. 16. 


11. always laſting, but never cloying ; which is 


of a quite different Nature from the moſt ce- 
lebrated Pleaſures of this World, and fo are to 
be preferred far above them. =” 

3- Conſider, that if you have Chriſt as an Huſ- 


band to you, you will by him have not only the 


greateſt Riches and the beſt of Pleaſures, but alſo 
the moſt worthy Honour and exalted Dignity : 
All the Princes and Potentates in the World are 
at his Command; the great King of Babylon, 


. Nebuchadnezzar, in his Enterprize againſt the 


Jews for their Idolatries and other Provocations, 
was God's Servant in puniſhing them for their 
Iniquities, for ſo he is called, Fer. 25. 9. and in 
carrying captive the People of the Land, deſtroy- 


- 


ple, and carrying them into the Hoaſe of his Gods; 
and that he made a Deſolation of the Temple and 
City, ruin'd the Walls, and burnt the Houſe of 
the Lord, and the King's Houſe, and all- the 
Houſes of Jeruſalem, putting it into a general 
Conflagration, Fer. 52. But yet in all this, what- 
ever his Deſign might be to make himſelf terrible 
in the World, and get himſelf the Name of a 
mighty Conqueror, be was doing the Lord's 
Work, and was his Servant, as before expreſſed. 
And when Syrus the King of Perſia comes to fa- 
your the Fews by God's Appointment, and bring 
them back to their own Land, and furniſh them 
with Materials for building the City and Tem- 
ple, he is thereia called Gad's Shepherd, as em- 
ployed by him to do him Service, tho he knew 
not what he was doing all the while, I/. 44. 28. 
and Chap. 45- 1——5. What this great King 
was doing in all his Enterprizes agaioſt the Kings 
with whom he was engaged, it was a deſign of 
God to favour his People Jrael, whatever other 
Deſign Cyrus might have. Ver. 4. Fr jacob my 
Servants ſake, and Iſrael mine Elec, I have even 
called thee by Name, tho thou haſt not known me. 
And to this Day God governs the Tranſactions of 
"Nations and Kingdoms with a deſign to advance 
his own'Glory, and ſome way or other, with re- 
Tpe& to his Church, to ſerve her Intereſt. Now 
for the poor deſpiſed Church of God to have ſuch 
-a great King to ſtand in this relation of a+ Huſ- 
band to her, muſt needs be a wonderful great 
"Honour to her. A poor Woman wouw'd think 

her ſelf highly honour'd to be match to a No- 
bleman, a Peer of the Realm; much more ta a 
Prince of the Blood, to the Heir 4 to the 
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Crown ; this is what ſhe could never have thought 
of. Bat ſuppoſe ſach a thing could ever be, 
there is yet a greater difference for Hongur and 
Dignity betwixt Chriſt, the Believer's Husband, 
and the greateſt and moſt powerfal King on 
Earth, than there is betwixt ſuch a King and his 
meaueſt Subject. The pooreſt” Scullion ia the 
City, however ragged 1a her Clothes and filthy 
in her Perſon, comes nearer to the moſt honoura- 
ble Perſon you can mention, than that: Perſon 
does to Him who is Lord of Lords and King ef 
Kings, and diſpenſes Kingdoms to whom be 
pleaſes : And if ſv, then we may well conclude, - 
that there is the beſt of Honour to be had in ac- 
ceptiag of him for a Husband, who is thus infi- 
nitely above all others ia Honour and Dignity, - 
Let us bat a little take a view of what the Ho- 
Nour of the World has in it, and then ſet it beſide 
the Honour the Believer has by his Relation to 
Chriſt; and we ſhall then ſee what a vaſt difference 
there is betwixt them; and all the Bravery that 
is in it will tumble down, like Dagon before the 
Ark of God: for when we have given the beft 
Character of the Grandeur of this World that it 
can lay claim to, it is but a blaſt of Wind, a puff 
of flatteritig Breath. A Man is courted, and yet 
(it may be) hated, often envied, by him that 
courts him: He is advanced to ſand on a Pioacle, 
where he may have many to gaze at him, but he 
ſtands in imminent Danger; high Stations often 
prove very fatal. How many great Stateſmen, 
great and fucceſsfal Commanders by Sea and 


Land, have been. laid-aſide as uſeleſs, and have | 


lived to ſee their Honour buried before ow 
ſelyes! Hiſtories of all Ages are full of ſuch _ 


— 


* * 


(118) 
Examples: And O, what a poor State muſt 
that Man be in, who becauſe he has got an ho- 
noutable Poſt at Court, or is preferred to ſome 
high Station in the Country, thereupon grows 
proud of his Preferment, and carries it not now 
with that becoming Temper as before, to his 
for mer Acquaintance; but is grown deſperately 
(I had like to have ſaid damnably) proud of his 
_ fickle Station: Such an one becomes an Object of 
Scora to all about him, even to them that flatter 
him. And can any ſerious Man then be ſo fond 
of that which is in it ſelf ſo dangerous? Bat yet 
{ach is-the Vanity of the Mind, that when a Man 
grows rich, has arriv'd from a ſmall beginning 
to a plentifal Eſtate, more than he well knows 
what to do with; then we may obſerve it very 
often, that he has an Itch for Honour, and his 
next Project is how to come at it, for he thinks 
he can bear the Charge of a Poſt which he now 
gapes for: As for his Pleaſure, he can eaſily pro- 
cure that to his Mind, as having enough to defray 
the Charge and Coſt of it; but he finds it harder 
to come at that pretty dazling thing called Ho- 
nour, and to be valued by his Obſervers as a Per- 
Jon of Worth and Eminence; for beſides that he 
has done nothing for his Prince or Country to 
deſerve it, he may probably have ſo ill behav'd 
himſelf in getting that Eſtate he has acquired, 
in ſome particular publick Truſt he has been faulty 
An the mauagement of, as reuders him deſervedly 
the Object of Contempt where his Character in 
that Aff ir is knowa; and hereby he is ſore puz- 
Ted to bring Matters to bear accordiog to bis 
Mind. And it may be weil for ſuch a Man to 
be diſappoiated; for could he obtain What he 
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graſps at, it would ſtill make him worſe to all 
his Neighbours and Acquaiatance, worſe to all 
that has to do with him; for this is the wretched 
nature of Pride, it makes a Man to be a Miſchief, 
a common Nuſance in the Place where he lives. 
So that the State and Grandeur of this World 
has not that in it, wnich may render it ſo defira- 
ble, as it often is to a vain Mind. | 
But the Honour that comes to Chriſtians by 
Jeſus Chriſt, is of a more ſublime Nature, it has 
real Worth in it; they are made unto God Kings 
and Prieſts, Rev. 1.6. and, to them it is that Chriſt 
appoints a Kingdom, Luke 22. 29. And our Lord 
Jeſus tells his Diſciples, John 12. 26. that if any 
Man ſerve him, that Man will his Father honour : 
And to be honoured of God the Father of our 
Lord Jeſus, muſt needs be a valuable Honour, 
infinitely exceeding all the lean and barren Ho- 
nour that this poor empty World can afford, And 
the Apoſtle Paul preaches the ſame Doctrine, 
when he tells us that there is Glory, Honour, and 
Peace to every Man that worketh good, ROM. 2. 10. 
Now to have Glory and Honour, ſuch Glory as 
this the Apoſtle here intends, and to have em 
with Peace, with Quietneſs, and Freedom from 
all Vexation, which the Men of Honour in this 
World are frequently attended with, this makes 
them very excellent. And thus alſo we have the 
Apoſtle Peter expreſſing himſelf to the ſame pur- 
poſe, 1 Pet. 1. 7. That the Tryal of your Faith may 
be found unto Praiſe, and Honour, and Glory at the 
peering of Chriſt. Here the Apoſtle intimates as 
if the Tryal of their Faith, what it was for Truth 
and Value, was not ſo diſcernable, till it was 
brought like Gold to the Futnace, and there the 
5.8 1117 » 
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Refiner porifies it, and finds what a rich Sort of 


Metrali op $5; and fo rhe Saints, while they are in 


theif State of Tryal, are not fo diſcernable, till 
they have paſſed thro it: they lie as Gold among 


the Oar, till the Furnace reine them, and brigh- | 


ten them. And then when this Work is done 
upon ther, it ſhall be ſeen what they are at the 


appearing of Jeſus Chriſt; then they ſhall come 


ſhiaing in all the Beauty and Glory of the New Je- 
ruſalem, to the Praiſe, Honour and Glory of him 


who has thus dignified them, and to their own 


Honour and Glory too, being clad in Ray ments 
white as Snow, which their Bridegroom has put 
on them. And while they are here in this preſent 
State lying among the Pots, they are honourable 
in his Eſtcem; and fo he ſays of them, Iſa. 43. 4. 

Since thou waſt precious in my fight, thou haſt be en ho- 
nourable,” Whatever the Men of the World think 
of them, and how Vehtly ſoever they ſet by them, 
they are honourable in Chriſt's Account, they are 
precious to him, and he accounts them his Jewels, 
Ma'.3.17-and they ſhall appear ro be hi: in the Day 


that he makes them up, and as It were ſtrings them, 


one by another,to make them appear with greater 
Laſtre. And as Chrift jeſos, their Lord and 


Husband, accounts them precious and honourable, 


ſo they ought to have an honourable Eſteem for 
one another: and thus did David, tho the King 
of Jfrael; he had a great Value for the Saints in 
his Day, vat ſo he calls them the excellent Ones of 
the Earth, in whom was all his Delight, Pfal. 16. 3. 


He had a greater Value for them than he had for 


the Lords and Peers of his Realm, that were not 


acquainted with his God ; for be knew what a plea- 


1 it was to wonder ſe with them that fear d tho 


Lord, 


» 
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Lord, and he tells them what God had done for bis 
Soul; and he could hear pleaſant Stories: from 
them, what God had done for them; and this 
made them value one another, as mutual Helpers 
of one anothers Joy: But as for the great Men in 
his Court, that were not acquainted with theſe 
ſpiritual Things, he could have no delightful Con- 
verſatioa with them about theſe Matters, they 
knew not what he meant when he told them of 
the Concerns of his Soul, for they were a Myltes 
Ty and Riddle to them, as it was to Nicodemus, 
tho a Ruler of the Jews, when Jeſus Chriſt told 
him of being born again: It was fo ſtrange Docs 
triae, that he could not take it in by all the 
Strength of bis natural Reaſon, for this ſpiritual 
Doctrine was above it, John 3. 3 —9. til Chriſt 
explain'd the Matter unto him; and then he un- 
der ſtood it better, and ever after appeatid more 
boldly for him, and ſtocd up to reprehend he 
Phariſees in their illegal Proceedings againft 
Chriſt, for which they reproached him, Feb# 7. 
51,52. And after this, he bringsa Mixture of Spt- : 
ces,. about an hundred Pound weight, for the By- 
rial of the Body of Jeſus, John 19. 39. Which was 
an Honourable Practice of him thus to appear in 
behalf of his Maſter, and is recorded as- fuch. 
And this Honour that a Chriſtian has in his firm 
Adherence to God and his Ways, is of a ſuhlime 
Nature, has real Worth in it, and is foto he pre- 
ferred above all the tinſel and gandy Honour of a - 
vain World; for beſides the Honour that is put 
upon him by Chrift and his fellow Chriſtians 
here, there is reſery'd for him an everlaſting 
State of Glory and Honour, prepare&allgteſer- 
ved for him in Heaven, by enn 23 
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| | fully demonſtrates that it infinitely exceeds all the 


State and Grandeur of this poor empty World, 
and yet it is {ach as Chriſt graciouſly beſtows upon 


© every Soul he betrothes, and marries unto him- 


felf. 


more eſpecially I have addreſſed my ſelf in this 
particular, as aforeſaid ; what ſay you now to 


has Riches, that has Pleaſure, and Honour, and 
all of the beſt, the beſt for Quality, the beſt for 
Duration. And this worthy Perſon, ſo valuable 
on all theſe great Accounts, is williag to have yon, 
to make you rich, to give you true pleaſure and 
honour ; ard he makes a fair, free, and hearty 
Propoſal to you, to take you into this near Rela- 
tion with himſelf, to be a Husband to you, not- 
withſtanding the poor, beggarly Circumſtances 


you are in; he will advance you to Riches, to du- 


rable Riches and Honour, Prov. 3. 16. Now what 


ſay you? have you a Mind to be rich, truly rich? 


to lead a pleaſant and honourable Life ? You can 
not do it truly and effectually any other way, but 
by cloſing with this worthy matchleſs Perſon, the 


Lord Jeſus, who by the fair Terms in the Goſpel 


ſhews how willing he is to take you into this dear 


Relation with himſelf, and objects not againſt 


your Meanneſs. Isthe Match now on foot betwixt 
Chriſt and your Souls ? you young Men, or Wo- 
men, is he dealing with you in this weighty Con- 
cern? Have you ever felt him putting in his Hand 
by the Hole of the Door of your Heart ? and have 


your Bowels been then moved for him? O then if 
he de ſtill waiting, riſe up from your Bed of car- | 


nal 


Now, you that are young Perſons, to whom 
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the Matter? what think you of Chriſt ? is he not 
a wonderful and matchleſs Perſon ? He it is that 


C123) | 
nal Eaſe and Security, and open to him that he 
may come ia, and be yours, and yours for ever. 
And before I leave this ſweet Subject, give me 
leave to offer a few things to your Conſideration; 
and O that you would ſet your Hearts to theſe 
things wiich are of the utmoſt concern! The Sub- 
ject is great add truly pleaſant, and deſerves a 
better Hand than mine to manage it. But if 1 
could but gain one Soul to Jeſus Chriſt; and ad- 
vance the Love of ſome, who already love him, 
I ſhou'd think my Time in ſtudy, and Labour in 
writing well beſtowed: I ſhall wait on God for 
Succeſs herein, and leave it to his powerful Grace: 
What | ſhall, in the bebalf of Chriſt and your 
owa Souls, offer to your Conſideration, pleaſe to 
take in the following Particulars, in which I ſhall 


be but ſhort, and leave the Enlargement to 


your own Meditation. \ 
1. Take a ſerious View of Jeſus Chriſt, of 
him who makes this gracious Propoſal to your 
Souls. Let not your Hearts run after the glit- 
tering Vanities of this World, and negle& him 
whois altogether lovely, as the Spouſe ſays, Cant. 5, 
16. You have heard ſomething of him, What a 
rich, pleaſant and honourable Match your Souls 
may have in cloſing with him; well, do you take a 
freſh renewed View of him : and as he calls, look - 
unto me all ye Ends of the Earth, and be ye ſaved, 
Iſa. 45. 22. ſo do you look at him ſtedfaſtly. 
You have, it may be, taken a Glance at him; but 
look again, there is that Beauty and Excellency, 
that attractive Worth and Virtue in him, that 
you have not yet ſeen; and when you have looked 
again and again, there is ſtill more of real Worth 
and Excellency than you can take in: and do you 
remember 
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remember that all the Goſpel Invitations that 
you have ſcatter'd in ſo many places of his Word, 
where you frequently meet with them, are as ſo 
many Love-Letters ſent to you from his Hand 
and his Heart. Such as theſe you have in Mat. 1, 
44 28. Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you Reſt. And Joh. 6. 37. Him 
that cometh unto me I mill in no wiſe caſt out, And 
again, Luke 19. 10. For the Son of Man is come to 
.  Jeek and to ſave that which was loſt; and in abun- 


dance of Texts more, which if you read your 


Bibles, you cannot bat meet with: ſo that you 
ſee how. free he is to receive all Comers. All 
- that come under a Senſe of Need, Need of par- 
doning Grace, and ſanctifying Grace, they ſhall 
all be welcome, however ſo vile, ſo ſinful and 

wretched in themſelves. And we have Inſtances 
of his great Grace in Manaſſeh, 2 Chron. 33. where 
we read what a vile Sinner he was, in Idolatry, 
in uſing Inchantments, and having to do with a 
familiar Spirit and Vizards, in burning his Chil- 
drxen in Sacrifice in the Valley of Hinnom; and 
yet this Man upon his ſeeking to God in his 
Affliction, was heard, and came to know that the 
Lord he was God, ver. 13. And ſo David, Solomon, 
Mary Magdalen, out of whom went ſeven Devils, and 
Paul who was a violent Perſecuter, and reckons 
himſelf the chief of Sinners, 1 Tim. 1. 15. all theſe 
were received and-pardoned by the God of Grace, 
to let the moſt groſs Sinner ſee, that he is not 
Therefore, and becauſe of Sin, excluded from the 
Acceptance of him, who 5s able to ſave to the utmoſt 
all ehem that come unto God by him, Heb. 7. 25. 59 
that the vileſt of Sianers may take Encourage» 


ment from theſe Patterns of divine Grace, that 
2171 | 8 | | are 
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are ſet up for them to look at as the Effect of his 
abundaat Mercy and Love. And it is ver y profita- 
ble for Perſons in the worſt of Circumſtagces, to 
take a View of theſe, and to conſider ferionfly 
thereof, to convince them of the reality of the 
Love of Chriſt Jeſus, who is ſo willing to take 
them into this Relation with himſelf, as to be 
to them an Husband upoa their Acceptance of 
him. It: | 
No there are theſe things following, which T 
deſire every one who would be truly happy in a 
Match, to dook at in Chriſt, | 
1. His Perſon. 2. His Titles. 3. His Offices, 
4. His Deſign of Grace in undertaking all theſe 
Offices, All theſe have in them a great plenty 
of Matter, and afford ſuch a large Field far va- 
riety of pleaſant Thought, that the moſt ad- 
vanced mortal Capacity would be bewildered and 
loſt in a Maze of divine Grace to purſue the Sub-. 
ject; for as the Apoſtle ſays of the Love of 
Chriſt, it paſſeth Knowledge, Eph. 3. 19. ſo may 
I fay of theſe, that they paſs aur Knowledge, 
our Expreſſion and Conception; there is ſuch a 
Breadtb, ſycha Length, and Depth and Height 
of Love and Grace in them, that we cannot com- 
prehend: and therefore 1 deſire my kind Reader 
to accept of what little I can now ſay of theſe 
things, with Aſſurance that if I meet him in the 
other and better World, I ſhall be able to tell 
him more. . "1 
1. 1 ſhall defire you to look at the Excellency 
of the Perſog of Chriſt, You know what the 
Spouſe ſays of him, when ſhe bad been telling the 
Daughters of Feruſalem what an one her Be- 
loved was, and had deſcribed eee 
| 5 |; f arts, 
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Parts, and eould not come up to what ſhe Ain 5 


af, and knew what Amiableneſs was in him 
above what ſhe could expreſs, ſhe as overmatch'd 
with Matter, and to do her beſt, concludes thus, 
yea, he is altogether lovely, Cant. 5.16. Such an 
one he is in his perſonal Excellencies, that he is 
the deſire of all Nations, Hag.2. 7. Wherever 
the Knowledge of Chriſt comes, in whatever Na- 
tion or Kingdom of the Univerſe, the Chriſtian 
that knows him, looks on him as the deſire of 
His Soul; and pity it is that he who is ſo lovely in 


himſelf ſhould be lightly ſet by as he is, by the | 


Generality of the Sons of Men, who readily 
take up with what is their own Miſchief, and 


expoſes them to the Wrath of a holy God; but 


ſhamefully negle& this lovely Perſon the Lord 
Jeſus, and in fo doing neglect alſo their own Souls. 
Now, that which makes this excellent Perſon ſo 


defirable and ſuch a matchleſs Object of Love, 


are the gracious noble Qualities wherewith he is 
accompliſh'd ; his Divinity taking his Humanity 


into perſonal Union, makes him full of Grace 


and Truth: John 1. 14. And the Word was made 


Fleſh and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his Glory, 


the Glory as of the ouly begotten of the Father) full 

of Grace and Truth. Where this Evangelilt ſpeaks 
of his Glory as God-man, to be ſuch as preſent- 
ed bim to his View, ſhining in ſuch a ſuper-ex- 
cellency of Brightneſs, as that he could ſee his 
very Heart all in a Flame of Love towards his 
poor Church and every Member of her, as ſtand- 
ing in this Relation to him, and accepting him 
as their Lord and Husband. And io he is towards 
all who are in his Commiſſion received from the 
Father, whom as he ſays he muſt bring in, John 10.16. 


As 
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As if a neceſſity were laid on him, that he could 
not diſpenſe with neglecting them, but he muſt 
bring them in. And by this little Taſte we have 
of this excellent Perſon, in what has briefly been 
ſaid of him, it appears he is very excellent, 
matchleſs in his Beauty and gracious Diſpoſition, 
and ſo worthy to be heartily embraced by every 
one that loves his own Soul. th 
2. Take a View of him in his Titles, and there 
are ſo many precious Titles given to him, that it 
would require a large Volume to ſpeak fully to 
them all; I ſhall content my ſelf to ſay ſomewhat 
to ſome of them, and that but briefly. 
(1.) He is called a Foundation, and a Founda- 
tion of the Father's laying, and of the Father's 
chuſing too. 1 Pet. 2.6. Behold, I lay in Sion 4 
chief Corner-ſtone, elect, precious : He is the Cor- 
nerſtone to bear the great Streſs of the Building, 
and to faſten one part of it to another: and in 
Iſa. 28. 16. he is called the Foundation, and 
a Foundation of the Father's laying, a Stone 
and a tried Stone, one whom the Father knew 
was able to bear all the weight of that glorious 
Structure that was to be built upon him, and not 
ſhrink under it; and a ſure Foundation, that 
every Stone in the Building might ſafely traſt to. 
(.) He is called a Captain, the Captain of our 
Salvation, Heb. 2. 10. If ever any Soul be ſaved, 
it muſt be by the noble Atchievements of this 
powerful Captain : his poor Soldiers would all 
be beaten out of the Field of Battle, if this great 
Captain did not appear at the Head of them, 
and hearten them to rally again, and make a 
freſh Conflict with their grand Enemy the Devil. 
When at any time he worſts them, and they are 
OVCT- 


6 
over- born by the continual Fire that his Legions 
make upon them, it is this great Captain who 
at ſuch time inſpires them with new Courage; 
and beides, he furaiſhes them with Armour, and 
ſuitable Weapons for their Warfare: ?*tis he alſo 
who puts Strength into them to hold out, they 
wou'd elſe be tired and worn out with the re- 
newed Aſſaults the Devil makes upon them; and 
tis be who makes em to maintain their Ground, 
and keep their Place againſt all the Batteries of 
the Eaemy. The beſt Captain and greateſt Ge- 
neral among Men, cannot do theſe things for bis 
Soldiers; he may lead them on bravely, but he 
cannot impart Strength to them or Cou- 
rage, nor can he ſecure the Day to them: but 
this great and good Capraia Chriſt Jeſas, can do 
all theſe, he can give Courage and Strength as 
aforeſaid ; and allo brings bis Soldiers always off 
with Conquelt at the cloſe of the Battle. And 
they have Cauſe to give him the Glory of their 
Victory, and to ring a Peal of Praiſe to him on 
this Occaſhhon. # | 
(3.) He is called the Conſolation of Iſrael, 
Luke 2.25. And it was for this Conſolation of 
Iſrael, that good old Simeon waited. And it is 
worth all our while ſtill to wait for him as the 
Conſolation of Iral. Good Simeon was waiting 
for bim as the promiſed Meſſiah, and he got him 
in his Arms and embraced him with a great deal 
of joy ia the Temple, and bleſſed God that he 
had fulfiled his Word to him, in that he ſaw bis | 
Salvation, ver. 30. And as he was ſo comforted 
by a Sight of the Meſſiah, whom he ſtiles the Con- 
folation, of Iſracl, ſo may we ſtill worthily ac- 
count him. For if it were not for him, who is 
| | In 
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in many Reſpects the Believer's Conſolation 


while here, and the hope of his future Comfort 
and Happineſs ; he would lead a very melan- 


choly Life here, and be without hope of Amend- 


ment. | | | 
(4.) He is called our Righteouſneſs, Fer. 23. 6. 
And this is the Name wherewith he ſhall be called, 


THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
And fo Chap. 33. 15. where we have the ſame 


Words. And the Lord ſends this Prophet to 
Iſrael when they were ia a ſcatter'd Condition, 
that tho it was ſo bad with them as it was, and 
that the falſe Shepherds had, inſtead of feeding 
bis Flock, ſcatter'd them, and fed themſelves on 
them; yet he tells them for their Comfort, that 
he would raiſe ap the Man whoſe Name is The 
BRANCH, (another of his Titles) and he ſhould 


be King over them; and in his Days Judah ha 


be ſaved, and Iſrael ſhall dwell ſafely; and this 1s 


his Name, as above, THE LORD OUR RIG H- 


TEOUSNESS. He knew that ſuch of them as 
were ſenſible of their own Sin, in departing from 
their God to Idols, might well object againſt 
themſelves, as wholly unworthy of any ſuch 
great Bleſſing as lies in this Promiſe: and there- 


fore he graciouſly ſupports them under ſuch Con- 


victions of Sin, and tells them, Tho ſo it was 


with them, that he might juſtly reje& them as a 


People ſo guilty as they were; yet to alleyiate 

them in this Caſe, he would ſend one to fave . 
them, in whom ſhould conſiſt all their Righteouſ- 
neſs. And O, what comfortable News is this to 


a poor burden'd Soul, who lies under the ſenſe 
of his own Uarighteouſneſs, which would preſs 
him down to Hell, that God has provided for 


him 
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(130) 
him ſuch z dresses in jeſus Chriſt, as will 
cover all his Sins; that tho he have no Righteouſ- 
neſs of bis own, yet he has Righteouſneſs and 
Strength too laid up for him in Chriſt his Huf- 
band; Ia. 45. 24. In the Lord have I Righteouſneſs. 


And this is a pleadable Righteouſneſs, Which tbe 


Believer may lay claim to as his. And ſo the 
Apoſtle Paul renounces all his own Righteouſneſs; 

that which he was formerly ſo fond of as a ſtrict 
Phariſee, he now counts no better than Dung 
and Drofs, and berakes himſelf wholly to the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, Phil. 3. 9. Aud be found 
in him, not having mine own Righteouſneſs, which i. 
of the Law, but that which is of the Faith of Chriſt, 
the Righteouſneſs which is of God by Faith. He had 


> had a high Conceit of his own Righteouſceſs 
when he was a zealous Phariſee; but now he 


comes to rely wholly and alone on the Righte- 
ouſaeſs of Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs of him who 
was God as well as Man, and therefore a com- 
Pleat Righteoufneſs, and acceptable to God as 
uch: and be is thereby accounted righteous by the 
imputation of that Righteouſneſs to him. And 
pereby the Holy God declares himſelf juſt, tho he 
pardons the Sinner, and juſtifies him which believe: 
in Jeſis, Rom. 3. 26. inaſmuch as his Attribute 
of Juſtice, and his holy Law, are both ſatisſied 
in their ful] Demands by Chriſt, being a Propitia- 
tion, an appeaſing Sacrifice, to fatisfy his Jaſtice, 


and in his perfect Obedience fulfiling the whole 


Law, that what he did and ſuffered might be ac- 
counted to them that believe in Jeſus: ſo that 
the Grace of God is as free as if Chriſt had done 
nothing; and yet he diſcharged the Debt ſo 
fully, as if it were not of Grace; ver. 24. Being 


juſtified 


| Cad... 
juſtified freely by bis Grace, thra the Redemption . 5 at 
1s in Jeſus Chriſt. Where the Grace of God, and 
the Redemption of Chriſt, are both concern'd in 


() Chriſt alſo bears the Name and Title of a 


SHEPHERD, Jahn 190.11. I am the good Shepherd; 


the good 8 bepherd giveth his Life for the Sheep. Such a 
Shepherd he is as owns all his Sheep : For the moſt. 
art, other Shepherds have but few in the Flock that 


belongs to him whom they ſerve; but this great 


Shepherd owns all his Sheep, they are all his own, 


and they may well be his, for they coſt him a 
dear Price to purchaſe them, the Price of his own 
Blaod :, And then they are his by another Title, 
and that is by Gift; the Father has given them 
to him, and he has the Charge of every Lamb of 
the Flock, to have it forth-coming. And then 
alſo ſuch a Shepherd he is, as can carry all his 


Lambs in his Boſom : If a careful Shepherd in a 


froſty Seaſon find ſeveral young Lambs almoſt 
periſhed, by reaſan of the extremity of the Cold; 


if he can carry two or three of them home in his 


Boſom, and lay them by the Fire, or wrap 
them in warm Clothes, and lay them in his Bed, 


to recover them when almoſt periſhed ; it 1 
much as he can do to carry ſuch a number: but -- 
this good Shepherd can carry all his Lambs in is 
Boſom, and he nouriſhes them ſo tenderly,” that 


none of them die in his Hands. And then für- 
ther, he is ſuch a Shepherd as has freſh and green 


Paſtures for them to feed in, aud quiet Streams 7 


to refreſh them > He leads them by ſtill Waters, and 
| Cauſes them to lie down in green Paſtures, Pal. 23. 


1, 2, 3- And then, if they are ſeized by any 
dangerous Diſtemper, he reſtores chem. He does = 
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(132) | 
not let them die of the Rot ; but when they 1 
got a taint of that dangerous Diſeaſe, he has his 


Remedies ready to reſtore them, and bring them 
iato a healthful State again. 


(6.) And the laſt I ſhall mention, (tho there be 


many more precious Titles that he bears) He is 
called a VIVE, John 15. 1. 1 am the true Vine, 
and my Father is the Husbandmin ; and ver. 5-1 
am the Vine, ye are the Branches. And as the Vine 
conveys Sap and Nouriſhment to every Branch in 
it, ſo does Chriſt, this true Vine; not a living, 
thriving, and fruitful Branch in him, but derives 
its Sap and Life from him to comfort it, and ren- 
der it to be what it is: there would not be one 
Branch kept alive if it were not ſo: But we here- 
by ſee what a Bleſſing he is to every Branch in 


him; in that every Branch in him, that is really . 


and truly, not nominally only, "but. virtually 
and truly, as being of him, and belonging to 
bim, derives all its Nouriſhment and vegetative 
Juice from him. A Man may be ſaid to be a 
Branch, after ſome ſort, in him, and yet not of. 


him, ſo as they were of whom the Apoſtle John 


Jpeaks, 1 John 2. 19. They went out from us, but 


they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they 


would no doubt have continued with us. Theſe were 
among the true Believers, reckoned among them, 
had got into the Society to make up the Number, 
as .it may be in the Churches of Chriſt at this 
Day, by an outward Profeſſion. Thus it may be 
with an outſide Profeſſor, who *tis likely may be 
recommended by ſome favourite Friend or AC- 
quaintance, who ſpeaks a good Word in his be- 
half to the Paſtor, or ſome other Officer in a 
Particular Congregation; and thereupon he is 
admitted 


a .4a0 As . 
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admitted into the Church, and enjoys all the Pri- 
vileges of the Houſe of God as a Member there- 


of, his Name ſtands recorded in the Church- 


Books, and he makes up the Number among 
others of his Brethren, and is reckoned a ſound 
Member; but all this while he, partakes not of 
the fatneſs of the good Olive-Tree, nor ſucks the 


lively Sap of Chriſt the true Vine. And no'won- 


der if ſuch a Branch withers and dies, and goes 
off from the Flock with whom he uſed to aſſoci- 
ate, when any difficulty attends them in their 
Way and Work, or when any Bait of Profit or 
Grandeur of the World is preſented by the Devil 
to bring him back Again to his old Comrades: for 
as he took up his Profeſſion from a falſe Princi- 
ple, ſo he leaves all his religious Acquaintance 
from the ſame Principle that brought him in a- 
mongſt them; for many times the plain and ho- 
neſt Truth of Chriſt is out-bidden by a crafty 
Devil and a ſeducing World. And thus the 
Man's Religion is thrown ap, and he turns a 
Renegade; as Paul complain'd of Demas ; that he 
bad forſaken him, having loved this preſent World, 
2 Tim. 4. 19. And ſo the latter end of that 
Man is worſe than the beginning. Thus it was 
with thoſe aforeſaid, of whom John ſpeaks, they 
were not manifeſted what they were, till they 
deſerted the Truth, and left God and Religion ; 4 
bat all this while they were not of them, tho a- 


mong them: So a Branch might be ſaid to be in 


this Vine, by an outward Profeſſion and Sem- 
blance of Religion; but yet not of the Vine, as 
having ſuch a near Relation to Chriſt as to have 

a full Dependance on him, and receive a conſtant 


Supply of Grace from him : For every ſuch . | 


1.6" - Branch 
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Branch bears ſome Fruit, and Chriſt tells us, that 
his Father purges all ſuch, that they ma bring forth 
more Fruit, John 15. 2. And thus I have attend- 
ed the fore-named precious Titles of the bleſſed 


Jeſus, which, tho they be but a few of the many - 1 


that he bears, yet they have that Excellency in 
them, as may engage the Love of every Soul that 
_{criouſly takes a view of them, to entertain him 
in this Relation of a Husband, which now is un- 
,, . 7-2 
3. As the view of Chriſt Jefas in his Perſon 
and Titles, is of great Uſe to draw out our Love 
to him, ſo alſo is our ſerious Conſideration of the 
great Offices for which he is ſo famous, and which 
he per for ms in behalf of his Church: They alfo 
have this Teadency to attract our Souls to him who 
performs them, with ſo much Tenderneſs, Zeal, 
and Faithfulneſs. And therefore in order to affect 
us in this Concern, let us take a view of this bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus in thoſe three celebrated Offices of his, 
which he executes in favour of the Chorch his 
_ Spouſe, namely as a Prophet, as a Prieft, and as a 
King: and rheſe have that Worth and Excellency 
ia themſelves, and convey ſuch a Stream of Con- 
© Jolation to the Soul, from that Fountain of Love 
Pence they flow, that not only may engage 
them to him, who have not yet entertained him 
\ as their Lord and Husband, but may alſo much 
comfort the Hearts of thoſe who have him for 
their own id this happy Relation. I mall offer at 
ſomething to each of theſe. ae, e e . 


* 


..) Let us conſider bim in his Prophetical Of- 
ice, whereby he inſtructs and teaches his People, 
Mews them the way wherein they ſhould walk, 
Aud ireas their Steps, And itis matter of great 

W_ | 2 Comfort 


run 


Comfort to a weary and bewilder'd Traveller, I 
that bas loſt bis way in a dark Night, and knows F 
not how to take a Step ſafely further, that he E: 
bappily meets with one who knows the place = 
where, he is, and all the Dangers of the Road, * 
and can bring him ſafe to the City he aims at; i 
and ſuch a ode offers to be his Guide, and bring 4 
him ſafe to bis Jorneys end, and to bear his Char- f 
ges too all the way long: This muſt certainly = 
much rejoice the Heart of ſuch a poor wandering [ 
Traveller, beſet with Dangers one very ſide. Such 4 
a Guide is Jeſus Chriſt. to his People; he by this 
kind Office, which he performs as a Prophet, 
teaches them their way; he knows all the Dif- 9 
| culties and Dangers that beſet them in the Wilder- 4 
| neſs, thro which they muſt. paſs ro the heaven» b 
ly Canaan; he knows how they are way-laid, and 4 
| oppoſed in their paſſage, by potent Enemies up 1 
in Arms, in a Combination againſt them; and he 9 
has in Commiſſion from his Father to conduet 
them, and bring them ſafe to the Land of Pro- 
| miſe ; and therefore he carefully and faithfally at- £ 
tends them all the way long, and never wholly - | 
| leaves them nor for ſakes them, till be gets them | 
| ſafe where they wou'd be: for he knows they | þ 
|; - wou'd faint if he were to leave them. And to pre- 
vent this, when at any time he ſees them ov r- 
born with Difficulties, and ready to ſwoon, he KM 
-gives them a reviving Dram of a precious Cordial, 
which he always carries in his Boſom, to recruit 
them and comfort them, whereby they are ena- 
: | bled to proceed on their way. And if at any time 
| he does leave them for a while, that they may ſee 


their own Weakneſs and Incapacity” to get for- 
| ward without him, he ſtill has ſuch à reſerve of 
rr N ON. 
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Kindneſs for them, rhe he gives them a Note of 
Directions, a Scroul of Inſtruction drawn by his 
own Haad, to tell them which way to take when 
any dubious and croſs Ways are before them, and 
they are in any doubt which way to go. All 
this, and much more, he does as a Prophet; which 
muſt needs have abundance of Comfort and En- 
couragement in it to ſuch as know their Need of 
him, in this great Concern. 

(2.)Let us alſo take a view of him in his Prieftly 
Office, and this is alſo matter of great Encou- 
ragement to poor Sinners, that ſuch as we arc, 
ſnou'd have ſuch an High-Prieſt as Chriſt, to do 
this Office for us. This was ſhadowed out by the 
Office of the High-Prieſt under the Law; and his 
Office conſiſted in offering the Sacrifices appoint- 
ed of God for the Sins of the Congregation of 
Afratl, and alſo for himſelf when he treſpaſſed ; and 
then once a Year to enter into the Holy of Holies, 
and that not without Blood, to offer for himſelf : 
and the Errors of the people. The Prieſts, ac- 
, cording to their Rank and Order, were to offer all 
* The, Sacrifices of every kind for the People; their 
Freewill-offerings, their Sin- offer ings, and their 
Peace-oſſerings, and their Wave. offer ings, &c. 
were all to go thro their Hands. Aud then another 
part of his Office was to burn Incenſe, to take 
Fire from off the Altat in his Cenſer, and put ſweet 
luocenſe thereon, that the Smoak of it might aſ- 

cend up before the Lord. And theſe Ordinances 
concerning the Prieſt in his Office, were to ſhadow 
out to us the Office of our great High- Prieſt je- 
fas Chriſt, in his making himſelf an Offering for 
the Sins of his People. And for this end he had a 
Roy * that he might be fitted 1 

He 
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Heb. 10.5. 4 Body haſt thou prepared me. And 
in this he rejoiced, that he was then in a Capacity 
to become a Sacrifice; and this appears in that he 
ſo chearfully complies with the Will of his Father 
herein, that no ſooner was he called on to do this 
great Work, to appear as a Criminal, and take on 
him the Guilt of all the Elect that ever were, or 
ever ſhou'd be in the World, and to ſtand under 
the weight of all that he, as their Repreſentative, 
cou'd be charged with, which would have ſunk 
all the Men on Earth, and all the Angels in Hea- 
ven, under the Wrath of an Almighty provoked 
Majeſty : No ſooner, 1 ſay, was he called on to 
do this hard Work, but he readily anſwers, Lo, 
IT come to do thy Will, O God, ver. 9. he ſpeaks as 
one in readineſs to undertake the Work, Lo, I 
am here, I am ready, I come to do thy Will, O 


my God; as if he had been waiting, and looking. 


with Expectation when ever he ſnou'd be ca 
to this Service which his Heart was ſo much in, to 
accompliſh and bring about the Salvation of loſt 
Sinners: and he ſpeaks as if he were in haſte to 
be at it. And for as much as the Sacriſices and 
Offerings under the Law were daily repeated, 
which ſhewed their Imperfection as being not able 
to take away Sin, it is ſaid of Chriſt that he was 
once offered for all, ver. 10. By the which Will we 
are ſanctiſied by the offering of the Body of Jeſus once 
for all; to ſhew the compleatneſs and ſufficiency 
of this Offering to ſatisfy all the Demands of the 
Juſt ice of God, And he having thus paid all the 
Debt that it could demand, he is diſcharged out or 
the Priſon of the Grave, aſcends into Heaven, and 
takes his Seat there at the right Hand of his Fa- 
ther, who calls him to that Dignity and Power, as 

12 having 
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__ - having; done all his — And ſo he takes his 
Face and firs him down, as being at reſt from any 
further Challenge from either the holy Law or 
F of Sod; whereas. the Prieſts under the 
Law were to ſtand at their Work, as in ver. 11, 
42. And every Prieſt ftandeth daily miniſtring and 
_ offering — 4 the ſame Sactifices, which can neuer 
rale away Sins; but this Man, after he had »fjerca 
_ eneSacrifice for Sins for ever, ſat down on the right 
Hud of God. 
Another Part of the Prieſts Office was to burn 
lacenſe, to make an Atonement for the People; 
thus did Aaron in that tremendous Caſe of the 
Congregation of Hrael, when they reproached 
Moſes and Aaron, as if they had murdered the 
People of the Lord, in that Korabh, Datbar, and 
Abiram, with the two hundred Men, their Ac- 
eomplices, had periſhed in their ſtout Rebellion. 
Nun. 16. 32, 35, 41. then they came up againſt 
Maſes and Aaron in a mutinous and tumultuous 
manner, charging them, that chey bad killed the 
People of the Lord; whereupon God is wroth with 
them, and ſends the Plague amongſt them, and 
Aaron at the appointment of Moſes, runs into the 
F gation in haſte, with his Cenſer and Fire 
| From the Altar, and Iacenſe thereon, and ſtood 
. *betwixt the muß. and the dead, and the Plague 
. was ſtayed. And to this practice of offering In- 
. cenſe David alludes, Pſal. 141. 2. Let my Prayer be 
ſet forth before eng as Incenſe, meaning thereby 
that he deſired his Prayer might be accepted of 
the Lord. And we find that Zacharias, by Office 
2 Prieſt of the Lord, bis Lot was to burn In- 
cenſe when he went into the Temple; and the whole 
e of the . were. Paying: - without at the 


i ame 
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time of Incenſe, Luke 1. 9. 10. Whereby it appears 
that while the People were praying, Zacharias the 
Prieft was burning Incenſe, that the ſweet Fer- 
fame thereof might bring their Prayers up to God 
with Acceptance, typically teaching us, that our 
Prayers need the Interceſſion of our great Hiph- 
Prieſt the Lord Jeſus, to render them acceptable 
to God the Father. And accordingly we find it 
faid of him Rev, 8. 3, 4. that another Angel (which 
is no other but Chriſt the Angel of the Govenant, 
as he is called, Mal. 3. 1.) came and ſtood at the Al- 
tar having a golden Cenſer, and there was given unto 
him much Incenſe, that he ſhoud offer it with the 
Prayers of all Saints, &c. And it is well for the 
Saints that they have ſuch an High- Prieſt to bring 
up their Prayers with Acceptance to the Throne 
of God, for they all need him; and therefore tis 
ſaid, that he ſhou'd - offer the Incenſe with th 
Prayers of all Saints; not one of them, but they 
need his Interceſſion in all their Addreſſes to God, 
to promote their Suit, and render them and their 
Prayers acceptable. And O, what a great Enebu- 
ragement is this to a poor Believer, that be has 
ſuch a High-Prieſt, an Advocate with the Father! 
as we have it, 1 John 2. 1. And if any Man fin, 
we have an Advocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſf the 
righteous: An Advocate with the Father, always 
ready upon every Occaſion, ſo that no malicivus 
Plea can come there againſt his Client from the 
Devil, who is their Accuſer; no, nor yet from 
the holy Law or ſtrict Juſt ice; but he is there to 
take off the Force of it: for he has ſuch an Intereſt 
: at Court, and is fuch a Favourite there, that wot Ii 
F bone Cauſe he undertakes in this his Office, bathe 
E | 2 | — ©. > AY RES. 
obtains a favourable Verdict. And it was inthe © 


0... (A 
view of this, that the Apoſtle makes that general 
Challenge, Nom. 8. 34. Who is he that condemneth ? 
5t 3s Chriſt that died, yea, rather that is riſen again, 
who' is even at the right Hand of God; who alſo 
maketh Interceſſion for us. And this he does with 
Succeſs, for he interceeds in the Virtue of his own 
_ Blood, as having thereby given a full Satis faction 
do all che Claims of divine Joſtice, And thus our 
Lord Feſus diſcharges his Office as a Prieſt, to the 
_ utmoſt Comfort and Advantage of his Church, 
and every particular Member thereof. 
8.) Let us alſo conſider Chriſt in his kingly Of- 
Fee, and there is alſo Abundance of Comfort and 
Encouragement flows from this Office, of his be- 
ing a King, and eſpecially to ſuch as know what it 
is to be under the Slavery of the grand Tyrant the 
Devil, the Prince of the Power of the Air, and 
are now under the happy. Government of the 
Princeof Peace. They can look back on their former 
Slavery, when they were under that cruel Tyrant, 
and were ſo fally at his Command, that he ruled 
them ia all their Actions; they were ſubject to 
all his Laws and Statutes, enacted by the Parlia- 
ment of Hell, and proclaimed by his infernal Au- 
thority, to be obſerved duly by all his dutiful 
Subjects. O, what Slavery and Drudgery is it to 
be a Slave to Sin, ſerving divers Luſts and Plea- 
fiures, Tit. 3. 3. this is worſe than to be-a Slave 
in Turkey or any where elſe ; and yet | am per- 
ſuaded that the Devil has many ſuch willing Sub- 
jects, as that they beſtow more Pains, are at more 
Coſt, and run greater Hazards, even as to their 
Bodies, in their purſuit of their Luſts and Plea- 
Fares, and ſo to get to Hell, than many a good 
Man does to ſerve his God, and fo to get to 2285 
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But when a Chriſtian comes to conſider of his 
happy Deliverance from this cruel Tyrannyof the 
Devil, O how thankful is he to his great Deliverer, 
that has doae this kind Office for him. Now. you 
know that when one King by his Arms prevails 
againſt another, all the Captives that have been 
taken and put into Priſons are releaſed ; the pre- 
vailing Prince brings them back into his own: Ar- 
my, and they fight under his Banner, and glad 
they are of ſuch a Releaſement, that they may 
ſerve their own Prince whom they love, and who 
has laid em under many Obligations to love him, 

and ſerve him faithfully : ſo is it with this great 
and good King the Lord jeſus, he conquers: the 
old Serpent, the great Dragon, the Devil, and 
takes from him poor Captive- Sinners, and ſets 
them at Liberty; and this is ſaid to be his Office, 
to which he is anointed, J. 61. 1. The Spirit of 
the Lord God is upon me, &c. to proclaim Liberty to 
the Captives, and the opening of the Priſen to them 
that are bound. He comes with the Key in his 
Hand to open the Priſon Door wherein they were 
held Priſoners, (for he has the Keys of Hell and of 
Death) and he brings out the poor fetter'd Pri- 
ſoners, and knocks off their Chains, and pro» 
claims them at liberty from their former Bon- 
dage: this is one part of his Office as a King 
And then alſo, as a King, he gives them whol- 
ſom Laws, ſuch as make them happy in obſerving 
them, and no inconvenieace ariſes from them by 
length of Time. The Laws of Priaces ate not 
ſuch; what is neceſſary for one Term of Tears, 
often proves hurtful by Continuance, and they are 
often chang'd by reaſon of ſome unforeſeen In- 
conveniences that attend them; but the Laws - 
| : | | this 
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i this King ate perfect, Pſal. 19. 7. The Lam of the 


Lord is perfect, convertingthe Soul they need not to 
be mended and changed, as the Laws of Nations 
and Kiogdoms do, but they always keep their 
own natural PerfeQion, being made by him who is 
not liable to any overſight, but knew what the 
Circumſtances of his Subjects would be in all 
after» Ages, and gives them Statutes drawn up by 
infinite Wiſdom, which would never be found de- 
* or redundant in any part of their Com- 
po re. , 5 | * 
And then another Advantage that comes by 
Chriſt as a King to his Subjects, is the Mildneſs 
of his Rule and Government; he does not govern 
them with Rigour and Auſterity, but with Gen- 
thenels and eaſy Laws, for he is the Prince o 
| Peace, Iſa. g. 6. He is indeed a ſovereign Lor 
and governs according to his own Will; but yet 
be always conſults the Good and Happineſs of 
his Subjects. It is too often that where the King 
cf a Peaple has an arbitrary Government, and 
acts according to his own Pleaſure, he impoſes 
exorbitant Taxes on his Subjects, to ſupport the 
Dignity of the State; and ſo oppreſſes the poor 
People, to gratisfy bis own ambitious and luxuri- 


ons Humours : but this Prince of Peace takes no 


way to oppreſs bis Subjects, but always conſults 
their Benefit. And further, jeſus Chriſt as a 
King defends his Subjects from the Attempts of 
their Enemies: This is the Part or Property of a 
good King, to defend his Subjects in their Proper- 
ties from the Encroachment of ill Neighbours, 
andfo does Chriſt; he is to bis Subjects a Refuge, 
@ Place of Defence and Security; and ſo we find 
« ſpoken of him, I/. 32. 2. And a Man ſhall be 
rt - = a as 
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as an hiding Place from the Wind, and a Covert from 
the Tempeſt, as Rivers of Water in a dry Place, as 

the Shadow af a great Rack in a weary Land. Where, 

if we obſerve the foregoing Verſe, we ſind all 
this is ſpoken of Chriſt as a King; Behold a King 
ſhall reign in Righteouſneſs, &c. and in this Verie, 
and @ Man ſhall be, &c. which ſome of yogr. 

Bibles bave in their marginal Reading, that Man, 

the King mentioned before, here called thet 

Man; which muſt needs intend Chriſt jeſus God- 

Man Mediator ; and this Man is a Hiding-place 

fromthe Wind, anda Covert from the Tempeſt: 

ſo that let the Devil and his Confederates ftorm 
and rage never ſo much, let them blow and 

blaſter never ſo hard, this Man is a Hiding-place 
and a Covert to his Sabjects, from all the Rage 
and impetuous Violence of their Enemies, and 
that as be is a King, as ſaid in ver. 1. and then 
alſo as ſuch, he is as Rivers of Mater in à dry 
Place as a Brook which may be dried up in 

a droughty Summer, as we ſee they often are, 

and ſo when Water is moſt needed, it is not to 
be had there. And thus Job complaias of his 

Friends, Job 6. 15. My Brethren have dealt de- 

ceitfully with me as a Brook, and as the Stream af 

Brooks they paſs ama. As much as if he had ſaid, 
© you are even like a Brook to me; for as there is 

Water enough in the Brook in Winter, when 

it is not fo much needed, for then there is 

enough of it every where, but ia adry, Summer 
© when Water is ſcarce, then the Brook is dry; 
< juſt ſo are you to me, when-I was in my Proſpe- 

* rity, then you were my pleaſant Companions, 

© and you could ſhew me a Countenance good e- 

- nough, and gave me frequent Viſits; We 

| | that 


that the Hand of the Lord has gone out againſt 
me, and ſtrip'd me of my former Plenty, now 


. you are all on a ſudden grown ſhy, and ad mini- 


© ter no Comfort to me, to ſupport me in my 
© forrowful Circumſtances. But Jeſus Chriſt is 
not like a deceitful Brook, but he is a River, 4. 
Rivers of Water, and then alſo the Shadow of 4 
"great Rock in 4 weary Land, whither the weary 
Traveller may come and reſt him, and fir comfor- 
tably under the Shadow of this Rock when the 
Sun beats on him in a hot Summer's Day, and 
fo fecure himſelf there from the Violence of the 
' Seaſon, and alſo refreſh himſelf, and ſatisfy his 
Thirſt with that ſweer and clear Water that 
ſprings from the fide of this Rock. All this is 
Jeſas Chriſt for the Comfort and Security of his 
Subjects, which is to them great Encouragement. 
And if we look into Pſal.4%. we have there 
an excellent Part of God's Word to this Purpoſe ; 
almoſt the whole Pſalm comes in to ſetgoff the 
Security of the Church, as having Chriſt Jeſus 
her King to be her Refuge; and the Pſalmiſt de- 
ſcribes Mount Sion the City of the great King, to be 
beautiful for Situation. She ſtands upon an Emi- 
nence, a Rock unacceſſable to her Enemies, ſhe 
is fo ſituated on a pleaſant Hill as makes her a 
very beautiful Object, and the Foy of the whole 
Earth; as ſhe is called in the next Words; every 
one that obſerved her duly, muſt needs acknow- 
ledge that ſhe was beaatiful for her Situation, 
and beautiful for her Palaces, as being the Haib- 
tation of the great King, the Place where his 
Honour dwelleth, Pſal. 26. 8. and then alſo, that 
which made her ſo remarkable, was, | that ſhe 
was ſo well fecured from her Enemies * 
88 ? | - : Go 
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Sad and King, who was known to be her Re- 
ſhou'd attempt to diſturb her and do her a Miſ- 
chief, they preſently find themſelves diſappoint- 
ed, by her being ſo ſtrongly gvarded that they 
cannot come at ber: and ſo we have it in ver. 4, 
376. For lo, the Kings. were aſſembled, they paſſed 
by together, they ſam it, and ſo they maruelled, they 
were troubled aud haſted away: Fear took. hold upon 


fuge; that if at any time her ill Neighbours | 


them there, &c. Iis like they had entred into a : 9 


Confederacy againſt Sen, the City of the great 
King, and were reſolved - on her Ruin, either to 
take ber by Surprize, or by Storm, and ſcale her 


1 Walls, and utterly demoliſh her, or burn her 


with Fire, that ſhe ſhould no more be a Grief to 


them: but they little thought her to be ſo well 


provided for her Safety as ſne was, and to have | 
ſo many brave Towers upon her Walls, and Baul- ; 
warks raiſed for her Security (for every Attri« 


and an impreguable Bulwark for her Defence) 
now they did not conſider this, till they come to 
make the Attempt upon her, and then they found 
their Miſtake, and are forced to content them- 
ſelves only with ſeeing ber Ramparts, looking 
and gazing at them, and wondered to ſee hero 
fortified on every ſide, that there was no medligg 
againſt her; and therefore they give over the 
Enterprize as deſpairing of Succeſs, ſneak away. 
and paſs by together, as if they had intended 
no Harm, but only came as Strangers, out of 
Curioſity, to ſee the Rarities of the Place, and 
obſerve the Situation and Fortifications thereof. . 
But they marvelled, * troubled to ſee ny 
. „ -- 161: FLOW 


bate of her great King is an inviacible Towes MB 


I 
| "io ſecured on every Side, and therefore they 
thought it beſt to let her alone, and their own 
Guilt betrays them into Fear, and ſo they bated 
' © away, Fear took hold on them there, &c. They 
thought it was their beſt to be gone, to be- 
take themſelves to their Heels or their Horſes, 
and run, or ride away, as faſt as they could; leſt 
the Citizens of the great King now become fo 
formidable to them, ſhould perſne them and fall 
upon their Rear, and cut them off. All this and 
much more, ſeems to be compriſed in this ſhort 
There is alſo yet another thing that is well 
worth our Notice, in the Lord jeſus, who per- 
forms theſe great Offices for and in bebalf of the 
Church his Spouſe, and that is his gracious De- 
ſigu in managing all theſe his Undertakings; and 
that is her Comfort, Conduct, and compleat Sal- 
A vation; that ſhe may want nothing in either 
World, that he, who can do all, can do for her. 
Great Perſons that undertake coſtly and chargea- 
ble Matters, propoſe ſomewhat extraordinary 
to themſelves, to anſwer the Charge and Diffi- 
culty of the Enterprize they reſolve upon, , 
and that will bring in a valuable Benefit either 
to themſelves, or to ſome Friend or Relation 
whom they very well love; or elſe they would 
never trouble themſelves about any ſuch thing. 
Now what this kiad Husband of his Church the 
Lord Jeſus propoſes as his Deſign in executing 
* theſe great Offices that have been inſiſted on, is 
the good of her whom be has thus eſpouſed; 
there is indeed a Revenue of Glory accrues. to 
-himfelf ia his carrying on all theſe, the Glory 
of his Grace; and he well deſerves it: but this 
adds nothing to his eſſential Glory, for that is 
infßnite, 
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was that be might bring many Sons to Glory 3 for this 
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infinite, and is not capable of any Addition to 
it; and this Glory he had with the Father before the 
World was, John 17. 5. Bat it is for the Good, 
Happineſs, and compleat Salvation of the Church 
his Spouſe, that he under took what he did, it 


End he was born, for this End be lived, died, 
roſe again, aſcended, is now at God's Right 
Hand, and now alſo maketh Interceſſion for ny 
Rom. 8. 34. . 9TH ß 16 5495 4. 4148 es 

And thus I have gone thro the ſeveral Particu- 
lars which I mentioned, and propoſed to young 
Perfons more eſpecially to conſider of, to recom- 
mend Chriſt to their choice, as the beſt Match they 


can ever obtain. I have endeavour'd to recommend 


him as well as I could, inthe Excellency of his Per- 
ſon in ſome of his precious Titles, in the three 
great Offices he executes, and in his Deſigu of 
Grace therein'; in all theſe he is the matchleſs 
One, none like him. And. tho I know I come 
infinitely ſhort to ſpeak of him in all ' theſe, as 
he truly is, yet there is ſo-much {aid of him in all 
theſe ſeveral Particulars, as may well prefer him 
to their Choice above the moſt promiſing Perſon; 
they can have in view. I will again put the for- 
mer Query to you that are young, and ſaꝝ as be- 


fore, What think you now of Chriſt ? Such of you as 
have already enter'd into a conjugal State, let 


not that hinder you of entertaining Chriſt as your 
ſpiritual Husband; for this you may do, and 
ought to do. Let not the natural Relation o 


. 


have, tho with the beſt of Husbands, binder 


your Acceptance of Chriſt in this happy Rela- 
tion. I will in a few further Particulars addreſs 


my ſelf to young Men and Women, whether ina 
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ſingle or conj apal State oh Life, for dem d con 
oy and> conclude this great Sahl : 


. Conßder, if you miſs of Chriſt, von ate 
undone; there is no other Match for vou but 
what will ruin you, and bring you to Miſery, 
Vou have but two ia your ſpiritnal Match to chuſe, 
either Chriſt, or the Devil; not a Man, not a 
Woman, but one of theſe two muſt be his Part 
and Portion. Now, will you with Mary, chuſe 
the good Part? and _—_— Tay rather to 
fuer Aſftiction with the People of God, than to enjoy 
the es rok of Sin for a Seaſon ? Or willyou chuſe 
the Fleſh-pots of Egypt, to be a Slave to that cruel 
Tyrant the Devil, the King of the Bottomleſs 
Pit, to ſerve him in his Drudgery in his Kingdom 
of Harkneſs, which will bring you. into utter 
Darkneſs and endleſs Miſery? Now will you ſay 
of Chriſt, as Rebecca of Iſaac, that you will go 
with bim 1 would ſay to you, as once Foſhus 
Kid to Iſrael, Chuſe you this Day whom yen will 
ſerve, whom you will have for your Lord and 


Husband: And the Lord help you in een, 


Concern to make a happy Choice. : 
2. Conſider, that the Choice which you now 
make” is for ever, you muſt for ever dwell 
with him whom: you now betake your ſelves to 
for your Lord and Husband. If you now in 
this "Life will have Chrift and Holineſs, you 
ſhall for ever ſhare with him in thoſe. Rivers of 
Joy and Pleaſure that are at his right Hand 
for ever more; but if you reſolve on the Ways 
of Sin, and will now — the Devil, you muſt 


for ever abide with him in that dark Dungeon of 


* eferiial Torment, and endleſs Woe and 32 
ur- 


re 
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ſurrounded with rightful Sights and hideous 
Shrieks of condemned Spirits, with the:Gnawings 
of the never-dying Worm, in the midſt of a Pit 
of burning Brimſtone, kept in itz full Force by 
the Breatk of that Almighey God which at firſt 


kindled it; which; cho it be Per yet it affoxds 


no Eight, bat what ſer ves to ĩncreaſe the Miſerꝶ. 
3. Conſider, that this great and gobd Herſin 


wihoth would recommend to you, th Lord Jeſus, 
is very hearty in all his Addreſſes: he ders not 


come or ſend to compliment you, but is in 
earneſt. in all his Overtures of Love and Grace. 
1 dees not feign a conjugal Reſpect for gou, as 
pretendin vr 7h Lovers do, to pain Affection, 
pry ch ſham deſert the Perſon whom they 
courted out of —— and to gratify their 


own fooliſh Humour; but he is in very good ear- 


neſt, ſending his Embadſſiors, the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel; 1 riling'vp'eariy, as Jer. 25. 3, 4. and 
they are ſeat on this great Errand ta treat with 
you about this great Concern of your Souls, 40 


ſpeak in his behalf, to gain your love to him ant | 


Acceptance of bim in this "his: hearty Propoſal. 


And ſarely then you may conclude he is worth” 


your complyiag with, being ſo lovely in his Perfon, 
and every way ſo-accompliſhed to make von 


truly happy, and withal fo cordial 1 in all his A- 4 


dreſſes. | 
4. Conſider, that all n Pretändeus for 
your Love are falſe in what they propoſe : They 
tell 588 a fine ' flouriſhing Story of Riches, 
Pleaſure and Grandeor., K 


1 | The 


make you hap- 
py; but all that is boaſted of is but a Shadow, a 
Semblatice of: Good to gull and cheat you, 0 do 
wy the greateſt- Miſchief that can befal 70. 
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"The Devil; that old Serpent, told our great 
Srandmother Eue very fine, but falſe Stories: 
he pretended — of kindneſs to her, wiſh- 
cd ber very well, as he ſaid, and ſhewed her 3 ve- 
Ki ry fine delicate Fruit, which had an excellent Pro- 
perty in it, and on that account much to be de- 
Fred, it would open her Eyes, and increaſe her 
[Knowledge exceedingly; and for bis part, he had 
ſuch a Reſpect for Adam and her, that he pi- 
tied them to ſee them ſo ſhort in their Apprehen- 
[2 :fions 3 and therefore he, out of his profound Reſ- 
[40 for them, weld. tell her of a Secret that 
would preſently make em wonderful Wiſe, and 
they ſhou'd be as Gods knowing good and evil : 
All 1 this he told her, a brave painted Story, but 
his Deſign was their and our utter Overthrow, 
and the Devil plays the ſame deceitful Game to 
this Day : and as the Fiſherman baits 15 deadly 
Hook with a ſuitable Bait, ſuch” asghe nOws is 
likely to ſpeed, which the oer Th Fiſh Eatches 
at, but her fly Enemy — ne leſs than to 
make ber his Prey; even ſo does the Devil, he 
udies the Inclination of the Man whom he would 
catch and deſtroy, he conſults what it is he is moſt 
paſſionately fond of, and accordingly tempts the 
Soul with that, as being molt likely to anſwer his 
End, which is 3 deſtructive; for he walks 
about as 4 ms nw ſeeking whom be ay devour, 
| 1 Pet. J- <x#} 'F 4 
And now | ſhall leave: hs has yi * on 
2 this endearing Relation that Chriſt Jeſus takes his 
Church into with himſelf, to engage the Hearts 
of ſuch as never yet entertain'd him, to let no 


further Time ſlip, but to cloſe with the happy 
| 1 he fo r onus; and alſo to pro- 
3 mote 


51) 
mote the Love of thoſe who have a by the 
powerful Grace of God helped to receive him, 
yet to love him more. And O, that while I am 
thinking of: theſe Things, 1 cou'd get my own 
Heart enlarged i in this pleaſant Grace of Love to 
the precious and lovely Jeſus.! But I, maſt leave 
L this great Work to be done upon your Souls and 
| mine, by the good Spirit of Grace, who works 
ellectualiy i in all his Operations from firſt to laſt, 
in and upon the Soul. And thus I conclude upon 
this happy Relation of Chriſt being a Husband to 
his Church, and to every particular Member 
thereof, heartily praying that the Reader hereof, 
"whoever be be, may have the Comfort and Pri- 


vilege of this happy Relation with Chriſt ak in 
bis own Soul, Amen. 


* 


Have alreads attended two of theſe great and 
4 near Relations which the Lord Toll takes his 
Church and every Member thereof into with - 
bimſelf, namely, of being to them a Father, and 
they his Children; ; and of being to them à Hus- 
4 betrothing them to himſelf. as his elo ved 
1 And — theſe, there is abundance of 
hearty Love expreſſed on his part, and abundance 
of Encouragement, and Obligation to promote 
the Confidence, and Dependance on him as ſuch, 
and ſo nearly related, for her Comfort and Security 
4a all her .needfal Caſes, on the. Church's part, 
and every of her particular Members. That which 
I. would now. conſider of, is another and farther - 
Relation that Chriſt is pleaſed to ta ke bis people 
into, and thatis, to be to them in the Relation of 
4 Another: he is Je large in his Love, and would 


L 4 _ © have 
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have *etii To fully convinced of his hearty Concern 
for them, that he is not content to take them into 
one ſpecial and near Relation with bimſelf, that 
'migbr” be enough to ſatisfy them of the Reality 
"and Fervour of it; but he takes them into many 
ſweet Relations, that he'may give. them all the 
Aſſurance their Hearts can defire, 'that he will be 
faithful unto them, and have them continually 
upon his Heart: and therefore, as an additional 
Security, over and beſides what we have before 
Teen and conſidered, of the freeneſs, folneſs and 
Frmneſs of his Affection and endeared Love, in 
the forementioned Relations of a Father and a 
Husband to them; he will ajfo let them know to 
| — further Comfort, that be and they are Bre- 
T —_ 
The Text that I ſhall lay as a Foundation for 
my Diſcourſe on the Subject of this Relation, 
hat we have, John 20. part of the 17th Verſe, 
j Bu go to my Brethren, and 75 unto them, I aſcend to 
| TY Father and your Father, to my God and your God. 
This was ſpoken to Mary Magdalen, as we 
| "may ſe by conſulting the foregoing part of this 


_ Chapter ver. 1. where we find ſhe comes early in 


*the Morning while ir was yet dark to the Sepulchre: 
and we may hence learn, that Love is 4 bold Grace. 
It is a good Antidote againſt flaviſh Fear, ſhe 

Iqpved her Lord, and 5 Love filted her with 
Courage; or elſe, ſhe being a Woman might 


* —— been timorous of going to ſuch a Place, ſo 


55 to human Frailty'as à Sepulchre is, 
40 o ſo ſopn in the Morning, while it was 
dark; er own Fear might probably ſuggeſt to 


her, 0 ſhe mi bt ſay in her ſelf, why ſo haſty? 
ba not better 


ſtay til it be light all over, 15 


. „ 


WE Ch _ 
I may ſee about me? But her Love filetces all the 
© Objeftions of her Fear, and ſo ſhe. comes when 
it was yet dark to the Place where ſhe thopgh! 
to ſte him; and what occur'd firſt to her Obſer- 
vation was, that the Stone was taken away from 
the Sepulchre, and then ſhe runs to Simon Peter, 
and to the other Diſciple whom Jeſus loved, 
the beloved Joh» who writ this Goſpel, and 
tells them that ſome or other haue taten away 
the Lord out of the Sepnulchre, and we know not 
where they have laid him. She concluded ſome, 
but ſhe knew not who, had conveyed her beloved 
Lord, and laid him where ſhe could not find 
him: ſhe had forgotten, or elſe her Faith ran 
ſo low, that ſhe could not believe what he had 
formerly taught his Diſciples of his Reſurrection 
on the third Day; but however, ſhe would run 
and tell Peter and the other Diſciple as faſt as 
ſhe cou d, tho an imperfect awe and fo foon as 
they had but this Hint from her of the good ; 
News, they both betook them to running. to ü 
have a more perfect Knowledge of what ſhe had ; 
told them; and the other Diſciple did outrun fe-. 
ter, and came firſt to the Sepulchre. Which may | 
give us this further Character of the Property of 
this Grace of Love, that it is an attive and lively 
Grace, as well as à bold Grace; it makes the be 
Haſte to enquire after, and ſeek Jeſus: it was 
bold in Mary, and ſwift and-ſpeedy in Jobn the Be- 
loved, who writ ſo much of Love in tus Epiſtles. 
He could not frame to write a Letter, but ir 
ſparkled with Love, as ftreaming from aPrinciple 
of Love in kis own Soul; be came firſt to the 
Sepulchre: O what running was here! AMfaryrun- 8 
ning to tell Peter and John, and they both running. | 
: ; : 5 to f 
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to fee Jeſus; O that our Love after the precious 
Jeſus were thus ſtrong, to put us upon ſo paſ- 
fonate an Eaquiry after him, to ſeek him and 
Fee him! But before I go any farther in the Con- 
text, I deſire my Reader to give me leave 
ta ſtep into another Evangeliſt, and ſee what Ac- 
Count he gives us of this Matter; what I intend 
is the Relation of Mart, chap. 16. where he 
tells us, that Mary Magdalen, and Mary the Mo- 
ther of James and Salome had bought ſweet Spices, 

that they might come and anoint Jeſus. It ſeems they 
did not ſpare for Coſt, tho he was now gone 
from them as to his bodily Preſence, . as they 
concluded, yet they had a Reſerve of Kindneſs 
and Love for him, which put them upon this 
Method to expreſs it: and when they come to the 
Sepulehre, they ſaw a young Man, ſitting on the 
rige Side, clothed in a long white Garment, and 
they were afſrighted, ver. 5. Fear ſurprized them 
at this unexpected Appearance of the Angel in 
this Poſtare and Clothing; but he, to comfort 
i ſupport them under their timorous Appre- 
[1>heaſons, bids them not to be affrighted ; for ſays he, 
pe ſeek Feſus of Nazareth which was crucified, he is 
riſen, he 1s not | here, be bold the Place where F they 
id him, ver. 6. This he tells them as a precious 
_ +. Remedy againſt all their Fears, that he was riſen, 
and that he was gone before them into Galilee, there 
they ſheuld ſee him, ver. 7. And of this they were 
eſpecially to tell Peter, who of all others had need 
to be comforted under the Preſſures of his own 
Mind, for his late Denial of bis Lord, after ſuch 
fair waraing given him; which could not but be 
till freſh and fretting in his Conſcience; and there- 
fore he was ſingled ont by Name, that he might 
18. 8 FR more 
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more readily take in = 28 ok This good 
News, that the crucified Jeſus was riſen- And 
this Paſſage of the Angel to theſe good Women, 
has abundance of Comfort in it àgainſt af the 
Per plexing Fears and anxious Thoughts that may 
attend any of God's poor diſcouraged Children; 
it is as much as if he had told them, and ſaid, 
He that died for you as your Repreſentative, | 
£ to ſatisfy the Juſtice of a holy God, he has paid 
© all your Debt to the utmoſt Farthing; and.in 
© token thereof is riſen, as being diſcharged out 
of the Priſon of the Grave, which could no 
1 
— 
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+ longer hold him; and therefore for your full 
Satisfaction in this Caſe, that he is riſen, go 
U Your way into Galilee, and there you ſhall ſee 
vour riſen Jeſus to the Joy of your Hearts,” 
This is the ſame Doctrine which we find the | 
Apoſtle Paul preaching, Rom. 8, 34. Who is be 
that condemneth ?. It is Chriſt that died; yea, rather 
that is riſen again, &c. Where he makes. a bold 
and general Challenge, Who is it that can, that 
will, or ſhall-condemn 2. . Which Query bes tbe 
| force of a ſtrong Negation in it, and is as much 
as if he ſhould ſay, None can, none will, or ſhall 
joſtly condemn them, whom God juſtifies, and 
for whom Chriſt has died, and as their Repre- | 
ſentative is riſen again: ſo that he puts a gather : 
upon his Reſurrection, in as much as it isthe _ 
Evidence for bis full Payment and Diſcharge of 
tbe Debt; and they whom be undertook for, are 
diſcharged i in him, in that be is riſen, and thereby 
received an Acquittance in full of al Debts and 
Demands, not limited to ſuch. a certain B 
but for ever. Heb. g. 12. Neither by the B of 
| 12815 and LO but by. bis. omn Blood, be entre 


once 
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| ance into the holy Place, having obrainol eternal Re- 


demption for un. And if we obſerve further in this 


of the Evangeliſt Mark, we find that the Angel 


encoarages theſe good Women in their Enquiry, 


Te ſeek Jeſus of Nazareth which was crucified, he is 


riſen. Whence w 
Truths Wa 
. That a crucified and riſen jeſus, is the Ob- 


e may obſerve theſe two uſeful 


je& of a Believer's Enquiry : Faith has reſpect 
to him as crucified and riſen, for as fuch he is the 
proper Object thereof. - 
2. That the Chriftian who is diligent in his 
ſeeking after a crucified and riſen Jeſas, meets 
with ſuitable Encouragement from God in this 
his Enquiry. God fends his Angel on this Er- 
rand to theſe poor Women, who ont of Love 
came to feek Jeſus, to encourage them in this 


their Eaterprize; to tell them, not to be 'af- 


much as their ſeeking and fearching after a cruci- 


Red Jefus gave a full Evidence of their teal Love 
for him. And the Evangeliſt Matthem on the 
Tame "Occaſion expreſſes the Matter yet more 
fully; Mar. 28. 5. Fear not ye, for I know thut ye 
ſeek Feſus which was crucified, &c. Where the 
Angel expreſſes himſelf in ſuch Terms, as fignify 
his full Satisfaction in what he ſays concerning 


them, I know that ye ſerl Frſus : it is as if he had 


ſaid, Lobferve the Eat neſtneſs and Diligence that 


_ attends you in this Matter, and am thereby fully 


convinced that yon come for this very Purpoſe to 
ſeek jeſus; I know, &c. and thus they are comfor- 
tably encouraged to proceed in the good Worx 
they arc engaged in, and pat into 4 way to fhd | 


bim ; Bebold, be goeth before you into Galilee, there 


-& foal 
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turn to what the Evangeliſt John ſays in the Con- 
text, concerning the Diſciple whom jeſus loved, 
which was indeed himſelf; he gives us this further 
Account, that when be comes to the Sepulchre, 
Cloths lying, yet went he not in. But when Perer 
comes up, he boldly. goes into the Sepulchre, 
and obſerves in what order every thing was laid; 
ſo that it ſeems, that tho John had more Love,” 
yet Peter had ſtronger Faith, which furniſh'd him 
with that Courage to eater the Sepulchre: and 
then they, both concluded that the cracified aud 
buried jeſus was riſen, ver. 8. for as yet they 
were not well confirmed 1a the Faith of the Doc 
trine of Chriſt's Reſerrection; tho he bad told 
them that he ſhould he Killed, aud raiſed Aain the 
third Day, Mat. 16. 21. Now when Peter and 
John were gone home, as being well- fatisfied of 
the Truth of Chriſt's Reſurrection, poor ſorrow- 
ful Mary ſhe ſta ys ſtill weeping at che Sepulchre/ 
ſhe had a good mind to know the utmoſt of the 
Matter, and not to ſtir further till ſne had ac- ; 
quired a full Satisfaction in what ſhe waited forḿꝗ 
and ſhe ſees two Angels wWwho query of her, why: | 
ſhe wept? to whom ſhe replies, that it was 1 
becan ſe they, but ſhe could not tell who, bad taten 
away her Lord, and ſhe knew: not mbere: they bad laith * 
him ʒ and -when ſhe had fo ſaid, ſhe turned her ſelf 
back, and ſaw Jeſus ſtanding, and knew not that it 
was Feſus, ver. 13,14. Thus it is many times 
witha Chriſtian, ſorrowful under a dark and gloo- 
my Diſpenſation; he may conclude againſt himſelf, 
_ that he has not an Intereſt in Chriſt, when he 
really has; but he knows it not, and on that ac- 


count 


Z 
count is fall of Fear and Diſquiet. And thus 
the Diſciples were afraid of Chriſt when he went 
unto them, walking on the Sea; uy miſtook 
him, and ſaid one to another, it 5s 4 Spirit, and 
_ they cried out for Fear, Mat. 14. 26. Ibey were 
in Diſtreſs by a violent Tempeſt, and Chriſt goes 
with-'a"Deſign to comfort them and” allay the 
Storm,” and preſently they conclude it was a Spi- 
rit; and this miſtake of theirs filled them with 
Fear. Butafterwards they find to their Comfort, 
that it was their dear Lord, who came as their 
beſt Friend to relieve them in this their Diſtrefs. 
Thus this good Woman in her ſorrowful Enquiry 
after her Beloved Lord, - miſtook him when 
ſhe ſaw him, and thought him to be the Gardiner; 
till he in order to his Diſcovery of himſelf to 
her, calls her by Name, Mary; and then ſhe pre- 
ſently applies her ſelf to that ſweet Voice which 
fhe heard, and thought in her ſelf that ſurely 
it was he, and fo ſhe in anſwer to his call, ſaith' 
unto him, Rabboni, which is to ſay, Maſter. Chriſt 
knew: the earneſtneſs of her Heart, and the Sor- 
row that oppreſſed her for want of obtaining 
what ſhe fonght for; and therefore he would not 
ſuffer her to langaiſh, but comes in ſeaſonably 
with Relief, and makes a full Diſcovery of him- 
ſelf to her: and thus come in the Words of this 
9th ver. wherein Chriſt gives ber a Prohibition, 
touch me not; with the Reaſon he aſſigns, for 7 
am not yet aſcended to thy Father : but go to my Bre- 
rhren, &c. There are divers Opinions among 
latet pceters about this Prohibition of Chriſt to 
"Magdalen ; but not being material to my 
pony Tan not e _— ke þ them. 
ren © 316677 377 358 13 571 
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Ia the Words 1 have pitch'd upon to found 
the Diſcourſe I intend to purſue from them, are 
i. The kiad Meſſage of Chriſt to bis Diſciples, 
ſeat to them by Mary Magdalen : She ſhouldi 
have the Honour of carrying this joyful News to 
them that he was alive, and that ſne had ſeen him; 
and withal, he gives them this loving Appella- 
tion of Brethren, Go tell my Brethren. 2. Here is 
the Meſſage it ſelf, 7 aſcend; I, whom they Jaw: - 
crucified and buried, am riſen, and about to do a 
further Office of Love for them, to aſcend into 
Heaven, on their account, to appear in the Court 
above as their Advocate. And here is, 3. the 
_ Encouragement that he further gives them, the 
Conſideration of his and their joint Intereſt in 
the Father, with whom he was to tranſact Mat- 
ters further in their behalf, as he had before told g 
'em, in praying to the Father for them, and ſend- 
ing the Comforter to them, and governing and 
guiding all their Affairs for them; foraſmuch as 
all Power was given to him in Heaven and Earth, 
they might therefore, on all theſe accounts, have 
a great Confidence that things ſhould go well for 
them in all their great Concerns : and he fortifies/ 
their Faith by this ſpecial and remarkable Conſi- 
deration, that he was now to aſcend, as he ſays, 
to my Father and your Father, and to my God au 
your God. He would have em to know that his 
Errand to Heaven was to tranſact Matters for 
them further than he bad done, and all in their 
Favour: He was going to his Father, and their 
Father; and to his God, and their Gad. He hae 
finiſhed the great Work he had to do for them 
on Earth, and he knew they had a further occa- 
lion for him; and therefore he would, like a di- 
AF | ligent 


g 


| ( #860 ) „ 
ligent and faithful Sollicitor, attend the Cauſe of 
his Clients, appear perſonally in the great City, 
at the Bar of the Court above; and there wait 
to do them Service during the whole long Term, 
which admits of no Vacation And all this was 
to give em as much Joy hereby, as they were a- 
ble to take in; chat bis Foy might remain in them, 
und that their Joy might be full, as he ſays, John 
IF. 11. £4 4 
There is a Flood of reviving Conſolation flows 
from this joyful Meſſage to the Diſciples; every 
Word ia it affords matter of Comfort to them in 
their then: Circumftances: I may. therefore, on 
this account, fitly. reſemble the Words of this 
gladſome News to a ſpringy Rock; which, when 
we go along by the ſide of it, we ſee many clear 
Streams of ſweet and refreſhing Water iſſue from 
it; here a fine chryſtal Rivulet; and go a little 
further, and there's another; and ſo; as we go 
all along, another and another, which run all 
from the ſide of it, and at length they meet to- 
gether, and then they become a River. And ſo 
the further we conſider and dig into this Mine of 
divine Grace, it grows {till more and more; and 
increaſes upon our. ſhallow Conceptions, and 
zs like the holy Waters iſſuing out from un- 
der the Threſhold of the Sanctuary, Ezek. 47. 
1-6. which when at firſt meaſured, they were 
but to the Ankles, and then they riſe up to the 
Knees ; and ſtill as he goes further, they riſc 
Higher, and were to the Loins: And they ſtill 
riſe up ſo high, and were ſo deep, that they could 
not be paſſed over; all to ſhew us the unſearcha- 


ble Rickes of divine Grace, the more we ſeek 


and ſearch iato it, the more we find it RE 
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reach, and our ſelves at a loſs todeſcribeit ; Nn 
Is ſach an Ocean of Divine Love and Grate fl. w 
from the ſide of this Rock, the Hill in which 
Mount Sion ſtands, Chriſt Jeſus, that exceeds the 
Corception of frail Mortals; Men and Angels 
may wonder at aud adore it, but cannot com- 
prehend it; for as the Apoſtle ſays of ir, It paſs 
ſeth Knowledge. Such are the Words of the Text 
under our preſeat Conſideration ; there is not a 
Word in them, but it affords a Stream of Con- 
ſolation to a gracious Soul that can ſee his Title 
to, and Intereſt in Chriſt Jeſus, as he here re- 

reſents himſelf : And it was with this view that 

e ſends this gladſome Meſſage to his Nane 
Diſciples. 
That which 1 purpoſe in a ſpecial manner to 
take notice of in the Words, is the Relation 
which Chriſt expreſſes himſelf to ſtand in, to and 
with his Diſciples, as moſt ſairable to my preſent 
Deſign, which is to ſhew in what Relation be 
owas them to ſtand in with himſelf, But go t 
Brethren, Which Words afford us "this conſola 
cory e = 
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bet 77 Chriſt Pands i in the Relation N 4 Bros 
ther Fo every Believer. 


4 

Every Member of his Charch ſtands t to bim i in 
this near Relation; for the Meſſage that is ſent to 
his Diſciples, is not limited to them, but reaches 
to all and every individual Believer 3 3 N are 
done Sund all _ W *. | 
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In proſecution of the Propoſition laid down, 
I ſhall (as God ſhall help me) do theſe Things 
following. Hp | fas 


I. Shew in what reſpects Jeſus Chr iſt is a Brother 
to all and every one of his People. 
II. How or wherein he excels all other Brothers. 
III. Whence it is that Jeſus Chriſt is pleaſed to 
take his Church, and every particular Member 
thereof, into this and the other Relations be- 
fore inſiſted on. For as I have already ſaid, 
the Reaſons are the ſame: And as I promiſed 
to attend them in a proper Place; ſo now, in 
compliance therewith, I ſhall offer thereat in 
_ ſome Particulars under this General. 
IV. Somewhat by way of Inference in the Appli- 
Cation. SE 7 $6 5 


IJ. To ſhew wherein, or in what reſpects, Jeſus 
Chriſt is a Brother to his Church and People. 
And in handling of this, I ſhall only take notice 
of what is commendable and praiſe-worthy a- 
mong Brothers in a natural Relation, of what is 
amiable, and ought to be among them; and not 
of what they too often are one to another in their 
Qualities and Behaviour. For it is in the Excel- 

lency of what is in that Relation, and only in that 
wherein Chriſt jeſus bears any Reſemblance to the 
ſame ; he is as a Brother in the beſt of Qualities 
and firmeſt Love to his People, and in theſe none 
to be compared with, as will after appear. 
(..) Jeſus Chriſt is to his People a Brother in 
reſpect of his Love and Affection that he has for 


them. This is what good Brothers do, ſuch as 


have a Senſe of the Duty of their Relation, yes 
| r 
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love one another; and this is a pleaſant thing, as 
well as a good thing, as recorded P/al. 133.1; and 
the Pſalmiſt uſhers this Character of them, with 
a Note of Attention, Behold how good and pleaſant 


it is, &c. And the Apoſtle Peter urges this upon 


the Saints as their ſpecial Duty, that they ſhould 
love as Brethren. And he mult be a ſelfiſh Per- 
ſon, that has no Concern for his Brother, but is 
_ altogether himſelf without any regard to him. 
Now Jeſas Chriſt is to his Church a Brother in 
this Reſpect, he loves her with the firmeſt Love; 
and has given her undeniable Pledges thereof. 
(2. ) Brothers have very often a Reſemblance of 
one another, and are often ſo like one another, 
that they are hereby known and diſtinguiſhed to 
beſo: It is not always thus, but often it is ſo, 
in one Reſpect or other, they have it thus with 
. them. Thus, Jeſus Chriſt brings his Church and 
People into ſome Likeneſs to himſelf : They were 
all very unlike him when at firſt he dealt with 
them, and brought them into this Relation; but 
he reſolved upon it when he took them into it, 
that he wonld give them a Bluſh of his Likeneſs, 
that they might be thereby known to be of his 
Kindred. | 
3. It is the property of good Brethren to de- 
fend one another from the Inſults of Strangers 
and Enemies: They reckon it as a Duty incum- 
bent upon them in that Relation, to defend one 
another from Injuries and Wrongs, and on this 
Account they will run Hazards one for another: 
Thus did Abraham for his. Brother Lot, as he calls 
him, and whom the Spirit of God calls ſo (tho 
he was bat his Brothers Son.) When Lot was taken 
Prifoner, and his Family and Goods were all ar- 
+> PW M 2 — 
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tled off by Chedorlaomer and the Kings of his Par- 
ty, this was told to Abraham, and he out of a 
brotherly Reſpe& for his Brother Lor, arms his 
trained Servants and Family, to the Number of 
three hundred and eighteen, and, like a brave 
Commander, purſues the four Kings that had 
taken Lor, &c. and ſarprizes them by Night, and 
brings back his Brother, the Women, and the 
People, and Goods, and fo gains a compleat De- 
liverance for them. This was like a loving Bro- 
ther ; and thus does the Lord Jeſys : He defends 
from all Injuries every one of his People, and he 
it is that reſcues them out of the Hand of all their 
Enemies, | 455 
(4.) It is the property of good Brethren to pi- 
ty and ſupport one another, when under any dif- 
ficult Circumſtances. If one Brother be indigent 
and needy, and have not wherewith to ſupport 
himſelf with meer Neceſſaries ; if another Bro- 
ther have a Capacity to releave and aſſiſt his poor 
Brother, if he be ſenſible of his Duty, and com- 
Plies with it, he will not ſuffer his poor Brother, 
who is Bone of his Boae, and Fleſh of his Fleſh, 
to periſh for want of Neceſſaries, but will timely 
ſupport bim. And thus does Jeſus Chriſt ; he, as 
a Kind-hearted Brother, confiders the Wants of 
his poor indigent Brethren; and he has enough 
by him to ſupply and ſupport them all, and there- 
fore is frequently ſending them a Diſh of rare re- 
freſhing Vid uals from his own Table, and comfort- 
ing them with his Agua vitæ, the Water of Life, 
which flows from the living Rock, and is better 
than the beſt Wine in the whole World, inaſmuch 
22 it has far more reviyiog and refreſhing Quali- 
ties in It. a * | 
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(.) Kind Brothers will paſs by the Failings of- 
and put up Injuries from one another: They will 
not expoſe their Infirmities, but will rather 
throw a Mantle of Love over them; nor will 
they exact from them a Reparation for Injuries 
done them, but are very prone to paſs them by. 
Thus did good Foſeph, who, you know, had been 
dealt very roughly with by his Brethren : they 
had throwa him into a Pit, had ſome thoughts of 
killing him ; but at laſt came to this Reſolution, 
to ſell him to the Midianites, and they again fell 
him for a Slave in Egypt. It ſeems they cared not 
what became of him, ſo that they were but quit 


of him, for they bore him ill Will becauſe of his 


prophetick Dreams. Now after this Foſeph comes 
to great Advancement in Pharaoh's Court, is be- 
come the Governor of all Egypt; and when the 
Famine ſtraitned his antient Father and his Fami- 
ly, he ſends his Sons to Egypt for Corn; and this 
brings them to their Brother Foſeph, and he has 
them ia his Courteſy, by ſeveral O:cafions which 
offered, to requite them for their former hard U- 
ſage of him; but inſtead thereof, he furniſnes 
them with Corn, and ſupplies them plentifully, 
and at length with earning Bowels diſcovers him- 
ſelf to them, and tells them, it was not they, but 
the Lord, that ſent him thither, and for ſuch good 
Parpoſes. And thus he takes off all the Accuſa- 
tions they had againſt themſelves, and heartily - 
paſſes by all the Iajury. Thus, and much more, 
does the Lord Jeſus, he does not charge the Af- 
fronts that his People give him, upon them, but 
he readily and chearfully paſſes by all Injuries, and 
receives them graciouſly and compaſſionately in- 
to his Favour after many grieyous Proyocations. 
N he. __ 
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II. I come next to ſhew in what Reſpects Jeſus 
Chriſt excels all other Brothers ese. 
. 2 He excels all other Brethren, in that he 
was ſo long in Being before them. It can be but a 
few Years that natural Brethren can have a Being 
one before another; if it be twenty Vears, or 
perchance a little more; yet this is but a ſhort 
while, but Chriſt was in Being from Eternity, as 
be ſays, Prov. 8. Then was I by him as one brought 
up with him. He was of the Privy Council when 
the glorious Projet of redeeming Grace was re- 
 Jolved on by the three glorious Perſons of the 
. ever Bleſſed Trinity; he was there, and had his 
Place at the Council-Table, when this Deſign - 
Was laid. And ſuch is the Glory of Grace here- 
In contained, that he fo ſoon as it came to the 
Knowledge of the holy Angels, (which was in 
the very. Infancy of the new framed World) 
that it filled them with Acclamations of joyful 
Hoſannaks to their Lord and King. This ſur- 

Prizing News of the Redemption and Recovery of 
loſt Sinners by the glorious Son of God, ran like 
Lightning thro all the Heavenly Court, and all 
the Ranks of Bleſſed Angels took their Trumpets, 
and ſounded ſuch a loud Song of Praiſe to God 
and the Lamb, as ſtruck the Rebel Rout of down- 
thrown Spirits, with Horror and Amazement, 
when they beard the Shouts of Joy in the Court 
above; as concluding it was ſomewhat of an 
extraordinary. Nature, that would be to the Ho- 
nour of the eternal King, whom they hated ; 
and migbt prove to the Recovery of the human 
Race, whom their Chieftain had ſeduced; and ſo 
might break the Neck of that malicious Attempt 
12 „ W 2 * in 
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in his drawing our firſt Parents from their Ale- 
giance to their rightful Sovereign: That was the 
Occaſion of all this exalting Joy among the Cour 
tiers of the great King; and theſe frightfol Ap- 
prehenſions ſo terrified the infernal King and his 
 Adherents, that it put them into a deep Con- 
jecture what all this mould mean, and made them 
ſtare one upon another, as dreading the Event: 
and to call a Counſel, to know what freſh Me- 
thods they ſnould now take on this extraordinary 
Occaſion, to carry on the War againft the Holy 
God, which they had already in a fall Court 
unanimouſly. refolved on. When theſe” great 
Tranſactions, which thus rejoiced the good, and 
terrified the evil Angels, were founded, this 
bleſſed and glorious Perſon was there; and fo was 
long in Being afore any of his Brethren, whom 
he had in view to ſucceed him: and therefore it 
muſt needs be that he excels all other Brethren it 
this Reſpect, for they are but of yeſterday, but 
| he from Eternity, . . 
( 2.) He excels all other Brethren, in that he is 
the Author and Cauſe of their Production, and <} 
alſo maintains them all at his own proper Charge 
ever after they are born. There is no ſuch Bro- 
' therhood among Men, for it would be illegal and 
monſtruous, for one Brother to beget another; 
but Chriſt begets every poor Brother of his 
by the Word of his Grace, and by the Efficacy 
of his good Spirit, and then alſo, he maintains 
them ever after; he finds them with all Neceſſa- 
ries of every kind for this Life, for in him they 
live, move, and have their Being, Acts 17. 28. 
and alſo procures for them an everlaſting Life in 
Glory. Theſe things no natural Brother can do, 
3 | 
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for the moſt beloved of him in that Rela tion; 
and therefore in this Reſpect Chriſt excels all 
others. 1 : | 
(.) He excels all other Brethren, in that he 
acts in behalf of his Brethren after Death; no 
Brother can act for his Relation after he is dead: 
whatever Courteſy he may do as a Brother, while 
he lives, he can ſhew no Favour, for any of his 
Brethren when he is dead and buried. But Chriſt 
does abundance of Kindneſs for his Brethren 
after his Death; and this is that wherewith he 
- comforts his Diſciples, by the glad Meſſage he 
ſent to them by Mary Magdeen, in the Words of 
the Text, Go tell my Brethren that I aſcend to my 
Father and your Father, and to my God and your 


God. And in that he aſcended, it was not to be 


idle in Heaven, and unconcern'd for them, for 
he bad told them aforeband, that he would pray 
the Father for chem; and of his Fidelity herein 
they had no Cauſe to doubt: and this is what he 
told his Beloved John, that he is now alive, and 
lives for ever, Rev. 1. 18. And the Apoſt le tells 
us what he is doing as the Buſineſs of his Life, 
Heb. 7. 25. He ever liveth to make Interceſſion far 
them. This is the Buſineſs and Employmeut of 
his Life, and he follows it cloſely and effectually, 
and never loſes a Cauſe for want of good Ma- 
nagement. 
(.) He excels all natural Brethren in that he 
has ſuch a numberleſs Number in this Relation 
to him, All the Saints that ever were, now are, 
or ever ſhall be, ſtand in this Relation to him; 
he-is elder Brother to them all, and they may 
have Recourſe to him as ſuch, on all their Oc- 
r . 
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(5-) He excels all other Brethren; in that he 
makes every one of his Brethren like him; ſome- 
what of it, a little Bluſhof him, they have here ; 
but afterwards, when they get home to their Fa- 
ther's Houſe, they ſhall then be fully andcompleat- 
ly like him, 1 Fohn 3. 2. | Beloved, now are we the 
Sons of God, there is a little, and but a little of 
his likeneſs now upon us; but then, when be ap 
pears, we ſhall be like him, for we (hall ſee him as he 
is, in full and compleat Conformity to him, ſhall 
ſparkle with the Beauty of Holineſs upon us. 
This ſhall be the happy Condition of every poor 
Believer, tho now walking and wandring, in filthy 
Garment, he ſhall then have Change of Raiment, 

Zech. 3. 3, 4. Where under the 1 ype of Foſhua, 
is ſhewed the happy State of the Church. Yea, 


even the new vile Bodies of all Believers ſhall be 
faſhioned like unto Chriſt's glorious Body, Phil. 3. 21. 


So that he excels all natural Brethren in this Re- 
ſpect, they cannot do any thing at this to make 
their Brethren have any more Reſemblance of 

themſelves, than the wiſe Creator has given them. 
And thus I have gone thro the ſecond General, 


viz. to ſhew that Jeſus Chriſt excels all other 
Brethren, . 8 


That which comes next 1n order, is, to ſhew 
whence it is, that Jeſus Chriſt takes Believers 
into this Relation of his Brethren, and indeed 
as already ſaid, there is the ſame Reaſon why 
he takes them into the forenamed Relations, of 
being to them a Father and a Husband, as of 
being a Brother to them ; all the Reaſon of this, 
flows from that Spring of Love that is in his 
Heart towards them. What I ſhall offer _ | 
3 this 


_ {E799 By 
-this-thrid Head, ſhall be in the e fol. 
_Jowing- $4 wy bz ww, 
een t. Jeſus Chriſt takes halt People i into theſe 
near Relations, becauſe of the — Love 
that is in his Heart towards them. He ſtands 
an many Relations more than what I have inſiſted 
deny 4 all-becauſe of his Love, which is ſach, 
and ſo great, as one Relation is not enoagh to 
it; and therefore he ſtands in many, that 
His poor Charch and her Members, may gather 
Love out of them all, that they may ſee what 
ſpecial Comfort ſuch a Relation has in it, and 
then what Comfort ſuch another, and ſo on: and 
when they ſee ſuch Letters of Love are in oy 
one. of theſe as Letters in the Alphabet, the 
mould pat them together, and ſpell, and read 
the . Epiſtle of Grace that they make nt 
writ by his own Hand and with his own Blood : 
and this may ſerve for a ſ{afficieat Reaſon of the 
Relations that Chriſt takes Believers into with 
himſelf: it is becauſe of that unſearchable Love 
That is in his Heart towards them. | 
-Reafe 2. Becauſe he knows they have need of 
nim i in all theſe Relations, they need him to do 
all theſe kind Offices that are in any of theſe Re- 
Htions; and his Pity towards them will not 
ufer him to ſee them want him in any of theſe 
Relations; but he will tally anſwer the Office of 
Lore that is therein. 
411 Reaſ.'3- Becauſe he has obliged himſelf by virtue 
of bis Promiſe to do all the great things for 
them, that any of theſe near and dear Relations 
mae ia them. We cannot inftance in any parti- 
tular Office of Love that ſuch, or ſuch a Relation 
moons Men has 1 in it; 5 but there! is Encouragement 
| | enough | 
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enough from the Relation that Chriſt ſtands in 
to bis Church, for every Believer - to pleadi a 
ſuitable Promiſe with bim, for the Performance 
of which he ſtands obliged by virtue of the ſame, 
and it is below him who has power enough coů0 
perform, and Love enough to ſet that Power to 
, to be in the leaſt worſe than his Word- 
Reaſ. 4. Becauſe he will fully convince them of 
| Love, and that they may have Encouragement 
from thence to depend on bim in all their Cir- 
cumſtances whatever, and that he will be their 
great Friend, and their beſt Friend upon all Or- 
Caſions. Now if the poor Behever ſhould d miſdoab — 
of his Love as a Friend, and ſhould ſay in him- 
ſelf, Tis true, Chriſt 1 know is my Von but ; 
- - Friendſhip is very uncertain, and is 
broken, and therefore to fortify the 5 X 
liever's Faith in this Caſe, he tells him, he is his 
Brother; and if this wretched Sin of Unbelief 
ſhould again object and ſay, O! but we ice Bro- 
thers often fall out and forſake one another: 
now therefore the Lord Jeſus: tells ſuch-a poor 
Soul that doubts of his Love under this Relation, 
that he is alſo a Father, and a Husband to every 
poor Believer, and that there is no Office of 
- Love, that the moſt loving Father, or the moſt 
indulgent Husband, can do for a dear Child, or 
for a moſt beloved Wife, but he will outdo them 
in many particulars, as has been ſhewed under 
theſe ſeveral Relations; ſo that if we could ſup- 
poſe any one Relation ſhould come ſhort to expreſ 
the Love of Chriſt, we may find it in another. 
And therefore it is that be ſtands i in ſo many Re- | 
lations to his Confer that he may why —_— + 
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her of his "ey PR fortify her Confidence in 
him opon all Occaſions. 

+ Reaſe 5. And laſtly, becauſe he will let his and 
their Enemies ſee what a happy and ſafe State, 


| dis Children, his Spouſe, and his Brethrea are 
za The Devil knew well enough in what a brave 


 fafe Condition Fob was, no doubt but he would 
fain have been fingering of him long before he 
did ; but he cou'd not come at him, he was 
ſo hed ed about, and guarded on every fide, that 
this envious Enemy could not touch him, till 
God permitted him, and he could not go an Inch 
further than the length of his Chain, which 
hound him and limitted him, as you (that are 
of — with Country Affairs) ſee a Dog that 

ed to be a Worrey- Sheep is tied up by his 
— till good Proof come againſt him, and 
then he is hanged out of the way: So the Devil 
was tied up, and Fob was ſo well hedged about, 
that this malicious Enemy could not hurt either 
his Goods, or his Children, or himſelf; till he 
had leave. So it is ſtill, God will have his, and 
his Church's Enemies, to know that he has a Re- 
gard for her; and therefore he takes her into ma- 
ny Relations, that they may fee what Fools they 
are to attempt her Ruin. We have to this Purpoſe. 
that brave Text, Pſalm the 48th, which I have 
_ elſewhere had occaſion to take notice of; but there 
is ſomewhat particular in it, that ſuits what is now 
before me under Conſideration, and that is in 
wer. 12, 13. Walk about Sion, and go round about 
ber - Tell the Towers thereof, mark ye well her Bul= 
warks, conſider ber Palaces, that ye may tell it to the 
Generation following. If theſe Words refer to the 
Kings, that were aſſembled againt Mount Sion, 


5 ee in ver. 4 56. as I thiok they Way 
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be admitted to do; they have the Force of à dif- 
daining Challenge in them, to uphraid theſe her 
Enemies. As if he had ſaid, © Come, take your 
Fill of your Obſervation of Sion, walk round 
© about her, take a full View of ber on every ſide, 
walk round about her and ſee if you can count 


Walls one by another, work you well her im- 
Pregnable Bulwarks, conſider her ſtately Pala- 
ces, the Habitation of Chriſt her great King, 


them, Promiſes and Attributes, are as ſo many 
Towers and Bulwarks for her Service and Safety, 
and are for Strength impregnable, and for 
Number paſt counting; and theſe are all ready 
for her Relief when ever you ſhall attack her; 
and do you think you are able to endure the 
Thunder of thoſe Cannon that are mounted a- 
gainſt you? and break thro thoſe ſtrong Bol- 
warks that are raiſed for her Defence? Can 
you be ſo fooliſh as to attempt any thing againſt 
the beautiful Palaces of her God and King? Can 
you imagine to ſucceed in any Eater prize againſt 
her, be ſo fool-hardy as to enter into a miſs 
cheivous Aſſociation againſt her, now that you 
ſee her ſo well guarded on every ſide? Confider 
well before you begin the Enterprize, and give 
over the vain Thoughts of what your"ill-will - - 
towards her may incline you to. And do yo 
leave this prudent Caution to your Succeſſors, 
the Generation that follow you, what Obſervas | 
tion you have made on Sion, that they may even 
in Prudence and for their own Security ler her 
© dwell quietly beſides them, and not diſturv 
© her. And then the Pſalmiſt concludes he 
Pſalm, with a joyful Acknowledgment” of the 
4 1 . Church's 
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theſe brave Towers that ſtand ſo thick upon her 


whoſe Titles, Offices, Undertakings, Deſigns in 
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Church's Intereſt in her God who had ſo well 


provided for her Safety. This God is our God for 
ever and ever, he will be our Guide even unto Death, 
ver. 12, 13. 'as | have ſaid, ſeem to refer to the- 
Kings in the beginning of the Pſalm, to ſhew 
them the Vanity of their Attempt : but if they 


be thought chiefly to refer to Sion her ſelf, then 


they are Words of Encouragement of the Saints 
one to another; to conſider what there is in their 


God and King for their Defence and Safety. But 


tho the Force of the Text may lie here, yet it 
ſeems to me to have a Glance with its Eye in 
favour of what 1 have brought it for, as the 


Church upbraiding her Enemies with her Security 


in which ſhe triumpl'd. 

We have alſo two other neighbouring Pſalms. 
to this, viz. 46, 47, Pſalms very full to what 1 
have been obſerving from the 48. And the Pſal- 
miſt tells, that he had got a pleaſant Theme be- 
fore him, was ſpeaking of the things touching 
the King, and the matter ran ſo faſt upon him, 
as made his Heart and his Tongue as glib as the 


Pen of a rrady Writer: he had got a brave Sub- 


jeck for his Thought, and this put him into a 
pleaſant Vane, and ſerved up his Heart to a merry 
Pin. And all thro the 46 Pſalm he tells us of the 
Majeſty and Grace of Chriſt's Kingdom, and of 


tue Beauty, Duty, and Privileges of the Church 
that flowed from thence, which raiſed her Con- 
fidence in him, and fortified her againſt all the 


Rage of her Enemies as expreſs'd in Pſal. 47. of 
both which Pſalms, I defire my Chriſtian Reader 
to conſider ſeriouſly ; and if the Spirit of God go 
along with his Meditation thereon, he will find a 
Flood: of Conſolation in them from firſt to laſt, 
whict'Þ heartily wiſh him. 7 7 BE 
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The laſt thing which lies before. me in a ſpeaks. 
ing to this Relation of Chriſt being to his Church 
and her Members a Brother, is ſomewhat by wax 
of Inference in the Application; in Which I ſhalk; 
be very brief, becauſe the Inferences drawn fm 
the former Propoſitions i in {peaking to the other 
two Relations already attended to, are much 
the ſame Nature with what this under our preſent, - 
Conſideration does afford. 


What. I ſhall ſay by way of Inference ſhall be | 
in the following Particulars. _ | 
Inf. 1. We may hence infer that if Jeſus Chriſk : 
be ia this Relation of a Brother to his Church 
and particular Members thereof, then this max 
embolden the true Chriſtian to approach the place 
of the heavenly Majeſty with Freedom and Balde * 
neſs; and there are many Motives and Encour | 
ments to every gracious Soul to this his Duty: N 
ſome of which I ſhall very briefly, ſpeak to. 
1. Conſider, it is a Throne of Grace, that e- 
very poor needy Soul has recourſe to, and it is 
erefted for that very purpoſe, that Grace ſhould 
be diſpenſed from thence, juſt as we need it, Heb. ; 
4+ 16, Let us therefore come boldly unto the Throne of : 
Grace, that we may obtain Mercy, and find Grace ts 
help in time of need. The very Argument that 
the A poſtle uſes to preſs us to come to this Throne 
with Boldneſs is, that it is a Thrane of Grace, 
and that we may find Grace there to help in time of * 
need: And when ever we find it ſo with us, whe: 
ther ſhonld we go but thither where: we, wank * | 
ſuppliect? ? 
2. Conſider, that if Chriſt ſtand in theſe Rela- | 
| tions I ee, of a Fail ene 2 Kor! 
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ther to his Church, &c. then ſhe may ſurely find 


ſome Buſineſs with him; and ſo may every parti- 
cular Member find ſome thing or other for which 
to apply himſelf to him. If you are but ſenſible 
of the Wants of your Souls, you would find 
them ſuch, as would ſend you many an Errand to 
Chriſt, who has in him all Fulneſs. You ſee, 
needy Beggars can find Words; and it would be 
looked on very ſtrange, that the Miſtreſs of the 
Houſe could find enough to ſay to her Maiders, 
and had nothing to ſay to her Husband; and ſo 


if Chriſt be your Husband, it is ſtrange, you 


— aſe a Freedom to expreſs your ſelves to 
_ f 

3. Conſider, that he has given you all the En- 
couragement your Hearts can deſire to apply your 
ſelves to him, and to depend on him, He tells 
you what he is, and what he has, he has enough 
to ſupply all your Wants, and never leſſen bis 
Stock, and he is related to you ſo nearly, as a 


Brother, ſo that, he cannot have a Heart to ſee 


you want, when he has ſuch Abundance of every 


thing by him. If a wealthy Merchant in this 


great City had a poor Brother in the Country, 
who wrought hard, and fared hard, and was hard 
ſet to live, and if his Brother here ſhould ſend one 
kind Letter after another to him, to tell him that 
if he would come up to him to London he would 
take care of him, and he ſhould want for nothing, 
would not this be a great Encouragement to the 
poor Man ? and to be ſure he would readily com- 
ply with this kind lavitation. But now, if the 


rich Merchant ſhould ſend his Coach and Hories - 


for him, with ſuitable Attendants, and all neceſ- 


 fary Apparel, that he might appear like a Bro- 
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ther to ſuch a wealthy Perſon, do you think the 
poor Man would not lay by all his poor Buſigeſs, 


* 


and come up with Joy and Expectation to his Bro- 
ther? Thus may every poor Brother of Chriſt 
do, he may go to him oa all Occaſions, for he 
gives him the greareſt Aſſurance of Love that can 
be, and furniſhes him with every thing for his Ap» 
proach to him, and is as welcome to him "as 
any, nay, more than any natural Brother can be 
to another. 8 


_ 4. Conſider again, that your own Circumſtan- 
ces of Neceſſity and Danger may urge you to go 
to him both for Proviſion and Defence; your 
Wants frequently occur; if you have ſupplies for 
the preſent, yet you will be wanting of freſh Sup=- 
plies for your comfortable Subſiſtence of "every 
kind. And then as to your Circumſtance of Dan- 
ger, you have conſtant Need of him to be our 
Safety and Defeace, for your Life hereis.a Life of 
daily Warfare, the Devil has his miſchievous At- 
tempts continually againſt you: but tho it he ſo, 
and all the Fire- locks of Hell be ready prim'd and 
ſtand cockt and preſented againſt you as Members. 
of the Church of Chriſt, againſt whom he is an 
implacable Enemy; and tho he have all his Batta- 
lions ready to fire upon the poor Church, to de- 
ſtroy her, and you bear your ſhare in the Conflict; 
yet remember to your Comfort, that Jeſus Chriſt, 
your Father, your Husband, your Brother, yours 
in all theſe dear Relations, is your Defence and 
Safety againſt all the fierce Attempts the Devil” 
can make againſt yon. Theſe may afiright you, _ 
but they ſhall not deſtroy you; for ChriltJelus,. 
the noble Captain of your Salvation, will gain the 
Day, and briag you off with Conqueſt and Tri- 
umph. And this Conſideration of our o _ o 
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d him, for he careth for you. He di 
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ſity of him, may be a ſtrong Motive to us to have 


| 4 - recourſe to him and Depen ance on him bath for 


SybGftence and Defence, 

af. 2. If Jeſus Chriſt be a Brother, e. then 
we may hence igfer our Duty to caſt the whole 
Streſs of all our Concerns on him. For we may 


_ fafely depend on him, who is able to keep hat- 


Toever we commit unto him, as the Apoſtle ex- 
preſſes it in his own Caſe, 2 Tim. 1. 12. and to 
which alfo the Apoſtle Peter directs us, 2 Pet. F. 
7. Caſting all your Care on him, for he careth for * 
Whence we may obſerve that he uſes this as a 
cible Argument to this Duty of caſtin bean our Care 
fo then, he 
does ſo ſtill, and he ever > il do ſo, fo long as he 
has any poor needy Brother on Earth to be con- 
cern 'd for. 
If. 3 „ Thirdly and Laſtly, If Jeſus Chriſt tand 
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9 Members thereof, then we may 
nfer the Duty incumbent on all Believers to 


| adore his Grace and Love herein, and to carry to- 


wards him as becomes ſach Relation as be has ta- 
ken them into with himſelf, in Thankfylneſs ln 


a cordial Obedience to his Will, and a quiet Re- 
. Sgnation of themſetves to him in all the Dif] n- 
77885 of his Providence. That he ſhou'd from 


of Love rifing up in his own Heart, 85 
all theſe near and dear Relations to his po 


Church, that he may fully expreſs his Grace, Bees 


abundant Cauſe to every Chriſtian, a Member of 
the Charch of Chrift, to adore his Grace, in as 
much as theſe intitle them all to bim in what he 


n, and what he bas; ſo that every one of his 


in. the Relation of bis Spouſe, way fay, as the 


„ laid, to e * Diguity, Bag if the 


Empe- 


079 5 


Emperor her Husband was Caizs, ſhe was 8 ö 


Caia. All theſe Relations, with what 1 have oh» 
ſerved in them, give but a faint Reſemblance of 
what the Love, and Care, and Concern of Chriſt 
is to and for his Church. For he is ever con- 
cerned for them now that he is in Glory, and 
appears in his Prieſtly Office there with their 
Names engraven upon his Heart, ſhadowed out 
by the High-Prieſt under the Law, having the 
Names of the twelve Tribes of Hrael engraven 
upon his Breaſt-Plate. I know I have ſaid fore» 
what to all I now ſay in theſe Inferences, from 
this Relation of a Brother, in what | have infer- 
red from the foregoing Relations of a Father 
anda Husband; and if I ſhould now enlarge on 
theſe Things (as there is Room enough for the 
fame) I could do little more than fay the ſame 
over - again ig other Words. And ſeeing here is 
ſuch a large Field to walk in, I deſire my kind - _ 
Reader to help me in this Affair, by his own _ 
ſerious Meditations on this fo pleatiful a Subject; 
and if he have any experimental Knowledge 


of theſe Things, I doubt not but he will ad - 


a Pleafure therein, enough to allure him to a 
farther Purſuit of them : I ſhall therefore leave _ 
him to his ſerious Confideration of what I have 

by the Grace of God been enabled to ſet be» _ 
fore him, in theſe endearing Relations. treated 
of, and conclude with that Doxology of the A. 
poſtle Paul, Eph. 3. 20, 21. Now unto him that 
is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that 


we can ak and think, according to the Power that © 


worketh in us, unto him be Glory in the Church by 
Chriſt Jeſus, througbout all Ages, World without 
End. Amen. Ff 3__s 
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The Reader is deſired to correct the Faults which 
have eſcaped the Preſs, as below, which diſ- 
turb, and in ſome Places pervert the Senſe. 
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Age 14. line 13. dele there, line 18. read Affections. p. 21. 

L 27. r. a Scantli 's 47. J. 2. for were r. are. p. 58, 
17% . Obtains. p. Gs. l. 26. for tho r. the. p. 66. l. 19. 
7. and People. p. 73. EL. 20. F. Beloved's. 2 86. J. 23. for 
laſt 7. beſt. P. 87. J. 17. for Friend r. Bread. 72 106. l. 1, 2. 
for-we cannot r. can we. p. 12 1. l. 1. for be tells them 7, he 
could tell them, p. 124. for Vizards r. Wizards. p. 142. l. 6. 
for would 7. will.” p. 144. J. 31. 7. Habitation. p. 162. l. 29. 
t with him, p. 163. J. 9. r. for himſelf. p. 166. J. 16. dele 
be. p. 167. I. 3. r. exulting. l. 19. for it r. in. p. 169. l. 14. 
7. Garments. I. 17. for newr. now. p. 171. I. 9. 7. of his love. 
173. L 8. for work r. mark. p. 174 l. 19. 7. tells us. l. 25, 


bor nr feed. þ. 375-1. 35.for Placer, Tue. 
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